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CEVRO – Liberal Conservative Academy was established in 1999 in Prague, Czech 

Republic as a non-profit organization seeking to support democratic development home 

and abroad. Throughout the years CEVRO has developed number of programs of political 

education, democracy assistance and capacity building for democratic leaders, parties 

and CSOs from all around the world. 

Democracy Monitor would like to offer you a monthly overview of the major political 

events in every region of our planet.  

We focus on affairs that are related to democracy, human rights and good governance.  
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Africa 

Amnesty International: Abducted journalist and pro-democracy activist must be found 

On April 9, the Amnesty International pronounced that a last month abducted Zimbabwean 

journalist and pro-democracy activist must be urgently found by the state authorities. In March, a 

High Court judge ordered Zimbabwean police and state security agents to search for Itai 

Dzamara, by including advertising on radio and newspapers, and to give fortnightly updates to 

the Court. On March 9, five men abducted Itai Dzamara from a barber's shop in Harare's Glen 

View suburb.  
READ MORE: http://allafrica.com/stories/201504101485.html 

Human rights organization in Kenya: state to muzzle us 

On April 11, the Human rights lobby group Haki Africa (HA) accused the Kenya´s government of 

trying to muzzle them. Coordinator of HA, Francis Auma said that his people are working on cases 

in which at least 55 people are either dead or missing. Mr Auma believes that these deaths and 

disappearances were carried out by the state agencies. 
READ MORE: http://allafrica.com/stories/201504120242.html 

Fight for Albino rights in Kenya 

On April 13, the national coordinator of Albinism Society of Kenya, Mr Isaac Mwaura said that 

governments at both county and national levels should include people with albinism in 

governance. Mr Mwaura urged Kenyans not to discriminate people living with albinism. 

READ MORE: http://allafrica.com/stories/201504130567.html 

 

Presidential and parliamentary election in Sudan 

The presidential and parliamentary four-day election began in Sudan on April 13. Nearly 13 

million people were registered to vote at nearly 11,000 polling centres.  The state´s Election 

Commission says President Omar al-Bashir won re-election with 94 percent of the vote. The 

turnout was 46.6 percent. The opposition boycotted the election. International observers 

criticized the election process. 
READ MORE: http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/interactive/2015/04/sudan-elections-2015-150409142920212.html 

Egyptian court sentenced former President Mursi for 20 years of maximum security 

April 21, Egyptian court has sent former President Mohammad Mursi to 20 years in prison. 12 

other people, including leaders of banned Muslim Brotherhood, were imposed the same 

punishment. They all were charged of inciting violence during anti-government protests in 

December 2012. The Muslim Brotherhood refused and criticized the verdict. So did for instance 

also a human rights organization, Amnesty International. 
READ MORE: http://allafrica.com/stories/201504210606.html 

 

Nigeria army rescues more Boko Haram hostages 

On April 28, Nigerian army liberated almost 300 women and girls detained by militants from the 

radical Islamist movement Boko Haram. They emerged in the forest Sambisa in the Northeast of 

the country.  

READ MORE: http://allafrica.com/view/group/main/main/id/00036663.html 
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America 
Hillary Clinton - the first woman US president? 

On April 12, former US first lady and ex-Secretary of State Hillary Clinton announced on her 

campaign websites that she wants to run in the presidential elections in autumn 2016. Mrs 

Clinton ran for the Democratic presidential nomination in 2008 but lost to Barack Obama. She has 

already had the support from Mr Obama, who said that she would make an "excellent president".  

READ MORE: http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/hillary-clinton-us-poised-for-announcement-of-second-

attempt-to-become-americas-first-woman-president-

10170853.html;http://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/13/us/politics/hillary-clinton-2016-presidential-campaign.html?_r=0 

Protests against corruption in Brazil 

On April 13, hundreds of thousands of people joined peaceful demonstrations across Brazil 

against government corruption. Sunday’s protests were the second large-scale demonstrations in 

Brazil in less than a month. On March 15, more than 1.7 million people from across the country 

gathered to show their disapproval of the Brazilian president. The protests were mostly against 

involvement of the governing Workers' Party in bribery at the state oil firm Petrobas and against 

social and economic policies of President Dilma Rousseff demanding that she resigns or is 

impeached. The President denies these accusations.  

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-32280674 

Protests in Baltimore turn violent 

On April 26, more than 1,000 protesters marched in Baltimore over the death of 25 years old 
black man Freddie Gray. Gray was arrested by police on April 12 and then suffered spinal injuries 
leading to death a week later. His case is the latest of a series of black Americans to die in police 
custody in recent months, sparing angry protests accusing the police of brutality. Baltimore has 
seen daily protests since his death on Sunday. 
After hours of peaceful demonstrations, some protesters smashed police windows and shop 
fronts. At least 12 people were arrested. 
Six police officers have been suspended following the death and an internal police investigation is 
under way. 
The police will report the findings of their investigation on May 1, when protesters hope the six 
suspended police officers will be charged - and have vowed further protests if they are not. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-32470490 
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Asia 

China released women activists from custody 

On April 13, five women activists in China were released after more than a month long detention. 

