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CEVRO – Liberal Conservative Academy was established in 1999 in Prague, Czech 

Republic as a non-profit organization seeking to support democratic development home 

and abroad. Throughout the years CEVRO has developed number of programs of political 

education, democracy assistance and capacity building for democratic leaders, parties 

and CSOs from all around the world. 

Democracy Monitor would like to offer you a monthly overview of the major political 

events in every region of our planet.  

We focus on affairs that are related to democracy, human rights and good governance.  

       

Content 
Africa ............................................................................................................................... 2 

America ........................................................................................................................... 3 

Asia ................................................................................................................................. 4 

Australia and Pacific ........................................................................................................... 5 

Europe ............................................................................................................................. 6 

Middle East ....................................................................................................................... 7 

 

  



Democracy Monitor 

                                                   June 2015 

© CEVRO – Liberálně-konzervativní akademie 2015  
www.cevro.cz, info@cevro.cz  

  

Africa 
May Oscar Pistorius leave the prison? 

On June 8, media reported that South African athlete Oscar Pistorius may leave prison at the end 

of August 2015. Court sent him to prison for five years for negligent homicide last year. Two 

years ago, the athlete shot dead his girlfriend Reeve Steenkamp. He claimed to have thought that 

he was shooting at a thief. According to South African law, the court has the option to dismiss 

Pistorius on parole after serving one-sixth of the sentence. However, Prosecutor's Office appealed 

against the five-year sentence, considering it as too low, and calls for the handicapped athlete 

accused of murder. Thus, Mr Pistorius could soon come back in the cell. 
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-29700457 

                   http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-33049312 

US Army killed one of the leaders of the North African terrorists 

On June 16, media reported that the US Army killed one of the leaders of the North African 

terrorists at special air campaign in Libya. The internationally recognized Libyan government, 

which controls only part of the country without capital Tripoli, informed that the news is true.  

READ MORE: http://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2015/06/16/liby-j16.html 

Zimbabwean prosecutor-general under critics for comments on youth sex  

The Prosecutor-General in Zimbabwe, Johannes Tomana, suggested that for some girls even less 

than 12 years old it is better to get married and to have sex. His opinions recorded in an 

interview met with criticism of children rights defenders. On the contrary to Mr Tomana‟s 

comments, President Mugabe announced that the government would soon abolish marriages with 

persons under the age of 18. 
READ MORE: http://allafrica.com/stories/201506220771.html 

Mali´s Tuareg rebels sign peace deal with the government  

On June 20, media reported that rebels in Mali signed a peace deal with the government offering 

partial autonomy to the north of the country. Tuareg-led rebels had refused to sign an initial 

peace agreement in May, but came on board after their demands were met by the government. 
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-33213931 

Terrorist attack in Tunisia 

On June 26, a gunman identified as Tunisian student Seifeddine Rezgui shot 38 people dead  

in the hotel resort of Port El Kantaoui. Thirty of the people, who lost their lives, were British 

tourists. Islamic State (IS) admitted responsibility for the attack. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-33304897 

Nigerian Christians condemned the US Supreme Court decision 

On June 26, the Christian Association of Nigeria (umbrella body of Christians in Nigeria) 

condemned the United States Supreme Court decision to legalize gay marriage across the 50 

states of the United States of America which has generated concerns among Christians across the 

globe who believe that marriage should be reserved for one man and one woman. 
READ MORE: http://allafrica.com/stories/201506300062.html 

Egypt‟s state prosecutor dead after a bomb attack 

On June 29, Egypt‟s prosecutor-general Hisham Barakat was killed in a bomb attack on his 

motorcade in Cairo. Nobody has admitted responsibility for the attack which was condemned by 

the outlawed Muslim Brotherhood as well as by the UN or US government. In the previous month, 

Egypt‟s affiliate of the Islamic State urged its followers to open a new front in the country. 
READ MORE: http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/06/egypt-state-prosecutor-motorcade-hit-bomb-attack-cairo-

