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CEVRO – Liberal Conservative Academy was established in 1999 in Prague, Czech 

Republic as a non-profit organization seeking to support democratic development home 

and abroad. Throughout the years CEVRO has developed number of programs of political 

education, democracy assistance and capacity building for democratic leaders, parties 

and CSOs from all around the world. 

Democracy Monitor would like to offer you a monthly overview of the major political 

events in every region of our planet.  

We focus on affairs that are related to democracy, human rights and good governance.  
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Africa 

High Court in Kenya blasted over ruling on gay 

On May 5, The Supreme Court decided that NGOs can fight for the rights of gays and lesbians in 

the country. NGOs welcomed the court's decision. According to them, it is a step towards 

democratization of the society. 

READ MORE: http://allafrica.com/stories/201505050476.html 

 

Burundi coup attempt 

On May 14, media reported that the state government of Burundi suppressed the attempted 

coup. Opponents of the president have used street protests and tried to conquer the state radio. 

At a certain moment it was announced that the regime fell. Army eventually suppressed the 

uprising. The leaders of the uprising are missing. 

READ MORE: http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/may/16/burundi-media-suffers-backlash-after-failed-coup-attempt 

 

Death sentence for former Egyptian president  

On May 16, Egyptian Court in Cairo recommended the death sentence for former Egyptian 

president Mohammed Morsi, over a mass prison break in 2011. The former leader has already 

been sentenced to 20 years in jail for ordering the arrest and torture of protesters during his time 

in power.  

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-32764048 

 

Egyptian judges shot dead after former president Morsi sentenced to death 

On May 17, three Egyptian judges were shot dead by unknown gunmen only several hours after 

the court in Cairo sounded a death sentence for ex-president Mohammad Morsi. The judges were 

traveling in the city al Arish at the Sinai Peninsula when militants attacked their minivan. In the 

attack, also the driver died and three other people were injured. 

READ MORE: http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/africa/three-egyptian-judges-shot-dead-in-sinai-hours-after-

mohamed-morsi-sentenced-to-death-10255067.html 

 

African Liberation Day 

In May, various countries in Africa and the world celebrated an annual holiday, coinciding with 

African Union's Africa Day.  

READ MORE: http://www.africanliberationday.net/ 

                   http://www.aaprp-intl.org/ald 

 

Nigerian inauguration  

On May 29, the inauguration ceremony of Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari took place. 

During his adjuration, president Buhari promised to bring "increased prosperity" to Africa's most 

populous country. He is the first opposition figure to win a presidential election in Nigeria since 

independence in 1960. The day after the ceremony an unknown perpetrator detonated a bomb in 

the city centre of Maiduguri where over 30 people died. 
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-32927311 

                   http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-32944054 
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America 

General elections in Suriname 

On May 25, Parliamentary elections were held in Suriname. The National Democratic Party, which 

is led by current president Desi Bouterse, won an absolute majority for the first time. With an 

absolute majority, the NDP now can form its government without coalitions or alliances with 

smaller parties: it is the first time this has happened in Suriname‟s history. Desi Bouterse will 

likely be reelected president of Suriname. Mr Bouterse is a powerful but controversial figure in 

Suriname. In 1999 he was convicted in absentia by a Dutch court for cocaine trafficking, but was 

never jailed. In 2010 he was elected president of Suriname with 36 of 50 parliament votes. In 

2012 the National Assembly, which was dominated by Mr Bouterse's party, voted to grant the 

president immunity for alleged human rights abuses committed under his military rule. He had 

been charged with involvement in the murder of 15 political opponents in 1982. The probe was 

led by his now political rival Mr Santokhi, who was the police commissioner at the time. 

According to the CEOM (General Election Observation Mission) the results of the day‟s activity on 

polling day proved that the process was transparent, free and fair. Electors cast their vote without 

fear, intimidation or harassment. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-32873815; http://today.caricom.org/2015/05/29/suriname-

elections-transparent-free-and-fair-caricom-observer-mission/; http://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/NDP-Win-a-

Majority-in-Historic-Suriname-Election-20150526-0019.html 

 

Nebraska bans death penalty 

On May 27, Nebraska became the first conservative state in more than 40 years to abolish the 

death penalty when lawmakers boldly voted 30-19 to override the governor's veto. There are 10 

prisoners on Nebraska's death row but the state has not executed anyone since 1997 and only 

recently ordered the drugs necessary to carry out a lethal injection. Nebraska is the first 

Republican controlled state in the U.S. to abolish capital punishment since North Dakota did so in 

1973 and the 19th state to abolish capital punishment. Lawmakers across the political spectrum 

came together to pass a repeal bill three times.  

READ MORE: http://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/nebraskas-death-penalty-repealed-veto-override-n365456 

 

U.S.A. removed Cuba from lists of state sponsors of terrorism 

On May 29, U.S.A removed Cuba from the list of countries designated as state sponsors of 

terrorism in a move to establish cordial diplomatic relations between the two countries. The long-

awaited action, which was announced by the White House in a message to Congress, follows a 

commitment made by Obama and Cuban President Raúl Castro last December to move toward 

normalized relations. 

