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CEVRO was established in 1999 in Prague, Czech Republic as a non-profit organization 

seeking to support democratic development home and abroad. Throughout the years 

CEVRO has developed number of programs of political education, democracy assistance 

and capacity building for democratic leaders, parties and CSOs from all around the 

world. 

Democracy Monitor would like to offer you a monthly overview of the major political 

events in every region of our planet.  

We focus on affairs that are related to democracy, human rights and good governance.  
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Africa 
South Africa in Midst of 'Epic Drought' 

South Africa is facing the worst drought in 30 years. In South African province of KwaZulu-Natal 

some 6,500 rural communities face water shortages. In Pretoria, water restrictions have already 

been implemented. It is expected that Mpumalanga and Limpopo provinces will be declared 

disaster areas for agriculture if situation does not get better immediately. The same was 

announced for Gauteng province on October 30. Economist Wandile Sihlobo said that due to the 

extreme weather a price increase is likely to occur. Minister of Water and Sanitation Nomvula 

Mokonyane announced that measures to secure water supply for northern territories are under 

way. The plan is to access water from Zambezi via Zimbabwe. Some scientist blame El Nino 

phenomenon for the heat which is caused by warming of Pacific Ocean that is exceptionally 

intense this year. 
READ MORE: http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/11/south-africa-midst-epic-drought-151104070934236.html 

 

The Senate President of Nigeria to be tried 

On October 30, the Court of Appeal in Abuja refused the motion by the Senate President Bukola 

Saraki to stop his trial. He challenged the authority of the Code of Conduct Tribunal to judge the 

case, but the Court backed the Tribunal up. Therefore, the trial should start in November.  

Mr Saraki is accused of false declaration of assets and corruption. He holds the third highest 

political office in the country. If he was convicted, he would not only be forced to leave his 

position, but be forbidden from holding public office for 10 years. 
READ MORE: http://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/headlines/192380-breaking-saraki-loses-as-appeal-court-clears-way-for-corruption-

trial.html  

  

Election results in Zanzibar cancelled 

On October 25, Tanzania held general election in both parts of the union – the mainland 

Tanganyika and the archipelago Zanzibar. Mainland’s election results were announced on October 

29 despite protests of opposition. John Magufulli, candidate of the strongest party CCM and 

former minister of work, won with 58% and became the president of Tanzania. However, the 

Zanzibar poll was annulled.  The results were never officially announced. The opposition (CUF) 

claims winning the election and that the annulment came due to the pressure of CCM. Election 

observers reported that the elections were well organized but the counting of the votes raised 

some doubts.  
READ MORE: 

http://country.eiu.com/article.aspx?articleid=1233634707&Country=Tanzania&topic=Politics&subtopic=Forecast&subsubtopic=Election+wa

tch&u=1&pid=1353598719&oid=1353598719&uid=1 

Students’ protests in South Africa 

The students’ protests, which were provoked by the announcement of a planned increase in 

university fees in South Africa, continued in the month of October. Some universities planned to 

increase their tuition of up to 11.5%. The protests were taking place all over the country. On 

October 23, more than 10,000 people demonstrated against the plan in front of the government 

building in Pretoria. Thus, it was the largest student protest since the 1976 Soweto uprising when 

students protested against the apartheid regime. On the very same day, President Jacob Zuma 

announced that there will be no increase in university fees in 2016.  There was a presidential 

podium ready for president to make the announcement, but he chose the press room inside of 

the building instead. Even though most protesters refrained from violence, there were some 

incidents. A few students got angry with president´s unwillingness to face them in person and 

burned portable toilets and threw rock at police. The police responded with teargas, rubber 

bullets and grenades. The presidential announcement did not end the protests and some 

campuses remains closed, as students want education to be free as promised in 1950s.  
SOURCE: http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/11/05/us-safrica-protests-funding-idUSKCN0SU2DM20151105#uFODiUvG0LasdIEG.97; 

http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/10/30/the-student-protests-rocking-south-africa-are-about-more-than-tuition/  