150629083650272.html  
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America 

Cuban government persecutes Ladies in White and detains 226 opposition leaders 

Cuban authorities have arrested Ladies in White and other civil society activists on twelve 

consecutive Sundays for marching in support of political prisoners. On June 7, Cuban authorities 

beat and arrested dozens of activists in different regions of Cuba that participated peacefully in 

diverse activities such as #TodosMarchamos to demand that the government end its repression of 

the Ladies in White. On June 28, more than 220 civil society activists, former political prisoners 

and opposition leaders were detained. According to Carlos Ponce, director for Latin 

America program of the Freedom House “As the U.S. government normalizes relations with Cuba, 

it should press the Cuban government to stop harassing the Ladies in White and allow Cubans to 

express dissenting views."  

READ MORE: https://freedomhouse.org/article/cuban-government-persecutes-ladies-white-and-detains-226-opposition-

leaders#.VaEr6EonUrl 

Brazil senators flee Venezuela attack when visiting Felipe Gonzales 

On June 19, group of eight Brazilian senators on a visit to Venezuela to meet a jailed opposition 

leader say they had to flee after their bus was attacked. The Brazilian opposition politicians were 

trying to meet Leopoldo Lopez, who is in jail accused of inciting violence during protests. The 

group said the bus was stoned as it travelled from Caracas airport. The incident occurred a few 

hours after the senators landed in Caracas airport. Earlier this month, former Spanish Prime 

Minister, Felipe Gonzales left Caracas earlier than expected after his attempts to speak to Mr 

Lopez, who has been in jail for more than a year. Mr Lopez is accused of inciting violence during 

protests last year. More than 40 people, from both sides of the political divide, were killed in 

months of demonstrations against the government of Nicolas Maduro. President Maduro's 

government is wary of foreign support of Venezuelan opposition leaders. The Brazilian foreign 

ministry said hostile acts against its politicians were unacceptable and promised to seek an 

explanation from Venezuela. Venezuelan officials have not commented. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-33195332 

US Supreme Court legalises same-sex marriage in all states of the USA 

On June 26, US Supreme Court decided that homosexual couples have the right for marriage. 

Thus all states of the federation must now allow same-sex marriage. The US is the 21st country 

where same-sex marriage is legal nationwide. The decision was celebrated not only in the streets 

of Washington but also by LGBT community and its supporters worldwide.  

READ MORE: http://edition.cnn.com/2015/06/26/politics/supreme-court-same-sex-marriage-ruling/ 

US TV network NBC fires Donald Trump over Mexico comments 

US TV network NBC is cutting ties with Donald Trump, one of Republican presidential candidates 

and business magnate, over "recent derogatory statements" that he made about immigrants. 

NBC said the company would now not be airing the Miss USA and Miss Universe pageants that are 

co-owned by Mr Trump. Responding to the announcement, Mr Trump said he would consider 

suing NBC. Earlier this month, he accused Mexicans of adding drugs and crime to the US as he 

announced he was seeking the Republican presidential nomination. On June 16, he said in his 

speech "They're bringing drugs, they're bringing crime, they're rapists, and some I assume are 

good people, but I speak to border guards, and they tell us what we are getting". He also pledged 

to build a "great wall" on the US border with Mexico and insisted it would be paid for by Mexicans. 

