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CEVRO – Liberal Conservative Academy was established in 1999 in Prague, Czech 

Republic as a non-profit organization seeking to support democratic development home 

and abroad. Throughout the years CEVRO has developed number of programs of political 

education, democracy assistance and capacity building for democratic leaders, parties 

and CSOs from all around the world. 

Democracy Monitor would like to offer you a monthly overview of the major political 

events in every region of our planet.  

We focus on affairs that are related to democracy, human rights and good governance.  
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Africa 
Presidential election in Zambia 

Zambian presidential election was held on January 20, following the death of President Michael 

Sata. Mr Edgar Lungu (from the ruling party: Patriotic front, PF) won by narrow majority of just 

27 757 votes against the opposition candidate Hekainde Hichilema (from United Party for National 

Development, UPND). Turnout was very low (32%).  

 

Name of the candidate  Results 

Edgar Lungu 48.33% (807 925 votes) 

Hekainde Hichilema 46.67% (780 168 votes) 

source: http://www.elections.org.zm/results/2015_presidential_election 

 

Mr Edgar Lungu is Zambia´s sixth president. The next election will be held in 2016.     

PF is currently the most widely supported political party in Zambia. The party was formed in 

2001. Political position is left-wing with democratic socialist ideology. PF has 60 seats in the 

National Assembly (157 seats).  

UPND is a liberal political party which won the election held in December 27, 2001 (23.3%). In 

the last election on September 20, 2001 UPND received 16.99% (28 seats in the National 

Assembly).  

 

Read more: 

http://allafrica.com/stories/201501260507.html 

http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/11/18/us-zambia-president-idUSKCN0J21TO20141118 

Uganda positions itself for a new anti-gay law 

The new group of legislators have pursued a new law which will once again test a new anti-

homosexuality act. After the Ugandan Constitutional Court struck down the old one in 2013.  

Richard Lusimbo, a research and documentation manager for Sexual Minorities Uganda (SMUG) 

says "We first heard about it as a rumour." 
 

Read more: http://allafrica.com/stories/201501191801.html 

Zambia gets first female vice president 

The new president Edgar Lungu has appointed Zambia's first female Vice-President Inonge Wina. 

Mrs Wina replaced Mr Guy Scott. It is the first highest position for an individual from Western 

Province.   
 

Read more: http://allafrica.com/stories/201501261294.html 

Football Violence in Egypt 

Egyptian Prosecutor General Hisham Barakat said that twenty-two people were killed in clashes 

between football fans and security forces outside a football stadium in Cairo. The clashes broke 

out ahead of a game between Zamalek and Enppi football clubs.  
 

Read more: http://allafrica.com/stories/201502090691.html 

http://www.elections.org.zm/results/2015_presidential_election
http://allafrica.com/stories/201501260507.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/11/18/us-zambia-president-idUSKCN0J21TO20141118
http://allafrica.com/stories/201501191801.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201501261294.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201502090691.html
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America 
Cuba-USA relations recovery 

On December 17, 2014, Barack Obama used his executive powers to decree a major change in 

US-Cuba policy, paving the way for the restoration of diplomatic relations after 53 years. He said: 

„These 50 years have shown that isolation has not worked. It’s time for a new approach.” 

However, the US Congress, which will shortly be controlled by the Republicans, will seek to block 

or at least hold up, the executive measures decreed by President Obama. On January 15, Cuba 

honored an undertaking to release 53 detainees considered political prisoners by the US. On the 

same day, United Airlines said that it would look to begin direct US-Cuba flights. On January 16, 

the details of the new changes were published, including allowing the authorized categories of US 

travellers to Cuba to bring back small quantities of cigars and rum, as well as green-lighting US 

exports of telecoms and ICT equipment, building materials and agricultural equipment. The 

reaction in Latin America as well as in the US (especially among Cuban-Americans) was 

unanimously positive. On the contrary, the well-known Cuban dissident Yoaní Sánchez was critical 

of Obama´s move pointing out that the government in Havana would use it to bolster its 

legitimacy. 

