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CEVRO – Liberal Conservative Academy was established in 1999 in Prague, Czech 

Republic as a non-profit organization seeking to support democratic development home 

and abroad. Throughout the years CEVRO has developed number of programs of political 

education, democracy assistance and capacity building for democratic leaders, parties 

and CSOs from all around the world. 

Democracy Monitor would like to offer you a monthly overview of the major political 

events in every region of our planet.  

We focus on affairs that are related to democracy, human rights and good governance.  

       

Content 

 

Africa ............................................................................................................................... 2 

America ........................................................................................................................... 3 

Asia ................................................................................................................................. 4 

Australia and Pacific ........................................................................................................... 5 

Europe ............................................................................................................................. 6 

 

  



Democracy Monitor 

                                                   March 2015 

© CEVRO – Liberálně-konzervativní akademie 2015  
www.cevro.cz, info@cevro.cz  

  

Africa 

Mercenaries join Nigeria´s military campaign against Boko Haram 

On March 12, The Nigerian President Goodluck Jonathan admitted that the Nigerian army has 

mercenaries to fight terrorists. Media speculate that mercenaries are from Russia and South 

Africa. The Nigerian government has not acknowledged the presence of the mercenaries, but a 

senior government official in northern Nigeria said the South Africans — camped out in a remote 

portion of the airport in Maiduguri, the city at the heart of Boko Haram‘s uprising — conducted 

most of their operations at night because ―they really don‘t want to let people know what is going 

on‖. The Nigerian Chief of Defence Staff Alex Badeh said that never again would the military allow 

any territory of Nigeria to be occupied by terrorist. On March 11, The Islamic State has accepted 

a pledge of allegiance from Boko Haram, according to an audio message.  

READ MORE: http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/13/world/africa/nigerias-fight-against-boko-haram-gets-help-from-south-

african-mercenaries.html?_r=0  

Egypt, Ethiopia and Sudan sign deal to end Nile dispute 

The Egyptian president Abdul Fattah al-Sisi, Ethiopia´s Prime Minister Halemariam Desalegn and 

Sudan´s President Omar al-Bashir have signed an initial deal to end a long-running dispute over 

sharing of Nile Waters and building of Africa's biggest hydroelectric dam, in Ethiopia. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-32016763 

Presidential election in Nigeria 

The presidential and general election was held in Nigeria on March 28. The voters elected the 

President and Members to the House of Representatives and the Senate. It was first scheduled to 

be held on February 14, then postponed by six weeks to March 28. The Nigerian Security Council 

promised a peaceful election.   

The presidential election was won by the main opposition candidate Muhammadu Buhari by 2.57 

million votes (15 424 921 votes or 53.95%). Current president Goodluck Jonathan received 

12 853 162 votes (44.96%). Mr Jonathan is a member of Peoples Democratic Party, his opponent 

Mr Buhari is from All Progressives Congress.  
READ MORE: http://allafrica.com/stories/201504010187.html 

United Nations Development Programme discussed higher female participation  

in politics 

On March 24, The African Union Commission in partnership with the United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP) brought together prominent women parliamentarians to discuss challenges 

they face and ways in which to address them. African women Members of Parliament see political 

will, financing and enhancing educational opportunities as some of the ways to increase the 

participation of women in the political sphere. 
READ MORE: http://allafrica.com/stories/201503270565.html 

Sudan joins Saudi Arabia offensive against Yemeni rebels 

On March 26, the journalist in Sudan confirmed that Sudan joined the military operation led by 

Saudi Arabia against the Houthi rebels in Yemen, who have been in control of the capital Sanaa 

since September 2014. 