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/11/south-africa-midst-epic-drought-151104070934236.html
http://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/headlines/192380-breaking-saraki-loses-as-appeal-court-clears-way-for-corruption-trial.html
http://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/headlines/192380-breaking-saraki-loses-as-appeal-court-clears-way-for-corruption-trial.html
http://country.eiu.com/article.aspx?articleid=1233634707&Country=Tanzania&topic=Politics&subtopic=Forecast&subsubtopic=Election+watch&u=1&pid=1353598719&oid=1353598719&uid=1
http://country.eiu.com/article.aspx?articleid=1233634707&Country=Tanzania&topic=Politics&subtopic=Forecast&subsubtopic=Election+watch&u=1&pid=1353598719&oid=1353598719&uid=1
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/11/05/us-safrica-protests-funding-idUSKCN0SU2DM20151105#uFODiUvG0LasdIEG.97
http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/10/30/the-student-protests-rocking-south-africa-are-about-more-than-tuition/
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Americas 
The civil union law in Chile 

On October 20, after more than 10 years of debates, the civil union law of two people of the same 

sex has been approved in Chile. Tens of couples arrived at civil registry offices up the day the law 

went into effect to officially validate their unions. The law gives right to inherit each other’s 

property, join one another’s health plans and receive pension benefits. “The civil union doesn’t 

end our struggle. We’re demanding same-sex marriage. We’re going to request for the measures 

stuck in congress to be revived,” said Mr Rolando Jimenez, president of the Gay Liberation and 

Integration Movement. 
READ MORE: http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/oct/22/chiles-same-sex-couples-celebrate-civil-unions  

Wave of migration from Cuba 

Merely in October, over 1500 Cubans used the current warming of relations between Cuba and 

USA to migrate to Ecuador, where their way to the USA begins. The governments of Ecuador and 

Mexico were surprised by this wave of migration. Emigration increased by 78% in comparison 

with the last year. ”There have been a lot of problems on the road. The police are allied with 

criminals, they ask you for a lot of money and they want to rob you,” said Yordan Acosta to 

agency AFP. He paid 2000 dollars for the whole way. The Cubans come to the USA usually by 

boats which are heading to Florida. 

READ MORE: http://www.ngrguardiannews.com/2015/11/castro-visits-mexico-amid-cuban-migration-wave/ 

The election in Canada 

On October 20, after 10 years of governance of conservative liberals, Mr Justin Trudeau became 

the new Prime minister of Canada. His Liberal party gained 184 of 338 seats in Canada’s House of 

Commons thanks to its well pointed campaign. The rest of seats were divided among 

Conservatives of former prime minister Stephen Harper and the New democratic party, Bloc 

Québécios and Green. After the crushing defeat, the leader of Conservatives, Mr Harper resigned. 

Justin Trudeau has been promising the improvement of Canada’s infrastructure and investments 

in economic growth.  According to his critics, his steps could bring a loss in the country’s budget. 
READ MORE:  http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/oct/24/justin-trudeau-canada-prime-minister-great-expectation   

The elections in Argentina 

On October 25, the left-wing governor of Buenos Aires Mr Daniel Scioli won first round of 

presidential elections with 36,12% of votes, whereas his conservative opponent gained 34,97%. 

Mr Scioli went into the elections as a favourite. According to surveys he should have won the 

elections in the first round with the difference of 10%. In Argentina, it is the very first time the 

second round to be held, and it is planned for 22th November.  
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-34630101  

The elections in Guatemala 

On October 26, the former TV comedian Jimmy Morales was elected the president of Guatemala. 

In this country, which is still stirred by corruption, the electorate decided to vote a new face and 

to start to clean the state. In the second round, conservative Jimmy Morales met with the 

traditional politician Sandra Torres and beat her winning 72.6% of the votes. “People would 

rather have honest clown as a president than a corrupted politician,” said Morales. But it will not 

be easy for the new president. Guatemala is one of the most backward countries in Latin 

America, the experience of 40-years long civil war is still present and the criminality is ubiquitous.  