Read more:  
http://www.latinnews.com/;http://www.latinnews.com/component/k2/item/63228/top_pick.html?period=2014&archive=t

rue&cat_id=796801%3Aobama-sets-bold-new-course-on-cuba 

Argentina: Death of Alberto Nisman and AMIA case investigation  

A leading prosecutor Alberto Nisman claimed that President Cristina Fernández, and other senior 

government officials, would cover up the involvement of Iranians in the 1994 bombing of the 

headquarters of the Amia Jewish association in Buenos Aires. According to Nisman‟s report, the 

government tried to exonerate leading Iranian officials suspected of involvement in order to 

ensure good trade relations, especially to mitigate Argentina‟s severe energy crisis, through an 

exchange of oil for grains. 

On January 19, Mr Nisman was found dead in the bathroom of his home. A gun and a cartridge 

shell were found next to his body. No suicide note had been found in the flat. The circumstances 

surrounding his death remain a mystery. 

According to Rio de Janeiro correspondent Wyre Davies, Death of Alberto Nisman highlights 

polarization of Argentinian politics as well as shaky position of the president.  
 

Read more: http://www.latinnews.com/component/k2/item/63428-argentina-amia-prosecutor-accuses-fernndez-of-cover-

up.html; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-31069264 

Haiti´s new government 

On January 20, twenty ministers and twelve secretaries of state in Haiti have delivered their oath 

of office at the National Palace in the capital Port-au-Prince. Haiti's new government is headed up 

by Prime Minister Evans Paul, a former mayor of Port-au-Prince and an unsuccessful contender in 

the 2006 presidential elections when he received just 2.5% of the vote. Among the newly sworn-

in ministers are six members of the previous cabinet, including the ministers for foreign affairs, 

health and defense. The new line-up also includes allies of the president appointed to key 

positions.  

President Michel Martelly had been ruling by decree since last Tuesday, when parliament was 

dissolved. But opposition leaders have accused the president of failing to deliver in forming a 

consensus government as well as of using the current crisis to promote his own candidate to 

succeed him in elections later this year. 

Read more: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-30902880 

http://www.latinnews.com/
http://www.latinnews.com/component/k2/item/63228/top_pick.html?period=2014&archive=true&cat_id=796801%3Aobama-sets-bold-new-course-on-cuba
http://www.latinnews.com/component/k2/item/63228/top_pick.html?period=2014&archive=true&cat_id=796801%3Aobama-sets-bold-new-course-on-cuba
http://www.latinnews.com/component/k2/item/63428-argentina-amia-prosecutor-accuses-fernndez-of-cover-up.html
http://www.latinnews.com/component/k2/item/63428-argentina-amia-prosecutor-accuses-fernndez-of-cover-up.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-31069264
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-30902880
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Asia 

Sri Lanka has a new president 

On January 8, presidential election took place in Sri Lanka. Former president Mahinda Rajapaksa 

was defeated by Mr Maithripala Sirisena, a former health minister in Rajapaksa‟s government. 

The duel was very tight; Mr Sirisena won with 51.3% of the vote. Both candidates are Sinhalese, 

the major ethnic group in Sri Lanka. However, Mr Sirisena was supported also by the Tamil and 

Muslim minorities. Surprisingly, the election was not disturbed with any big incidents as it used to 

be in the past. The turnout was above 70% in most areas. 

Japan PM pledges finances to non-military assistance in Middle East 

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe visited Middle East region in January. During his stay in Cairo 

he pledged 200 million USD to the non-military assistance in countries that fight against Islamic 

state (IS). Moreover, he promised humanitarian assistance to the countries in the region which 

host refugees from Syria or Iraq. 

Few days later, on January 20, the Islamic state announced a plan of killing two Japanese 

hostages. Both were beheaded. 

 

Read more: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-30861979 

Pre-trial detention of Azeri independent journalist extended 

On January 27, an Azeri court decided to prolong for two more months a pre-trial detention of 

Khadija Ismayilova. Ms Ismayilova is an independent journalist who has several times reported 

about corruption among family members of President Ilham Aliyev. She was arrested on 

December 5, 2014 and was accused of convincing her colleague to commit a suicide.  
 