NBC had faced pressure from Hispanic advocacy groups to drop Mr Trump's shows; and a petition 

on the Change.org website gathered more than 200,000 signatures. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-33321290 
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Asia 
General election in Turkey 

On June 7, parliamentary election was held in Turkey. President Erdoğan‟s AK Party won the 

elections with 41% of the votes. However, it is the worst result since 2002 when only two parties 

entered the parliament. This year three other parties joined the parliament: Kemalist Republican 

Party (CHP) with 25%; Nationalist Movement Party (MHP) with 16%, and Democratic People‟s 

party (HDP) with 13%. It is for the first time since the pro-Kurdish alliance (HDP) passed the 

10% threshold needed to enter the parliament. Perhaps also due to HDP‟s success, the number of 

female MPs increased to a record high (96 out of the 550-seat parliament).  
READ MORE: http://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/2015/jun/08/turkey-election-results-what-you-need-to-know 

Protests in Armenia: Electric Yerevan 

The June 17 decision of the Public Services Regulatory Commission of Armenia for rising 

electricity prices by 16% unleashed a wave of protests in the capital Yerevan. Thousands of 

people attended the demonstrations which were taking place for more than two weeks and 

meanwhile spread to other regions of the country. On June 23, the peaceful protest in Yerevan 

was intercepted by the police using water cannons and batons, attacking journalists and arresting 

several activists. Protests leaders reject comparison with Ukrainian Euromaidan which is reported 

by Russian media. They claim the protest in Yerevan is focused only at the issue of electricity 

price and related corruption.  

READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/armenia-electricyerevan-protesters-chafe-at-euromaidan-

comparison/27095421.html 

Hong-Kong rejected electoral reform made by Beijing 

On June 18, Hong-Kong‟s legislators voted against the electoral reform prepared by the central 

government in Beijing last August. The reform should introduce direct election of the Hong-Kong‟s 

leader in 2017. However, the candidates would be elected by a 1200-member pro-Beijing 

committee. In the current system, this committee selects the chief executive. The reform 

proposal sparked mass protests last year. Critics say the pre-selection of candidates would not be 

a real democratic vote.  

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-33179247 

Ban Ki-moon visited Central Asia 

During a five-day tour, United Nations‟ Secretary General Ban Ki-moon visited former communist 

countries in Central Asia (Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan). He 

criticized the state of human rights in the region, along with the restriction of civil society 

imposed by the countries‟ leaders. He met with official representatives of the countries; he also 

spoke to students of Ashgabat university.  

READ A RFE/RL‟S COMMENTARY ON THE IMPACT OF BAN KI-MOON‟S VISIT: http://www.rferl.org/content/un-ban-visit-

central-asia-anyone-listening/27073420.html 

17 journalist charged in Myanmar  

17 journalists from Eleven Media Group were accused for reporting about trial with 5 senior 

members of the same media group who covered a case of possible corruption within the Ministry 

of Information. In the case of corruption within the ministry, Eleven Media Group was accused of 

defaming the ministry. The 17 journalist were then alleged for putting pressure on the trial in the 

first case. 
READ MORE: https://freedomhouse.org/article/myanmar-charges-17-journalists#.VZzPxLX2RG1 
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Australia and Pacific 
New book to celebrate 40 years of RCA 

On June 11, a celebration of the 40th anniversary of the Racial Discrimination Act (RCA) was 

held, including launch of a new book written by Race Discrimination Commissioner Tim 

Soutphommasane. The book reflecting history of racism and related policies was officially 

launched by former Liberal federal minister the Hon Fred Chaney AO, who played an important 

role in the passage of the Racial Discrimination Bill through Parliament forty years ago. 
READ MORE: https://www.humanrights.gov.au/news/media-releases/new-book-celebrate-40-years-racial-discrimination-

act 

The 800th anniversary of Magna Carta in Parliament 

On June 15, formal meeting for students related to the 800th anniversary of Magna Carta was 

held in Australian parliament. The Australia‟s Human Rights Commissioner Tim Wilson launched 

new interactive educational resources to explain the importance of the Magna Carta on its 800th 

anniversary.  
READ MORE: https://www.humanrights.gov.au/news/stories/students-celebrate-800th-anniversary-magna-carta 

                    https://www.humanrights.gov.au/news/speeches/legacy-magna-carta-800-years 

Former Australian Prime Minister defends immigration policy 

On June 17, the former Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillards defended the immigration policy of 

her government in an interview for BBC. Mrs Gillard said her government had never authorised 

any payments to crews of migrant boats to turn back. She also defended her own government's 

record on immigration, during which time detention centres were re-opened to cope with the 

rising numbers of people trying to get into the country. 
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-33165676 