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-34632485  

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/oct/22/chiles-same-sex-couples-celebrate-civil-unions
http://www.ngrguardiannews.com/2015/11/castro-visits-mexico-amid-cuban-migration-wave/
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/oct/24/justin-trudeau-canada-prime-minister-great-expectation
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-34630101
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-34632485
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Asia and Pacific 

Burmese activists arrested for joking about military online 

Human Rights Watch reported about two people from Myanmar arrested for posting pictures on 

Facebook mocking the military. Former National League for Democracy officer, Chaw Sandi Tun 

was arrested on October 12 and charged under Electronic Transactions Law. For her post 

comparing dress worn by Aung San Suu Kyi to a military uniform, she faces 5 years of prison. On 

October 14, also Patrick Kum Jaa Lee was arrested and charged under the Telecommunications 

Law. He was joking on Facebook about Burmese military commander in chief senior general. 

These cases happened ahead of November general election. 
READ MORE: https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/10/17/burma-activists-charged-mocking-military-online 

Nepal has both first female president and head of the congress 

On October 16, Nepalese National Congress elected Onsari Gharti Magar the leader of the 

institution. She became the first female head of the congress. A week later, on October 28, the 

congress voted also for the president of the republic. The choice fell again on a woman, lawmaker 

Bidya Bhandari. Ms Bhandari was vice-president of the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified 

Marxist-Leninists) which leads the government. Ms Magar represents the Unified Communist Party 

of Nepal (Maoist).  
READ MORE: http://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/Nepal-Elects-Communist-as-First-Woman-to-Lead-Congress--

20151018-0018.html; http://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/Nepals-First-Woman-President-is-a-Feminist-Communist-

20151028-0015.html 

Amnesty International reports on Australia’s abuse of asylum seekers 

On October 28, Amnesty International (AI) released a report about practice of Australian navy 

officials towards asylum-seekers who try to come to Australia on boats. Based on tenths of 

interviews with eyewitnesses (both with asylum-seekers and boats crews), AI reports about cases 

from May and July this year when the Australian maritime border control forced two boats to lend 

in Indonesia instead of New Zeeland, resp. Australia. Australian officials equipped the crew with 

live jackets, maps of Indonesian Rote Island and small GPS devices. The people had to change 

the boat and got just as much fuel to get to Indonesia. Crew of the May ship should even get 

money from the Australians.      
VIEW THE AMNESTY-INTERNATIONAL’S REPORT: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ASA12/2576/2015/en/ 

End of China one-child policy 

On October 29, media reported that the Communist party of China decided to end the one-child 

policy which was introduced in 1979.  Due to the policy China faces serious population ageing 

mirrored in problems on labour market or social system. Chinese couples should be now allowed 

to have 2 children. By this decision, the government wants to “improve the balanced 

development of population.” 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-34665539 
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Eurasia 

Parliamentary election in Kyrgyzstan 

Kyrgyzstan held parliamentary election on October 4. After five years, the citizens voted 120 

members of the Supreme council. The Social Democratic Party of Kyrgyzstan won with almost 

28% and secured 38 seats in the parliament. The coalition Respublica Ata-Jurt came as second 

with 20% (28 seats). Four other parties passed into the parliament. Kyrgyzstan is with its party 

plurality exceptional among the Central Asian countries. However, the political system suffers of 

corruption and nepotism.     
VIEW THE RESULTS: http://www.eng.24.kg/election2011/177527-news24.html;  

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-34338715 

Lukashenka re-elected president of Belarus. EU eases sanctions. 

On October 11, Belarus held presidential election. With no surprise, Alexander Lukashenka, who 

has been in the office already for 21 years, won. According to the Central Electoral Commission, 

he received 83.5% of votes. The turnout was 86.75%. Three other candidates run for the office. 

Two of them were believed as pro-Lukashenka candidates. On the contrary the activist Tatsiana 

Karatchevich was the only real opposition candidate. However, most of the Belarusian opposition 

movements did not support her candidacy. International election observers reported about some 

improvements of the electoral environment compared to the previous elections. However, there is 

still no real political competition in the country and no one else has similar opportunity to reach 

out the voters as Mr Lukashenka. On October 31, the EU eased temporarily most of the sanction 

against Belarus as a reaction on the release of six political prisoners in August 2015. Among them 

was Mikalai Statkevich, presidential candidate in 2010 elections. The pardon came only one day 

after the deadline for submitting 100,000 signatures in support of a presidential candidacy. 