They were detained before March 8, the International Women’s Day. The activists are members of 

China’s Women’s Rights Action group. They planned a protest against sexual harassment. Their 

detention met strong international condemnation. They were released with a bail which means 

they still might be charged.     

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-32285585 

Two Azeri human rights activists sentenced  

Many imprisonments of human rights activists and journalist have been reported in last issues of 

Democracy Monitor. On April 16, the Baku Court for Grave Crimes sent to 6 ½ years of jail 

human rights activist Rasul Cafarov. Later, on April 22, the court sentenced also Intiquam Aliev to 

7 ½ years of prison. Mr Aliev is a human rights lawyer; he is not related to the Azeri president 

Aliev. Both activists were accused of tax evasion, illegal entrepreneurship and abuse of office 

which is a common charge used against political activists or journalist jailed in Azerbaijan. 

Amnesty International has recognized Mr Cafarov and Mr Aliev as prisoners of conscience. 
READ ABOUT MR CAFAROV’S CASE: http://www.rferl.org/content/azerbaijani-rights-activist-jailed-in-baku/26959831.html 
READ ABOUT MR ALIEV’S CASE: http://www.rferl.org/content/human-rights-lawmaker-sentenced-to-prison-in-

azerbaijan/26972464.html 

Presidential election in Kazakhstan 

Early presidential election was held in Kazakhstan on April 26. With no surprise, incumbent 

president Nursultan Nazarbaev won. According to the Central Election Commission, he received 

over 97% of the votes. The official reports say the turnout reached 95%. Mr Nazarbaev is now 74 

and has ruled Kazakhstan since 1989. In fact, there is no opposition in the country. Two other 

candidates, who run in this presidential election, have been claimed as only pro-governmental 

figures. Monitors from Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe criticised a lack of 

competition in the election. The country faces an economic slowdown. Therefore, the postponed 

election is seen as a confirmation of Mr Nazarbaev as the only leader.   

READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/kazakhstan-election-nazarbaev/26978826.html 

Sri Lanka’s parliament restrains president’s power 

Sri Lanka’s parliament voted for limiting the powers of president and renewing of the two-term 

limit for incumbent. Former president Mahinda Rajapaksha ran for the fourth time in the January 

election and surprisingly did not win. His opponent and successor in the election, Maithripala 

Sirisena won promising among others to curb presidential powers and fight against corruption.  

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-32507779 

Press freedom in Asia 

On April 29, the US-based agency Freedom House published its report on press freedom in 195 

countries of the World. According to the Freedom House’s index, only Japan, Taiwan, Mongolia, 

South Korea and India serve as countries with free media in Asia. Caucasus countries or islands in 

South-Eastern Asia are ranked as partly free. On the contrary, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and 

North Korea belong to the worst of the worst countries in relation to the press freedom. The rest 

of the continent includes countries were media are not free.  

SEE THE WHOLE REPORT: https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/freedom-world-2015#.VVxU3VL2RG2 
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Australia and Pacific 

Two Australian citizens executed for drug smuggling in Indonesia 

On April 6, Court of Appeal in Indonesia rejected the request of two Australian citizens who were 

sentenced to death for drug smuggling in 2006. They were convicted of belonging to an organized 

group dubbed "the Bali Nine" which attempted to smuggle 8.3 kilograms of heroin to Australia. 

The group, which included also residents of France, Ghana, the Philippines and Nigeria, was 

arrested by police on the Indonesian island of Bali in April 2005, when its members tried to 

smuggle to Australia more than eight kilograms of heroin. Indonesia did not respond the request 

of the international community to mitigate the punishment. The advocates of mitigation included 

the president of France, François Hollande and UN Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon. On April 28, 

the sentence was executed. On April 29, the Australia recalled its ambassador from Indonesia.   

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-32492182; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-32508722;  

                   http://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-32492181  

 

Australian police foiled a terrorist attack 

On April 18, the Australian police arrested five young men who allegedly planned a major terrorist 

attack in the second largest city of Australia, Melbourne. The men were inspired by the 

Organization of the Islamic state and they wanted to strike next week to mark the centenary of 

Australian troops landing on the Turkish peninsula of Gallipoli during the First World War. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-32361721 
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Europe 

Russian Duma stripped of immunity MP opposed Crimea annexation 

On April 7, Russian parliament (Duma) voted about immunity of Ilya Ponomaryov who is the only 

member of the Russian parliament who did not support the annexation of Crimea last year. In the 

winter 2011-2012, he organized protests against president Putin. Mr Ponomaryov is investigated 

because of corruption at a state-funded technological agency, the Skolkovo Foundation. He left 