See the press release of RFE/RL: http://www.rferl.org/content/release-azerbaijan-doubles-journalists-jail-time-khadija-

ismayilova/26818661.html 

China labour activists complains about intimidation 

On January 21, Reuters reported on intimidation of labour activists in China. China‟s economic 

growth has slowed during the last year and some companies had to move or close. Therefore 

China experienced more than 1000 strikes last year. Labour activists speak about deterrence 

from the police – police custody, questioning or surveillance. Moreover, they faced several 

financial controls checking especially their foreign funding. Workers are encouraged to seek 

protection from the only legal union organisation in China – the All-China Federation of Trade 

Unions.   

 

See the whole report: 

http://uk.reuters.com/article/2015/01/21/uk-china-labour-idUKKBN0KU14120150121 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-30861979
http://www.rferl.org/content/release-azerbaijan-doubles-journalists-jail-time-khadija-ismayilova/26818661.html
http://www.rferl.org/content/release-azerbaijan-doubles-journalists-jail-time-khadija-ismayilova/26818661.html
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2015/01/21/uk-china-labour-idUKKBN0KU14120150121
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Australia and Pacific 

Fiji: Town hall meetings with MPs 

On January 19, the Citizens‟ Constitutional Forum (CCF) in collaboration with the International 

Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES) and the International Republican Institute (IRI) carried 

out a first of its kind Town Hall Meeting or Talanoa Session between the Members of Parliament 

(MPs) and community members in Rakiraki, Lautoka and Labasa. Three two-day town hall 

meetings provided an opportunity for people to lobby members of Parliament and for MPs from all 

parties to meet with the public and hear their concerns. On the first day of each meeting, 

participating members of the public receive training in how to ask questions and to lobby. The 

training also ensures that MPs know how to handle questions from the public. The second day 

comprises a mix of short questions and answers and more in-depth discussions. 

Read more: http://news.ccf.org.fj/ccf-provides-space-for-fijians-to-lobby-government-mps;  

http://politics.fijitimes.com/Story/292746  

http://news.ccf.org.fj/ccf-provides-space-for-fijians-to-lobby-government-mps
http://politics.fijitimes.com/Story/292746
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Europe 

Terrorist attacks in Paris 

On January 7, two men armed with Kalashnikovs attacked the office of French satirical magazine 

Charlie Hebdo. They killed 12 people. The reason for this act was caricatures of the prophet 

Muhammad published in the magazine. It had taken 3 days until the police caught the two 

brothers – Cherif and Said Kouachi. Both were shot dead by the police.  

During these 3 days another attack happened in Paris. Mr Amedy Coulibaly shot a policewoman 

dead and later he stormed a kosher shop where he took several people hostage. Four of them 

were killed; 15 other hostages survived. It has been proved that there is a connection between 

Mr Coulibaly‟s attack and the attack at Charlie Hebdo.  

A clear description of the attack see at: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-30708237 

Solidarity with victims of the attacks in Paris 

After the terrorist attacks, the very immediate reaction of the French society, along with the rest 

of the democratic world, was an act of solidarity with the victims and unity in condemnation of 

the attack. This was mirrored for example in the viral spreading of the expression „Je suis Charlie‟ 

(I am Charlie) which people put on their Facebook or Twitter profiles. Moreover, on January 11, a 

„march of national unity‟ took place in Paris. This event was attended by millions of people, 

including French political leaders from different political streams and many world leaders.  

Escalation of the conflict in Ukraine 

In January, the war in the Donetsk and Luhansk region escalated. On January 22, Ukrainian 

forces abandoned Donetsk airport, an important strategic point of the Eastern part of the country 

which could serve separatists for supplying the region from air. However, dron pictures show that 

the airport is totally devastated.  

Radical left wins elections in Greece 

On January 25, parliamentary elections took place in Greece. As expected, radical leftist party 

SYRIZA won the election, with 36% of the vote. Its leader Alexis Tsipras became the new Prime 

minister of Greece. SYRIZA won the elections promising a revision of austerity measures and 

bailout from European Union and International Monetary Fund. Primarily, the new government 

wants to write off most of the Greece debt.  

EU sanctions against Russia extended 

On January 29, EU Foreign Affairs Council agreed on extension of the existing sanction against 

Russia until September 2015. Although Russian Federation still denies direct involvement in the 

conflict in Ukraine, European foreign affairs ministers call Russia for assuming responsibility and 

condemning the separatists‟ action. 