READ OSCE’S PRELIMINARY REPORT ON BELARUSIAN ELECTION:   

http://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/belarus/191586?download=true;  

ABOUT ELECTION RESULTS: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34499387 

Military cooperation among members of the Commonwealth of Independent States 

On October 16, leaders of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, 

Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan – states associated in the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) 

– met in Kazakhstan to sign agreements on military cooperation and fighting terrorism through 

2020. According to Russian president Vladimir Putin, this cooperation could lead to creating a 

joint guard service to protect the borders of CIS. 
Read more: http://www.rferl.org/content/putin-cis-states-border-force/27310104.html 

Local election in Ukraine 

Ukraine held local election on October 25. International observers asses the election as well 

organized and competitive. 132 parties were registered for the election which was held in all 

regions of the country, except Donetsk and Luhansk regions and the occupied Crimea. The results 

confirmed the differences between the West and East of Ukraine, when the pro-government 

parties succeeded in West whereas the Opposition Block gained a lot of votes in Eastern and 

Southern parts of the country.  

VIEW OSCE’S PRELIMINARY REPORT ON UKRAINIAN ELECTION: 

http://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/ukraine/194406?download=true;  

READ MORE: http://carnegieeurope.eu/strategiceurope/?fa=61760 
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Europe 

Legislative election in Portugal 

A legislative election was held in Portugal on October 4. The most votes got the ruling centre-

right coalition of the Social Democratic Party and the CDS-People´s Party led by Pedro Passos 

Coelho, who has been a prime minister since 2011. Under his government Portugal went through 

an austerity programme which led the country out of serious problems. However, the coalition did 

not gain enough seats to form a majority government. On October 30, a renewed government led 

by Mr Passos Coelho was accepted by the president. In a few days the government should go to 

the parliament for a vote of confidence, but it is highly unlikely that they get it. The leftist 

opposition parties have already said that they would not support the minority government, 

because they oppose the austerity policy introduced by the government. Some speculate that  

a new government could be formed from the leftist parties (Portuguese Communist Party, Left 

Bloc, and Socialist Party); such step would need support from President Aníbal Cavaco Silva, who 

is in favour of remaining the austerity policy. 

READ MORE: uk.reuters.com/article/2015/11/03/uk-portugal-government-idUKKCN0SS25B20151103; 

http://goo.gl/kyqoGS 

Legislative election in Switzerland 

The legislative election, which was held in Switzerland on October 18, showed a shift to the right 

in Swiss politics. The conservative Swiss People´s Party (SVP) won almost 30% of votes. Media 

link the outcome of the election to the migrant crisis as the party promotes anti-migration 

policies. 

READ MORE: http://in.reuters.com/article/2015/10/19/swiss-election-idINKCN0SD05L20151019 

Parliamentary election in Poland 

On October 25, a parliamentary election was held in Poland. The winning party Law and Justice 

(PiS) got approximately 37.6% and thus gained majority in the Sejm (lower chamber of the 

parliament). The results enable the party to form a majority government. Such opportunity for a 

party in Poland has occurred for the first time since the end of the communist era in 1989. Some 

commentators are feared that the party with its leader Jaroslaw Kaczynski is about to initiate 

changes to build a strong state, even though it would mean reducing certain liberal and 

democratic procedures. Some people warn that Poland under PiS might be heading the same 

direction as Hungary under its premier Victor Orban, who is admired by Mr Kaczynski. 

READ MORE: http://www.economist.com/news/europe/21677216-right-savours-victory-people-wonder-how-far-it-will-go-

conservative-enigma 

EU members criticized for its attitude towards migrants 

On October 27, Jean-Claude Juncker, president of the European Commission, expressed his 

concerns about EU members’ attitude towards migrants and encouraged states to be more active 

in dealing with the refugee crisis. He said he was aware that migrants meant additional costs for 

countries’ budgets and suggested that fiscal rules could be applied with flexibility; however, it 

would be on a country-to-country basis as the attitude of different countries to migrants varies. 