READ MORE: http://allafrica.com/stories/201503270198.html 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/nigeria/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/27/world/a-nigerian-city-long-under-siege-survives-an-audacious-militant-assault.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/13/world/africa/nigerias-fight-against-boko-haram-gets-help-from-south-african-mercenaries.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/13/world/africa/nigerias-fight-against-boko-haram-gets-help-from-south-african-mercenaries.html?_r=0
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-32016763
http://allafrica.com/stories/201504010187.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201503270565.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201503270198.html
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America 
U.S. State Department to honour International Women of Courage  

On March 5, the State Department honoured 10 women from all over the world for leadership and 

courage in advocating for women‘s rights in their countries. This year‘s honourees are women 

from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Burma, Central African Republic, Guinea, Japan, Kosovo, 

Pakistan and Syria. The recipients reflect women‘s roles as agents of change and leaders in many 

of the crises and challenges facing the world today, from countering violent extremism to 

promoting security and recovery from the Ebola Virus Disease. Since 2007, the department has 

honoured 86 women from more than 50 countries.  
 READ MORE: http://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2015/03/05/state-department-honors-international-women-of-

courage 

Brazil: protests against President Rousseff 

On March 15, almost a million demonstrators marched in cities and towns across Brazil to protest 

against an economic stagnation, rising prices and corruption; and to call for the impeachment of 

leftist President Dilma Rousseff. Sunday's gatherings were mostly calm and festive, with little of 

the violence.  

READ MORE: http://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/dilma-out-nearly-1-million-brazilians-protest-president-rousseff-

economic-n323951 

Venezuelan President granted power to rule by decree 

On March 15, Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro was given the power to rule by decree 

through the end of the year in response to U.S. President Barack Obama's executive order 

imposing sanctions on seven Venezuelan officials for alleged human rights violations.  

The government-controlled Parliament approved Maduro's request for emergency powers in the 

second of two votes on Sunday. It is for the second time Nicolas Maduro has gained these 

expanded powers since winning election in 2013.  

Earlier this month, the Venezuelan government said the U.S. has two weeks to dramatically 

reduce the number of diplomats it has in the country.  
READ MORE: http://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/venezuelan-president-nicolas-maduro-gets-power-rule-decree-

n324051; http://www.nbcnews.com/news/latin-america/venezuelas-nicolas-maduro-asks-decree-powers-counter-u-s-

n321226 

 

Canada abuses rights of aboriginal women 

On March 6, a UN expert committee has found that Canada has committed a ―grave violation‖ of 

the rights of aboriginal women by failing to promptly and thoroughly investigate the high levels of 

violence they suffer, including disappearances and murders. 

Canada's formal response to the committee disagreed with the conclusion that there has been 

such a violation and rejected the call for an inquiry. It has, however, accepted 34 of the 

Committee‘s recommendations. 
READ MORE: http://www.cbc.ca/news/aboriginal/canada-commits-grave-violation-of-rights-of-aboriginal-women-un-

report-1.2989320; http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15656&LangID=E 

FULL REPORT: http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CEDAW/Shared%20Documents/CAN/CEDAW_C_OP-

8_CAN_1_7643_E.pdf 

Argentine court dismisses Cristina Fernandez case 

An Argentine appeals court has upheld a decision to dismiss a controversial case against 

President Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-32079635   

http://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2015/03/05/state-department-honors-international-women-of-courage
http://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2015/03/05/state-department-honors-international-women-of-courage
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/dilma-out-nearly-1-million-brazilians-protest-president-rousseff-economic-n323951
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/dilma-out-nearly-1-million-brazilians-protest-president-rousseff-economic-n323951
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/venezuelan-president-nicolas-maduro-gets-power-rule-decree-n324051
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/venezuelan-president-nicolas-maduro-gets-power-rule-decree-n324051
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/latin-america/venezuelas-nicolas-maduro-asks-decree-powers-counter-u-s-n321226
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/latin-america/venezuelas-nicolas-maduro-asks-decree-powers-counter-u-s-n321226
http://www.cbc.ca/news/aboriginal/canada-commits-grave-violation-of-rights-of-aboriginal-women-un-report-1.2989320
http://www.cbc.ca/news/aboriginal/canada-commits-grave-violation-of-rights-of-aboriginal-women-un-report-1.2989320
http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15656&LangID=E
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CEDAW/Shared%20Documents/CAN/CEDAW_C_OP-8_CAN_1_7643_E.pdf
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CEDAW/Shared%20Documents/CAN/CEDAW_C_OP-8_CAN_1_7643_E.pdf
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-32079635