Liberal Party support motions to eliminate references to race in Constitution 

On June 27, Australian Liberal Party federal council supported Prime Minister Tony Abbott in his 

steps towards recognition of Aboriginal people in Australian constitution. The Aboriginal 

Australians are legally defined as people who are members of the Aboriginal race of Australia. The 

Liberal Party supported a motion to eliminate any references to race in the constitution. 
READ MORE: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-27/federal-council-wants-references-to-race-in-constitution-

removed/6578082 

Prison Riot in Melbourne  

On June 30, a revolt of prisoners protesting against smoking ban in prison broke out in a prison in 

Melbourne. Armed police were sent to the prison. Parts of the prison are in lockdown but the 

outer perimeter was not breached. Victorian Corrections Commissioner Jan Shuard said it was 

one of Melbourne's biggest ever prison riots. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-33323276 
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Europe 
Moldovan Prime Minister resigns 

Moldovan Prime Minister Chiril Gaburici announced resignation after doubts about authenticity of 

his school diploma emerged. He became the head of a minority coalition government in February 

this year after 4-month-long negotiations. Moldova has struggled with political instability and 

deep corruption. In May, a scandal with disappearance of 1 billion dollars from three Moldovan 

banks broke in the country. In connection with the scandal, before his own resignation, Mr 

Gaburici demanded the prosecutor general to resign.  

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-33111789 

Anti-war protest in Donetsk 

On June 15, at least 500 people attended an anti-war rally in Donetsk, a city held by the 

separatists. The protesters demanded removing rockets from residential area and to stop the 

war. However, some of them called for an offensive against government forces to drive them 

further from Donetsk. 
READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/ukraine-antiwara-protest-donetsk/27074917.html 

Election in Denmark 

On June 18, general election was held in Denmark. Although Social Democratic party of the 

incumbent Prime Minister Helle Thorning-Schmidt gained the most votes (26.3%) the centre-left 

bloc was beaten by the centre-right led by the former Prime Minister Lars Lokke Rasmussen. Anti-

immigration Danish People‟s Party (DPP; 21.1%) became the second largest party in the 

parliament. Rasmussen‟s Venstre party gained 19.5% of the votes which was its worst result 

since 1990. Six other parties entered the 179-seat parliament. On June 28, Mr Rasmussen was 

appointed Danish Prime Minister to head a small minority government. DPP refused to join the 

government. 

READ MORE: http://uk.reuters.com/article/2015/06/28/uk-denmark-politics-idUKKCN0P80LW20150628 

Russia questions the independence of Baltic republics 

On June 30, Russia‟s Prosecutor-General Office announced that it was going to review the act of 

independence of Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia. These three Baltic countries declared their 

independence from Soviet Union in 1990 and have undergone a successful democratic transition. 

According to the two lawmakers from the United Russia party, who appealed the review to the 

prosecutors, the act of recognizing independence of the three countries “brought great harm” to 

Russia and should be qualified as “state treason”.  
READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/russia-examines-recognition-of-baltic-independence/27102853.html 

Million „gifts, prizes, and winnings‟ for Ukrainian judges 

In their income declaration for 2014, several Ukrainian judges reported large sums of income as 

„gifts, prizes, and winnings‟. In some cases it amounts to millions or hundreds of thousands 

hryvnyas. Ukrainian watchdog and anti-corruption organisations criticize that the item for gifts is 

used for legalization of bribes money. Ukrainian new leadership aims to tackle deep corruption in 

the country. However, a functioning body, which would check income declaration of public 

servants, does not exist yet. 

READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/ukraine-judges-declare-windfalls-gifts-prizes/27073624.html 

Freedom House‟s report “Nation in Transit” 

US-based NGO Freedom House published its annual assessment of democratisation efforts of 

countries in Europe and Eurasia. According to the report based on assessment of conditions in 

2014, “Russia earned its largest rating decline in a decade”. Hungary declined to a label “semi-

consolidated democracy”.    
FIND THE REPORT HERE: https://freedomhouse.org/report/nations-transit/nations-transit-2015#.VZzbArX2RG3 
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Middle East  

Nine employees of PIN were murdered 

On June 2, nine employees of People in Need (they help people in emergencies, in crises of war 

as well as in areas affected by natural disasters) were killed in the remote district of Zare in Balkh 

Province, northern Afghanistan. All work of the organization was temporarily suspended for a 

week. The organization has been helping at this region since 2002. 
READ MORE: http://www.clovekvtisni.cz/en/articles/murder-of-nine-employees-the-worst-tragedy-in-pin-history-all-work-

in-afghanistan-temporarily-suspended 

Supreme Court confirms sentence of 10 years and 1,000 lashes for the blogger Raif 

Badawi 

On June 7, the Saudi Arabia‟s Supreme Court upheld a sentence for the blogger and defender of 

human rights, Raif Badawi, who was convicted in 2013 for setting up a liberal website and 

allegedly insulting religious authorities.  
READ MORE: http://www.hrw.org/news/2015/06/11/saudi-arabia-possible-new-flogging-prominent-blogger  

Better relations between Egypt and Israel still continue 

On June 19, Israeli ambassador to Egypt, Mr Chaim Koren, broadcasts a YouTube video wishing 

Egyptians a Happy Ramadan. It happened for the first time in the 36 years of bilateral relations. 

The video record is available here. Moreover, after three years, Egypt appoints new ambassador 

to Israel. It was very welcomed by Israeli leaders. For example, the Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu says: “This is an important piece of news. We appreciate it. It‟s something that has 

been, that is deeply welcomed in Israel and I think it‟s very good for cementing the peace that 

exists between Egypt and Israel.”  
READ MORE: http://www.timesofisrael.com/in-first-israel-sends-egypt-ramadan-greetings/, 

http://www.timesofisrael.com/after-3-years-egypt-appoints-new-ambassador-to-israel/ 

Abbas accepted Palestinian Prime Minister's resignation, however…  

On June 21, the Palestinian president Mahmoud Abbas accepted resignation of the Prime Minister 

Rami Hamdallah, but the president designated him to head an interim government. The 

resignation came after it had emerged that representatives from the terrorist‟s organization 

Hamas held separate negotiations with Israel.  
SOURCES: http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/06/23/us-palestinians-resignation-idUSBRE95M02C20130623, 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/06/palestinian-unity-government-resigns-150617125314649.html 

Israel cancelled some Gazans access to Al Aqsa Mosque during Ramadan 

On June 24, Israel cancels for hundreds people from Gaza access to mosque during Ramadan. 

The reason is a revenge for a rocket fire from this territory into Israel, which happened on June 

23. Moreover, it was also meant to pressure Palestinians to prevent militants in their communities 

from undertaking attacks. 
READ MORE: http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/25/world/middleeast/israel-palestinians-gaza-ramadan.html?_r=0  

United Nations received a letter signed by 76 NGOs about the situation in Syria 

76 non-governmental organizations working with and for Syrians signed a letter addressed UN 

Security Council. They pointed out the crucial situation and brutality in Syria where die civilians 

(66% of civilian deaths during May were attributable to airstrikes), moreover they call for 

immediate action and steps to implement further diplomatic measures given clear and ongoing 

compliance with Resolution 2139. 

THE LETTER IS AVAILABLE HERE: http://www.clovekvtisni.cz/en/articles/un-security-council-should-take-immediate-

action-against-brutality-in-syria 
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