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CEVRO – Liberal Conservative Academy was established in 1999 in Prague, Czech 

Republic as a non-profit organization seeking to support democratic development home 

and abroad. Throughout the years CEVRO has developed number of programs of political 

education, democracy assistance and capacity building for democratic leaders, parties 

and CSOs from all around the world. 

Democracy Monitor would like to offer you a monthly overview of the major political 

events in every region of our planet.  

We focus on affairs that are related to democracy, human rights and good governance.  
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Africa 
Election in Nigeria postponement  

Nigeria´s presidential and national assembly elections were postponed by Nigeria´s election 

commission. Commission Chairman Attahiru Jega said postponement was necessary because the 

nation's security agencies indicated that they are not available to support the polling while 

engaged in special operations against Boko Haram insurgents in the north eastern corridors of the 

country. Election is scheduled for February 14, 2015. During the February Nigerian Government 

claimed that election would be delayed for six weeks. Government postponed election amid 

attempts to reclaim large swathes of north of the country from the extremist group Boko Haram.  

Read more: http://allafrica.com/view/group/main/main/id/00035338.html;  

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/africa/nigeria-delays-elections-over-boko-haram-threat-10030696.html 

Libya calls for help against Islamic State 

On February 18, the Libyan Minister for Foreign Affairs Mohamed Dayri spoke to the United 

National Security Council in New York City. The Security Council held an emergency meeting on 

Islamic State in Libya after released a video showing mass beheadings in Libya. The Libyan 

Minister for Foreign Affairs Mohamed said that Western nations cannot wait on the sidelines while 

militants expand their activities across the country.  

Read more: http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/libya-calls-for-help-vs-islamic-state-but-west-wants-

political-progress-first/2015/02/20/63de3374-b944-11e4-9423-f3d0a1ec335c_story.html 

Libya urges end to arms embargo 

On February 19, Libyan government has formally requested an arms embargo be lifted so it can 
better tackle the growing threat from what the country’s Foreign Minister describes as “rampant 
terrorism”. 
 
Read more: http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/africa/libya-urges-end-to-arms-embargo-10058088.html 

Election in Egypt shifted to April 

On February 21, the electoral commission spokesman in Egypt said that parliamentary elections 

in Egypt are set to be delayed after the Supreme Court ruled part of an election law 

unconstitutional. Election had been due to start on 21 March and run into April.   

Read more: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-31682021 

Liberian House´s Plenary Suspends Three Members 

On February 21, The Plenary of the House of Representatives in Liberia has suspended three of its 

members without pay, and mandated two others to write Plenary a letter of apology for their 

misconduct. 

Read more: http://allafrica.com/stories/201503020826.html 
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America 

U.S. names special envoy to Colombian peace process 

On February 20, the U.S. confirmed that it has appointed a special envoy for the Colombian peace 

process, responding to requests from both the Colombian government and leftists rebels (the 

Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia - FARC) for Washington to take a more active role in 

ending Latin America's longest-running war. Barack Obama named Bernard Aronson, a former 

U.S. assistant secretary of state for Inter-American Affairs (who was also involved in peace 

efforts in Nicaragua and El Salvador), to the role. 

Colombian negotiators have reached partial accords on political participation for ex-rebels, land 

reform and an end to the illegal drug trade. They are currently negotiating victim reparations and 

demobilization. 

Read more: http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/02/20/us-usa-colombia-envoy-idUSKBN0LO1PF20150220 

Venezuela arrests Caracas opposition mayor over coup plot 

On February 20, masked intelligence service agents arrested the mayor of Caracas Antonio 

Ledezma over what socialist President Nicolas Maduro alleges was a coup plot financed by the 

United States and directed from Washington. 

The United States immediately dismissed the claims as "baseless and false" and said it was an 

attempt to blame Washington or other countries for the problems of Venezuela.  

Antonio Ledezma is a senior opposition figure who was elected in 2009 as mayor and reelected in 

2013, although the Maduro government has moved to restrict his powers.  

Like his predecessor Hugo Chavez, Maduro frequently announces supposed coup attempts and 

blames right-wing forces, as well as the United States and Colombia.  

Maduro's popularity has plummeted to 20 percent over the past year, as the oil-rich country's 

many woes have grown worse.  

About 300 people gathered on Wednesday to demand the release of Lopez, one year after he was 

jailed for allegedly inciting the mass protests that roiled the government.  

Read more: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/southamerica/venezuela/11424223/Venezuela-arrests-Caracas-

opposition-mayor-over-coup-plot.html 

 

U.S. names first LGBT human rights envoy 

On February 23, U.S. Department of State named its first-ever special envoy to advocate globally 

for the human rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) people.  

Randy Berry, an openly gay senior diplomat, has served as U.S. Consul General in Amsterdam 

since 2012. He has also served at U.S. posts in Bangladesh, Egypt, Uganda, and South Africa. 

Berry is charged with advancing government initiatives to reduce violence and discrimination 

against LGBT people around the world, including in the more than 75 countries where consensual 

same-sex relationships are criminalized.  