Congress has 45 days to consider Cuba‟s removal from the list before it takes effect, but it cannot 

interfere with Obama‟s decision without voting on separate legislation, a measure that the White 

House has considered as unlikely. 

In a news conference, Obama cited public opinion polls indicating that a majority of the American 

people approves of his opening to Cuba. 

Eight countries have been named state sponsors of terror since the list began in 1979. Currently, 

three countries are on the list (Syria, Iran, Sudan). 

READ MORE: http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/obama-removes-cuba-from-the-list-of-state-

sponsors-of-terrorism/2015/04/14/8f7dbd2e-e2d9-11e4-81ea-0649268f729e_story.html; 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-32926821 
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Asia 

Georgia’s government gets confidence 

On May 9, Georgia‟s parliament approved a reshuffled government of Prime Minister Irakli 

Garibashvili. The cabinet got a strong support from 87 members of parliament; 38 voted against. 

There are only four new names in the cabinet which was rebuilt after resignation of seven 

ministers during the last 10 months. The country faces economic problems mirrored in 

depreciation the national currency, lari. 

READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/caucasus-report-georgia-cabinet-rift/27010187.html 

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty closes its Baku office 

Radio Free Europe/ Radilo Liberty (RFE/RL) decided to close its bureau in Azerbaijan. The bureau, 

its staff and their relatives have faced several dislocations from Azerbaijani authorities in the last 

couple of months. RFE/RL Editor in Chief Nenad Pejic said that the company is ready to defend its 

rights and interests against the government actions. Despite closing the office, the RFE/RL‟s 

Azerbaijani service keeps operating. 

READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/azerbaijan-rferl-closes-baku-bureau/27031745.html 

Afghanistan: Sentences after Farkhunda’s killing  

Afghan courts convicted 23 people in the case of a 27-year-old woman known as Fakhunda killed 

by a mob in March this year. 11 policemen were sentenced for one year of prison for failing to 

prevent the mob from killing; four people were sentenced to death and eight to 16 years of jail. 

In total, 49 people were accused. More than a half of them were released for lack of evidence. 
READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/farkhunda-afghanistan-police-sentenced/27024336.html 

UN Rights office criticize Kyrgyzstan for ‘foreign agent’ law 

Kyrgyzstan prepares a new law affecting civil society organisations acting in the country. 

According the law, foreign funded organisations involved in political activities should be registered 

as „foreign agents‟. Moreover, people who establish an organisation inciting “citizens to refuse to 

fulfil their civic duties or commit other unlawful acts” may be punished with imprisonment up to 

three years. United Nations Rights office pointed out in its statement published on May 26 that 

this law could negatively affect the civil society in the country; and urges Kyrgyzstan authorities 

to review the law draft to comply with standards of human rights. 

READ THE UN STATEMENT: http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50976#.VYKp-lIhd1Q 

Constitutional Council in Kazakhstan rejected ‘gay propaganda’ bill 

On May 26, Kazakhstan Constitutional Council announced that rejects a law banning so called gay 

propaganda. The bill was approved by the parliament earlier this year. According to the council 

the bill contains “vague and ambiguous definitions and terms”. However, the reason could be also 

the fact that Kyrgyzstan competes to host Winter Olympic Games in 2022. With regards to the 

controversial law, a group of former athletes urged the International Olympic Committee 

President “to reiterate to Kazakh authorities that discrimination with regard to sexual orientation 

is incompatible with belonging to the Olympic movement“.  

READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/kazakhstan-gay-propaganda-winter-olympics/27039404.html 
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Europe 
Parliamentary election in United Kingdom 

On May 7, general election was held in the United Kingdom. Conservatives won and gained 326 

seats in the House of Common. Labour party ended at second place with 232 seats. Scottish 

National Party (SNP) reached 56 seats which is the greatest success in the party‟s history. On the 

contrary, Liberal democrats lost 49 seats and have now 8. Although United Kingdom 

Independence Party (UKIP) gained 13% of the votes, it has brought them only 1 member of the 

parliament. After his appointment, Prime Minister and leader of Conservatives, David Cameron 

formed a new all-Conservatives government. 
READ RESULTS OF THE ELECTION: http://www.bbc.com/news/election/2015 

Mass demonstrations in Macedonia 

On Sunday May 17, a mass protest demanding resignation of Macedonian Prime Minister Nikola 

Gruevski took place in the capital Skopje. On the next day, a similar-sized rally convened in 

favour of the Prime Minister. The reason of these and several previous anti-government protests 

are tapes published earlier this year revealing strong government control over journalist, judges 

and the conduct of elections. Western diplomats are concerned about the political instability in the 

country which could affect the inter-ethnic peace. 
READ MORE: http://uk.reuters.com/article/2015/05/18/uk-macedonia-crisis-idUKKBN0O320X20150518 