Democracy Monitor 

                                                   March 2015 

© CEVRO – Liberálně-konzervativní akademie 2015  
www.cevro.cz, info@cevro.cz  

  

Asia 

Afghanistan: a woman killed by a mob 

On March 19, a mob beat to death a 27-year-old student known as Farkhunda. Then the crowd lit 

her body in fire and thrown her into a Kabul river. She was accused of torturing Koran. However, 

police say there is no evidence of it. Fakhunda‘s burial became a manifestation for women‘s rights 

as her coffin was carried to cemetery by women activists. This is normally the men‘s role in 

Afghanistan. During the following days, several protests attended by thousands of people took 

place in Kabul to express a pressure on the authorities to ensure women‘s rights in the country.    
READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/afghanistan-fakhunda-mob-killing-protests-arrests-koran-

burning/26918255.html 

More than 100 protesters arrested in Burma 

Hundreds of students protested in Letpadan, a city in Burma 140km north from Yangon, against a 

new education bill which protesters claim to limit the academic freedom. The peaceful protest was 

brutally broken up by the riot police. More than 100 people, among them many female students, 

were arrested. Human Rights Watch reported the number of political prisoners in Burma has 

doubled during the last month. 
READ MORE: http://www.hrw.org/news/2015/03/26/dispatches-punishing-burma-s-students 

Opposition activists sentenced to long prison in Tajikistan  

Three Tajik activists were sentenced to long jail during March. They were charged with insulting 

president Emomali Rahmon and with tights on a banned opposition movement named Group 24. 

Founder of the group Umarali Quvatov was shot dead in Turkey on March 5. Umedjon Solehov 

was sentenced for 17.5 years; Firdavs Muhiddinov and Farhod Karimov were imprisoned for 16.5 

years. 

READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/tajik-acrtivists-sentenced-for-association-with-quvatov/26899417.html 

Former Maldives president sentenced for 13 years 

On March 13, the former Maldives president Mohamed Nasheed was convicted to 13 years of 

prison. He was found guilty of terrorism for arranging arrest of a judge in 2012, when he was in 

power. Mr Nasheed was the first democratically elected head of the country. He had to resign due 

to a crisis triggered with arrest of a judge. His allies say it was a coup. Many world 

representatives, including India or USA, expressed concerns that the trial was politically 

motivated and biased. 

READ MORE: http://uk.reuters.com/article/2015/03/13/uk-maldives-politics-idUKKBN0M92GW20150313 

Presidential election in Uzbekistan 

On March 29, presidential election took place in Uzbekistan. As expected, the incumbent 

president Islam Karimov has been re-elected. According to the Central election commission he 

gained more than 90% of the votes. Despite the Uzbekistani constitution limits holding the office 

for two presidential terms it is going to be the fourth term for Mr Karimov. He has been the head 

of the country since 1989. As in the past, the March election has been criticised by Western 

elections-observing organisations for not being free and fair. There were three other candidates in 

the election. However, none real independent candidate had an actual opportunity to run and 

succeed in the election. 
READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/uzbekistan-elections-president-osce-assessment-shortcomings/26927791.html 

http://www.rferl.org/content/afghanistan-fakhunda-mob-killing-protests-arrests-koran-burning/26918255.html
http://www.rferl.org/content/afghanistan-fakhunda-mob-killing-protests-arrests-koran-burning/26918255.html
http://www.hrw.org/news/2015/03/26/dispatches-punishing-burma-s-students
http://www.rferl.org/content/tajik-acrtivists-sentenced-for-association-with-quvatov/26899417.html
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2015/03/13/uk-maldives-politics-idUKKBN0M92GW20150313
http://www.rferl.org/content/uzbekistan-elections-president-osce-assessment-shortcomings/26927791.html
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Australia and Pacific 
Australia and New Zealand send more troops to train Iraqi forces 

Australia is to significantly increase its contingent of troops training local forces in Iraq. An 

additional 300 troops will be sent to the country in a joint mission with New Zealand. New 

Zealand is going to send 143 troops to Iraq. They will join the 200 special forces already in the 

country tasked with training the Iraqi army. The training is designed to bolster Iraqi forces' ability 

to push back against the IS advance. The deployment brings the total number of Australian 

troops in the region to 900. 