The press release from the Foreign Affairs Council meeting: http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-

releases/2015/01/council-conclusions-ukraine/ 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-30708237
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2015/01/council-conclusions-ukraine/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2015/01/council-conclusions-ukraine/
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Middle East 
Palestinians deliver to U.N. documents to join war crimes court 

On January 2, Palestinians delivered to U.N. headquarters documents on joining the Rome 

Statute of the International Criminal Court and other international treaties. Five days later, the 

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has confirmed the Palestinians will formally 

become a member of the International Criminal Court (ICC) on April 1. Within this decision, the 

court's prosecutor will have for example a possibility investigate the war between Israel and 

Hamas militants in the Gaza Strip in July and August 2014.  

Read more: http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/01/07/us-palestinians-israel-un-idUSKBN0KG1JV20150107 

A record 15000 Jews are expected to leave France 

France has the largest Jewish population in Europe. However, Anti-Semitic threats and incidents 

are one of reasons why Jews will move to Israel. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said 

that every Jew who wanted to move to Israel would be “welcomed with a warm heart and open 

arms.” He also said: “To all the Jews of France and to all the Jews of Europe, I wish to say: the 

State of Israel is not only the place to which you pray, the State of Israel is also your home”.  
Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2905701/Jewish-Agency-expects-far-French-Jews-Israel.html  

Islamic state throws man to his death 'for being gay' 

Issues connected with the Islamic State are a lot. One of the symbols of democracy and freedom 

are also fundamental human rights, which are same for heterosexual and homosexual persons. 

However, we could see around the World for example pictures emerge of Islamic State of Iraq 

and the Levant fighters throwing a man from a building because he was gay. 

 

Read more: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/islamic-state/11351425/Islamic-State-throws-man-to-his-

death-for-being-gay.html  

Raif Badawi is facing 1,000 lashes for criticizing clerics in Saudi Arabia 

Mr Badawi from Saudi Arabia was sentenced to ten years in prison, a £177,000 fine and the 

lashes (50 lashings every Friday in 18 weeks) for insult Islam, respectively that he criticized the 

country's powerful Sunni clerics on his blog. He gave the first round of the punishment on 

January 9. After that, Saudi Arabia has stopped with punishments on health grounds. 
Read more: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-30937490 

King of Saudi Arabia dies  

On January 23, King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia died and was replaced by his brother Salman as the 

ruler of the world's top oil exporter and the spiritual home of Islam. Prince Mohammed bin Nayef 

would be his deputy Crown Prince and deputy prime minister. 

Iranians shown footage from Auschwitz in documentary that exposed many to 

Holocaust for first time 

In Iran is a large group of people who still deny that the mass slaughter of Jews ever took place. 

However, the documentary movie, titled “Germany's Führer,” was broadcast on Holocaust 

Memorial Day by Manoto1, a London-based satellite TV station to Iranian viewers. For many of 

them, it has been the first when they have seen the Nazi concentration camps. On the other 

hand, one of them wrote on the Facebook: “All these crimes were committed by the Jews 

themselves so they reach their real objectives.” 

Read more: http://www.timesofisrael.com/holocaust-documentary-shown-in-iran-for-first-time/,   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/iran/11380703/Iranians-shown-footage-from-Auschwitz-in-

documentary-that-exposed-many-to-Holocaust-for-first-time.html  

http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/01/07/us-palestinians-israel-un-idUSKBN0KG1JV20150107
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2905701/Jewish-Agency-expects-far-French-Jews-Israel.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/islamic-state/11351425/Islamic-State-throws-man-to-his-death-for-being-gay.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/islamic-state/11351425/Islamic-State-throws-man-to-his-death-for-being-gay.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-30937490
http://www.timesofisrael.com/holocaust-documentary-shown-in-iran-for-first-time/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/iran/11380703/Iranians-shown-footage-from-Auschwitz-in-documentary-that-exposed-many-to-Holocaust-for-first-time.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/iran/11380703/Iranians-shown-footage-from-Auschwitz-in-documentary-that-exposed-many-to-Holocaust-for-first-time.html