Ireland legalises same-sex marriage  

On May 23, the people of Ireland voted in a referendum about same-sex marriage. More than 

62% of the voters supported amendment of the constitution that allows gay and lesbian couples 

to marry. Ireland became the first country in the world which legalised same-sex marriage in a 

popular vote.  
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-32856232 

Poland has new president 

After two-round presidential election held in May, Poland has a new president. Member of the 

European Parliament Adrzej Duda defeated incumbent president Bronislaw Komorowski. Mr Duda, 

candidate of the opposition Law and Justice party, won 51.5% of the votes, while Mr Komorowski 

representing Civic Platform party gained 48.5%. The turnout in the second round of the election 

reached 55.34%. 
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-32862772 

Belarusian activist jailed to 2 years 

A Belarusian rights activist Yury Rubtsou was sentenced to two years of prison on May 28. Last 

year, Mr Rubtsou was punished by 18 months of mandatory labour for wearing a T-shirt with a 

slogan saying “Lukashenka, Get Out!”. However, he refused to work to protest against salary 

conditions in Belarus. He was on a hunger strike for 50 days. During his trial on May 27, he 

revealed his chest to show a tattoo saying “Lukashenka, Get Out!” 
READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/belarus-tatoo-activist-jailed/27041795.html  
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Middle East  

Israel's parliament approves new Netanyahu government 

On May 14, the Israel's parliament approves new Netanyahu government by a vote of 61-59. 

Members of the new government are Defense Minister Moshe Ya‟alon (Likud), Finance Minister 

Moshe Kahlon (Kulanu), Education Minister Naftali Bennett (Jewish Home), Justice Minister Ayelet 

Shaked (Jewish Home), Transportation and Intelligence Minister Yisrael Katz (Likud), Interior 

Minister Silvan Shalom (Likud), Public Security Minister and Minister for Public Diplomacy and 

Minister for Strategic Affairs Gilad Erdan (Likud), Deputy Health Minister Yaakov Litzman (United 

Torah Judaism), Construction and Housing Minister Yoav Galant (Kulanu), Culture and Sports 

Minister Miri Regev (Likud), Economy Minister and Minister for the Development of the Negev and 

the Galilee Aryeh Deri (Shas), Energy and Infrastructures Minister Yuval Steinitz (Likud), 

Absorption Minister and Jerusalem Affairs Minister Ze‟ev Elkin (Likud), Science and Technology 

Minister Danny Danon (Likud), Agriculture Minister Uri Ariel (Jewish Home), Environmental 

Protection Minister Avi Gabai (Kulanu), Minister of Gender Equality, Minorities and Senior Citizens 

Gila Gamliel (Likud), Religious Affairs Minister David Azoulay (Shas), Welfare Minister Haim Katz 

(Likud), Tourism Minister Yariv Levin (Likud), Minister without portfolio Ofir Akunis (Likud) and 

Deputy Foreign Minister Tzipi Hotovely (Likud). 

READ MORE: http://www.wsj.com/articles/israels-parliament-approves-new-precarious-government-1431635144, 

http://www.timesofisrael.com/whos-who-in-netanyahus-2015-government/  

Significant blow against the Islamic State  

On May 16, American Special Operations Forces killed the chief financial officer of the Islamic 

State, Abu Sayyaf and other militant fighters in Eastern Syria. They also captured his wife and 

rescued female slave from the Yazidi minority. The operation was officially authorized by 

President Barack Obama. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-32764995 

Pope Francis has canonized the first Palestinian nuns  

On May 17, Pope Francis named two Palestinian nuns from 19th century as saints (Danil Ghattas 

and Maryam Baouardy), in a ceremony in St Peter‟s Square. The ceremony was also attended by 

the Palestinian president, Mahmoud Abbas. 

READ MORE: http://uk.reuters.com/article/2015/05/17/uk-pope-palestinians-saints-idUKKBN0O208D20150517 

Gaza militants fire rocket at Israel 

On 26 May, Gaza militants fired a rocket at Southern Israel, which hit an open area in the Lakhish 

regional council. No one has claimed responsibility for the attack but some sources claimed that 

the attack was managed by the Islamic Jihad group. 
READ MORE: http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2015/05/26/world/middleeast/ap-ml-israel-palestinians.html?_r=0 

U.S.-Iranian citizen and journalists has been imprisoned for 10 months 

On 26 May, trial at the Islamic Revolutionary Court with the Washington Post reporter Jason 

Rezaian started, 10 months after he was arrested at his home in the Iranian capital. Mr Rezaian 

has been charged with spreading propaganda against Iran as well as his wife, who faces similar 

charges. 

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE STORY: http://www.wsj.com/articles/washington-post-reporter-goes-on-trial-in-iran-

for-espionage-1432635321  
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