The Royal Australian Air Force joined the US-led coalition against Islamic State (IS) in Iraq in 

October.  

Prime Minister Tony Abbott said that about 100 Australians had joined IS in Syria and Iraq, and 

further 150 were believed to support the group from home. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-31704010 

 

Unemployment in Australia decreased 6.3% 

On March 10, it was announced that unemployment edges in 

Australia lower to 6.3%. 

READ MORE: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-03-12/abs-unemployment-

jobs-data-february/6306754 

 

Senior Labour Party strategist Cameron Milner calls for put more women in Federal 

Parliament 

On March 11, a former state secretary and campaign strategist from Labour Party (LP) Cameron 

Milner said that LP has to put more women in Federal Parliament. Queensland senator Joe Ludwig 

announced he would leave the federal Upper House when his term expires next year, opening up 

the lead spot on the Senate ticket for the powerful right-faction to fill. Its favourite to take the 

position is former state secretary Anthony Chisolm, who has the backing of federal heavyweight 

Wayne Swan. However, a push from within the faction could force the pre-selection of a woman 

instead. 

READ MORE: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-03-12/alp-strategist-cameron-milner-more-women-federal-

parliament/6308132 

Australian counter-terror police stopping more than 400 people per day 

On March 16, BBC-News announced that Australian police are stopping hundreds of people every 

day at national airports in an attempt to detain potential terrorists headed to Syria. A new 

counter-terror unit conducted nearly 76,000 "real-time" stops - more than 400 per day - at eight 

airports between August and February.  
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-31900876 

 

  

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-31704010
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-03-12/abs-unemployment-jobs-data-february/6306754
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-03-12/abs-unemployment-jobs-data-february/6306754
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-03-12/alp-strategist-cameron-milner-more-women-federal-parliament/6308132
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Europe 

Parliamentary election in Estonia 

On March 1, national election was held in Estonia. The so far ruling centre-right Reform Party won 

the election with 28% over the centre-left Centre Party which gained 25% of the votes. The 

election campaign was influenced by the Russian politics in Ukraine. The Reform Party and the 

current government are strongly pro-NATO oriented whereas the Centre Party supports policy of 

better relations with Russia. The incumbent Prime Minister Taavi Rivas (Reform Party) is expected 

to form a new government coalition. Besides Reform and Centre Party, four other parties entered 

the parliament. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-31681293 

EU ties sanctions against Russia to ceasefire in Ukraine 

On March 19, EU leaders decided to keep sanction against Russia appointed because of the 

Russian engagement in the conflict in Ukraine. The EU links the sanction to full implementation of 

the ceasefire agreed in Minsk in February.  

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-31979244 

Serbia arrested suspects of involvement in Srebrenica massacre 

Serbian police captured eight men accused of direct involvement in the Srebrenica massacre. 

During the Bosnian war, in 1995, more than 8,000 Muslims were killed nearby the town 

Srebrenica. In 2011, Ratko Mladic, one of the Serbian war leaders was arrested and prosecuted 

by the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in Hague for war crimes and 

genocide. However, in March, it has been for the first time when Serbia arrested people directly 

participated in the massacre. 
READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/srebrenica-arrests-massacre-bosnia-police-serbs/26907036.html 

Sakharov Centre penalized as ‘foreign agent’ 

A Moscow based human rights organisation Sakharov Centre has been fined under the law which 

labels organisations receiving foreign funding and being considered political active as ‗foreign 

agents‘. Moreover, these organisations have to be registered on the list of ‗foreign agents‘ 

according to the law signed by President Vladimir Putin in 2012. The Sakharov Centre received a 

300,000-roubles fine.  

READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/russia-sakharov-center-foreign-agent/26916484.html 

 

European Parliament members discussed data protection in Washington 

A delegation from the European Parliament civil liberties committee met officials for US 

administration and members of the Congress to discuss data protection policies on both sides of 

the Atlantic and possible future cooperation in data sharing under the EU-US umbrella agreement. 

The EU representatives stressed that EU citizens, whose personal data would be transferred to 

the USA for judicial purposes, has to be ensured they would have equal rights for effective judicial 

redress as US citizens. Both sides expressed willingness to come to an agreement. However, data 

protection should not be part of the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership which is now 

being discussed. 

Read the whole press release here: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-

room/content/20150320STO36310/html/Civil-liberties-MEPs-make-case-for-data-protection-during-Washington-visit 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-31681293
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-31979244
http://www.rferl.org/content/srebrenica-arrests-massacre-bosnia-police-serbs/26907036.html
http://www.rferl.org/content/russia-sakharov-center-foreign-agent/26916484.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20150320STO36310/html/Civil-liberties-MEPs-make-case-for-data-protection-during-Washington-visit
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20150320STO36310/html/Civil-liberties-MEPs-make-case-for-data-protection-during-Washington-visit
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Middle East  
Are you done? Shut up so I can talk 

People around the World hailed Mrs Rima Karaki from Lebanon‘s Al-Jadeed for standing up for 

women‘s rights against a patriarchal religious establishment that sought to subjugate them. She 

cut off an interview with a Muslim scholar Doctor Hani Al-Siba'I, who spoke aggressively against 

her. The interview was finished after these words: "It‘s beneath me to be interviewed by you, you 

are a woman who..." 

The whole interview is available here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bOlpK6Yj5a4  

Sweden cancels military deal after Saudi Arabia over human rights 

The current Swedish government has focused its foreign policy on human rights and Swedish 

foreign minister Margot Wallstrom criticized last month Saudi for flogging of human rights activist 

and blogger Raif Badawi. Moreover, she also called Saudi Arabia a "dictatorship". On Monday 

(March 9), Saudi Arabia blocked Margot Wallstrom from giving a speech to the League of Arab 

States in Cairo and on Wednesday, Saudi Arabia withdrew its ambassador to Stockholm. One of 

the outcomes of these disputes is cancelling the military deal from the Swedish side worth billions 

of crowns. 
READ MORE: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/saudiarabia/11465251/Saudi-Arabia-and-Sweden-

in-diplomatic-row-over-arms-and-human-rights.html 

Elections in Israel won by Netanyahu's Likud 

On March 17, the Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's (right-wing Likud Party) won the 

parliament elections in Israel and he is going to form a new government. The final election 

turnout was 72.3%, which was the highest in 15 years. 

Party Votes % Seats +/– 

Likud 985,408 23.40 30 +12 

Zionist Union 786,313 18.67 24 +3 

Joint List 446,583 10.61 13 +2 

Yesh Atid 371,602 8.82 11 –8 

Kulanu 315,360 7.49 10 New 

The Jewish Home 283,910 6.74 8 –4 

Shas 241,613 5.74 7 –4 

Yisrael Beiteinu 214,906 5.10 6 –7 

United Torah Judaism 210,143 4.99 6 –1 

Meretz 165,529 3.93 5 –1 
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-31933326, 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israeli_legislative_election,_2015  

140 Shia Muslims killed in mosque bombings 

On Friday, March 20, suicide bombers from the Islamic State jihadist group have attacked two 

mosques in Sanaa. They killed more than 140 people and at least 350 were wounded. 
READ MORE: http://www.timesofisrael.com/triple-suicide-bombing-kills-scores-in-yemen-capital/  

Palestinian militants committed war crimes in Gaza, Amnesty report says 

On March 26, the Amnesty International published a report that Palestinian militants, including 

the armed wing of Hamas, had committed war crimes during the Gaza-Israel war in summer 

2014 by killing of civilians in Israel and Gaza Strip with indiscriminate projectiles. 
READ MORE: http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/mar/26/amnesty-international-accuses-militants-in-gaza-of-war-

crimes-in-2014-conflict  
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