The appointment is part of an Obama administration push to promote LGBT rights internationally 

and make them a foreign policy priority. 

Read more: http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/02/23/us-usa-diplomacy-lgbt-idUSKBN0LR23D20150223 
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Asia 

Five-year sentence for Malaysian opposition leader confirmed 

On February 10, Malaysian court confirmed conviction of sodomy for Malaysian opposition leader 

Anwar Ibrahim. Sodomy is illegal in Malaysia. Mr Ibrahim used to be a deputy prime minister in 

1990s. He was already jailed in 2000-2004. After his release, he led successfully the opposition in 

elections 2008 and 2013. The government experienced in both elections significant loses. Many 

human rights organisations and Mr Ibrahim himself claim the trial is politically motivated.  

Moreover, a Malaysian cartoonist Zulkiflee Anwar Haque, known as Zunar, was arrested for 

sedition after publishing a cartoon condemning the imprisonment of Mr Ibrahim. 

Read a profile of Anwar Ibrahim: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-16440290 

Read about Zunar’s arresting: http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2015/2/11/malaysia-arrests-cartoonist-for-criticizing-

anwar-verdict-judges.html 

Taiwan Sunflower Movement leaders face accusation  

On February 10, Taiwan officials announced that leaders of protests held last spring in China will 

be accused of agitating the public and attacking police. The protesters, called as the Sunflower 

Movement, struggled for weeks against the Trade in Services Agreement that should tie Taiwan 

economically and politically closer to China.  

Read more: http://uk.reuters.com/article/2015/02/10/uk-taiwan-protests-idUKKBN0LE0AF20150210 

Azeri human rights activist detained 

On February 24, police detained a human rights activist Taleh Xasmammadov in Azerbaijan. He 

was charged by a man of beating. However, Mr Xasmammadov’s mother testified that it was Mr 

Xasmammadov who was attacked. Human rights organisations report on several Azeri activists 

and journalists who have been jailed. Mr Xasmammadov was already sentenced for four years in 

2011 but he was released on a presidential amnesty. 

Read about jailed Ms and Mr Yunus: http://www.rferl.org/content/yunus-pretrial-deteio-extension-arif-

leyla/26864422.html 

Read about a jailed journalist, Ms Ismayilova: http://www.rferl.org/content/ismayilova-fined-in-a-libel-case-in-

baku/26864433.html 

Uzbek human rights activists not allowed to get their award in Soul 

Two Uzbek human rights activists, Shukhrat Rustamov and Elena Urlaeva, were invited to Soul to 

take Tji Haksoon Justice and Peace awards. The ceremony takes place on March 10. However, Mr 

Rustamov and Ms Urlaeva did not receive exit visa, an official permission to leave the country.   

Read more: http://www.rferl.org/content/uzbek-rights-activists-banned-from-leaving-country/26853912.html 
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Australia and Pacific 
 

Anniversary of first human rights and anti-discrimination legislation in Australia 

February 17, Governor-General Sir Peter Cosgrove addressed Racial Discrimination Act 

Conference (Racial Discrimination Act from 1975, RDA) at the Australian Human Rights 

Commission in Sydney. The Racial Discrimination Act is a landmark piece of legislation. It was the 

first human rights and anti-discrimination legislation introduced by the Commonwealth 

Parliament, and it was instrumental in securing land rights for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander peoples. 

The Conference with 40th anniversary of RDA was held February 19-20 in Sydney. The main 

issues in the Conference were: Historical background of the Racial Discrimination Act, role of the 

Racial Discrimination Act and its consequences. 

Read more:  https://www.humanrights.gov.au/news/media-releases/governor-general-address-racial-discrimination-

conference  

https://www.humanrights.gov.au/our-work/race-discrimination/projects/rda40-conference-2015-40-years-racial-

discrimination-act 

Amnesty International condemns Australia´s asylum seeker policies 

On February 25, Amnesty International (AI) has delivered report on Australia´s approach to 

human rights, labelling the offshore processing of asylum seekers and the detention of children as 

inhumane and degrading. In AI report is also condemned the high number of Indigenous people 

in Australian prisons and very detailed described legislation introduced in the name of counter-

terrorisms and security as regressive. ´The Australia´s approach to asylum seekers was 

shamefully deficient´, said AI director Claire Mallinson.  

Read more: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-02-25/amnesty-condemns-australias-asylum-seeker-policies/6261348 

Money to restore Inverell´s war memorial 

On February 26, the state government has provided 9.900 dollars under its Community War 

Memorial Fund for a restoration of Inverell´s war memorial, which was moved to its current 

location in 1958. The improvements will enhance the monument, which is dedicated to the 

region's fallen.  

Read more: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-02-26/money-to-restore-inverells-war-memorial/5286722 
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Europe 

Ukraine Ceasefire? 