Russia to visit the USA in August 2014. Since that time he is opposed to come back to his home 

country. The waiver of immunity open the way for Mr Ponomaryov’s indictment. 
READ MORE: http://www.euractiv.com/sections/europes-east/russian-mp-who-opposed-crimea-annexation-stripped-

immunity-313593 

READ MORE ABOUT THE INVESTIGATED CASE: http://rt.com/politics/247505-russia-ponomaryov-duma-immunity/ 

Ukraine’s de-communization laws 

On April 9, Ukrainian parliament passed a package of four laws as part of a de-communization 

process in the country. These laws condemn equally both Nazi and communist regime in the 

Ukrainian history, ban symbols of the Soviet era and Nazism or honour “those who struggled for 

Ukraine’s independence in the 20th century. The laws are awaited to be signed by president 

Poroshenko.  
READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/ukraine-decommunization-soviet-past-russia-stalin-lenin/26963110.html 

Parliamentary election in Finland 

On April 18, parliamentary election was held in Finland. Finland citizens voted 200 members of 

parliament. The election was won by so far opposition Centre Party which gained 49 seats. 

Eurosceptic and anti-immigration Finns party ended as second with 38 seats. Prime Minister 

Stubb’s centre-right National Coalition gained 37 seats. Social Democrats won 34 seats. Leader of 

Centre Party, Juha Sipilia, is expected to form the government with support of The Finns. Finland 

has been last 3 years in recession. Thus the main issue of election was economy. 
READ MORE: http://uk.reuters.com/article/2015/04/19/uk-finland-election-idUKKBN0NA09F20150419 

Press freedom in Europe 

On April 29, the US-based agency Freedom House published its report on press freedom in 195 

countries of the World. Generally, the European countries reach the best ratings. However, even 

in Europe we can find countries with limited freedom of media. Among the countries with partly 

free media belong some Western Balkan states as Bosnia and Herzegovina, Albania, Kosovo; or 

Macedonia which is at the worst level among these countries. In the same category, “partly free”, 

are Ukraine and Moldova. Russia and Belarus serve as countries with not free media.  
SEE THE WHOLE REPORT: https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/freedom-world-2015#.VVxU3VL2RG2 
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Middle East  

The Palestinians joined the International Criminal Court (ICC) 

On April 1, the Palestinians became the 123rd member of the ICC. Israel denounced this step 

because it is a key step towards being able to pursue Israelis for alleged war crimes respectively 

for the last war during last summer's 50-day conflict between Israel and militants in Gaza, which 

left more than 2,200 people dead. 
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-32144186 

Iran´s nuclear program to peaceful uses is not binding results for Iran's supreme 

leader 

On April 2, a framework agreement has been reached between Iran and the P5+1 group of six 

world powers (America, Russia, China, Britain, France and Germany) in restricting Iran's nuclear 

program to peaceful uses only. However, Iran's supreme leader Ayatollah Khamenei says: "I’m 

neither for nor against the outcome of the recent talks. According to the Iranian officials involved 

no measure has been taken yet and there are no binding results.” He also added on his websites: 

"What has been done so far does not guarantee an agreement, nor its contents, nor even that the 

negotiations will continue to the end." The final version of the agreement should be done at the 

end of June 2015. 

READ MORE: http://www.world-nuclear-news.org/NP-Pathway-agreed-to-reach-Iran-resolution-0704155.html, 

http://www.haaretz.com/news/middle-east/1.651145, http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/afp/article-3031954/Irans-

Khamenei-says-no-guarantee-nuclear-deal.html    

UNRWA urgently calls for safety and protection of civilians in Yarmouk 

The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) declared that the 

situation in the Palestine refugee camp of Yarmouk (Damascus) is very desperate. Moreover, they 

also “strongly appeals to all armed actors to cease hostilities that place civilians in acute danger 

and to withdraw immediately from civilian populated areas”. The camp was attacked by Islamist 

militants in the beginning of April and people have already been engulfed by intense fighting for 

over two years. 
READ MORE: http://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/press-releases/unrwa-urgently-calls-safety-and-protection-civilians-

yarmouk  

Israelis to commemorate 70 years since end of Holocaust 

On April 16, Israel commemorated 70 years since the end of Holocaust, when 6 million people 

were murdered during the World War II in the Holocaust. The Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 

said that “Ahead of World War II, the world attempted to appease the Nazis. They wanted quiet 

at any price, and the terrible price did come.” He added that “the main lesson of the Second 

World War, for democracies, is that they cannot turn a blind eye to tyrannical regimes”.  
READ MORE: http://mfa.gov.il/MFA/AboutIsrael/History/Holocaust/Pages/Holocaust-Martyrs%27-and-Heroes%27-

Remembrance-Day-2015.aspx, http://www.timesofisrael.com/netanyahu-iran-deal-proves-world-has-not-learned-lessons-

of-holocaust/  
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