This speech should probably encourage the EU states to be open to migrants. Overall, the 

situation is not getting better. More migrants are coming to Europe that is getting under pressure 

but the adequate solution has not been found yet. During the month of October more states 

announced they are considering to build a fence on their borders (Austria, Slovenia), or they are 

even ready to close the borders (Bulgaria, Romania, Serbia). Also, there were other anti-migrants 

demonstrations across Europe as a consequence of worsening situation and growing concerns of 

European citizens over the whole situation. 
READ MORE: http://www.euractiv.com/sections/euro-finance/juncker-member-states-should-pay-refugees-318914; 

http://www.bta.bg/en/c/DF/id/1193671  

http://uk.reuters.com/article/2015/11/03/uk-portugal-government-idUKKCN0SS25B20151103
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Middle East and North Africa 
US airstrikes killed at least 19 people at the Doctors without Borders’ hospital 

On October 3, US airstrikes destroyed a hospital run by Doctors without Borders in Kunduz, a city 

in northern Afghanistan. It has been confirmed 12 staffers and seven patients died during the 

attack. Moreover, at least 37 people were injured.  

READ MORE: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/afghanistan/11909123/Kunduz-Nato-investigates-

whether-US-air-strike-hit-hospital-latest.html, http://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2015/oct/03/msf-staff-killed-in-

suspected-us-strike-on-afghan-hospital-latest  

Egyptian parliamentary election 

From 17 to 28 October, the first phase of Egyptian parliamentary election was held. Citizens from 

14 governorates of the Upper Egypt and West Delta regions elected members of the House of 

Representatives. Results of the first phase are listed in the table below. The second phase will be 

held from November 21 to December 2. 

 Party  Run-offs % Votes Seats 

 Free Egyptians Party  56.63 1,009,083 41 

 Nation's Future Party   51.68 702,965 26 

 Al-Nour Party   25.27 494,042 8 

 New Wafd Party  27.27 392,138 16 

 Republican People's Party  33.33 198,822 11 

 Democratic Peace Party  14.03 155,847 1 

 Conference Party   13.20 105,975 5 

 Homeland Defenders Party  9.80 89,875 7 

 Freedom Party  50.00 68,926 1 

 Egyptian Social Democratic Party   12.19 56,922 3 

 Egyptian Patriotic Movement   6.66 45,014 1 

 My Homeland Egypt Party   15.00 29,971 1 

 Modern Egypt Party  8.00 25,993 2 

 Conservative   4.28 23,042 1 

 Free Egyptian Building Party  9.09  1 

 Leader Party  11.11  0 

 

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE ELECTION AND ELECTORAL SYSTEM: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egyptian_parliamentary_election,_2015.  

Palestinian rioters torch Jewish holy site Joseph's Tomb 

In October, a wave of incidents between Palestinian rioters and Israel has been increasing and 

number of death people has been also higher and higher. On October 16, Palestinians torched a 

Jewish holy site in the West Bank city of Nablus. The attack was condemned not only by the 

Israeli leaders, but also by the Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas.  

Read more: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-34547523, http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/10/31/us-

israel-palestinians-idUSKCN0SP0AF20151031#iw2KXDBTuFmsAQeg.97   

Syria talks in Vienna 

On October 30, intense negotiations about the current Syria crisis were held in Vienna. The talks 

were held with major foreign players, which are involved in the war - the United States, UK, 

Russia, Iran, Saudi Arabia and Turkey. At the end of the talks, participants for example agreed 

that: (1) they will accelerate all diplomatic efforts to end the war; (2) Da'esh, and other terrorist 

groups, must be defeated; and (3) humanitarian access will be ensured throughout the territory 

of Syria. 

READ MORE: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/syria/11964932/Why-are-the-Syria-crisis-talks-in-

Vienna-important-and-who-will-be-attending.html, http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2015/151030_06.htm 
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