On February 12 in Minsk (Belarus), leaders of Russia, Ukraine, Germany and France announced 

an agreement of ceasefire in Ukraine beginning from February 15. Most of the fighting in the war 

zone stopped on the agreed day. However, rebel forces continued to gain Debaltseve, a town 

strategically located as it connects Donetsk and Luhansk region. Ukrainian forced had to pull back 

from Debatseve on February 18.  

Read more about Minsk agreement: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-31436513 

Attacks in Denmark 

During the weekend on February 14 and 15, a gunman killed two people and injured five 

policemen in Copenhagen. Firstly, he attacked a public debate on freedom of speech which was 

hosted by a cartoonist Lars Vilks. The gunmen shot dead a documentary-film director Finn 

Noergaard. During the night, he killed Dan Uzan who was standing guard at a synagogue. The 

attacker, who was identified as Omar El-Hussein, was shot dead by police on Sunday morning. 

According to the Danish Prime minister Mr El-Hussein was not member of any terrorist 

organisation. 

Read more: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-31493764 

Moldova has a new government 

After parliamentary election held in November 2014, Moldova has finally a new government. On 

February 18, a businessman Chiril Gaburici was approved by the parliament as a prime minister. 

His government consists of the Liberal Democratic Party and the Democratic Party; and it is 

proclaimed to be pro-European. However, it is a minority government that has to rely on support 

of the Communist party.  

Read more: http://www.rferl.org/content/moldova-political-dysfunction-gift-for-moscow/26860292.html 

Hungary’s ruling right-wing alliance lost supermajority in parliament 

On February 22, parliamentary by-election was held in Hungary. The alliance of Prime minister 

Orban’s party Fidesz and KDNP party were not able to gain the vacant seat. The mandate was 

gained by a leftist opposition candidate Zoltan Kesz. Thus, PM Orban lost the two-third majority 

which is necessary for passing changes in the constitution.  

Read more: http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/02/23/us-hungary-election-idUSKBN0LR0IF20150223 

Russian opposition politician Boris Nemtsov killed 

On February 27, one of the prominent Russian opposition leaders, Boris Nemtsov, was shot dead 

in Moscow. He was shot from behind while walking nearby Kremlin. Mr Nemtsov was a deputy 

prime minister during the Boris Yeltsin presidency in late 1990s. He founded a liberal party, the 

Union of Right Forces. He became a strong opponent against Vladimir Putin. Recently, he was one 

of the organizers of an opposition rally planned for Sunday March 1. The rally became a march to 

honour Mr Nemtsov. 

Read a profile of Boris Nemtsov: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-31669498  
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Middle East  

Perception of Women’s Political Leadership in Yemen 

The Arab Women’s Leadership Institute (AWLI) and the Arab World for Research and 

Development (AWRAD) published a poll (full presentation PDF) about the perception of women’s 

political leadership in Yemen. For example, the majority of respondents supported women in the 

positions of local council member (men 60 %, women 76 %), Member of Parliament (men 59 %, 

women 72 %), union leader (men 57 %, women 71 %) and ministerial position (men 59 %, 

women 72 %). Moreover, 59 % of men and 75 % of women also support the inclusion of a 30 

percent gender quota in parliament. 
 

Read more: http://arabwomenleadership.com/awli-poll-finds-greater-support-for-yemeni-women-leaders-needed/ 

ISIL's manifesto for women 

ISIL jihadists published a manifesto for women living under their wings. The manifesto repeatedly 

stresses that it is supportive of women's rights: 

 It is legitimate for a girl to be married at the age of nine 

 It advises a minimum two years of maternity leave 

 The ultimate purpose of a woman’s life is to produce children 

 Women should mostly stay at home and produce babies – unless called on to fight 

The document also attacks the oppression of women in the West and elsewhere in the Arab 

world. The manifesto on women by the Al-Khanssaa Brigade “Translation and analysis by Charlie 

Winter February 2015 Women of the Islamic State“ is available in English here (Translation and 

analysis by the Quilliam Foundation).  

 

Read more: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/syria/11392894/Isils-manifesto-for-women-

Marriage-at-nine-a-sedentary-life-and-two-years-maternity-leave.html, 

http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2015/2/5/female-warrior-guide-lays-out-rules-of-life-under-islamic-state.html   

Jordanian King, Czech president exchange highest state awards 

Jordanian King Abdullah II received the top Czech award, the Order of the White Lion by the 

Czech President Milos Zeman, in support of his fight against terrorism respectively against the 

Islamic state. Abdullah II is the first head of an Arab country to be given the Order of the White 

Lion since establishing of the independent Czech Republic. 
 

Read more: http://www.financninoviny.cz/zpravy/jordanian-king-czech-president-exchange-highest-state-

awards/1180045 

Egyptian activist Alaa Abd El Fattah sentenced to five years in jail 

An Egyptian court has sentenced a pro-democracy Alaa Abd El Fattah activist to five years in 

prison for violating a law banning unauthorized protests, which he organized in 2013. Other 

defendants (24 persons) received sentences ranging from 3 to 15 years.  

 

Read more: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-31583404  
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