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Africa 

Congo has a new government 

On May 11, thirteen constituencies in the Comoros held a partial re-run of the second round of 

the presidential election, during which irregularities and violence had been observed. Therefore, 

the re-run was ordered by the Constitutional Court. Six thousand people eligible to cast their vote 

were to decide a tight race between Colonel Azali Assoumani and Vice President Mhamed Ali 

Soillihi, who was nominated by the ruling Union for Development of the Comoros party. On May 

16, the Constitutional Court declared Mr. Assoumani to be a winner. He swore in as President ten 

days later. 
READ MORE: http://www.africanews.com/2016/05/10/key-presidential-re-run-in-comoros-on-may-11/; 

https://www.enca.com/africa/comoros-court-orders-partial-re-run-of-presidential-poll;  

http://www.africanews.com/2016/05/16/assoumani-officially-declared-president-elect-of-comoros/  

Zimbabwean citizens protesting online 

Zimbabwe, which has been under rule of President Mugabe since 1987, is in serious problems. Its 

economy is not in the best shape as the country is facing a cash crisis when only limited amount 

of cash is available; the unemployment rate is rising, and there are also problems with water and 

electricity supplies. Furthermore, there are accusations of violation of human rights by the 

government. In this situation, a social media protest started using the hashtag #Thisflag to 

motivate people to lift their heads up, stop being afraid, and say out loud when they do not like 

what is going on in their country. The government attempted to belittle the campaign and started 

a campaign with hashtag #OurFlag, which has not gotten much attention. At the same time, as a 

reaction to an April opposition demonstration criticizing President Mugabe's rule, thousands of 

people gathered on May 25 to express their support for the president. The people of Zimbabwe 

thus remain divided over its current leader. 
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-36416478; https://www.africanexponent.com/post/zimbabwe-

pastor-is-fighting-for-democracy-using-thisflag-3038; http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/05/zimbabwe-million-man-

march-mugabe-fizzles-160525151238333.html       

Kenya opposition protests 

The entire month, there were opposition protests organized all over the country. People called for 

electoral reform, including resignation of current electoral commission as they accuse its 

members of favoring the governing party. Protesters want a new commission for the 2017 

presidential election. During the protests, numerous cases of police violence were reported and at 

least three people were killed. On May 24, Western ambassadors called for talks to resolve the 

conflict. The Opposition Coalition of Reform and Democracy agreed and announced they are to 

suspend the protest until June 5 to start the talks. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-36037414; http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/04/malawi-

declares-state-emergency-drought-160413144707560.html; http://www.reuters.com/article/us-kenya-politics-

idUSKCN0YG1Q7 

South African President Zuma corruption allegation 

On May 22, Shaun Abrahams, National Director of public Prosecution, announced that he would 

not follow High Court ruling which suggested that allegations of President Zuma corrupted 

behavior in relation to 1999 deal should be investigated again and he was to appeal to the 

Supreme Court because of the ruling. However, the opposition criticized the decision and accused 

the prosecutor of close relations with the president. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-36357032; http://www.dw.com/en/south-africa-appeal-on-zuma-

graft-charges/a-19314711      
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Americas 

The suspension of Brazilian president Rousseff 

On May 12, Brazilian president Dilma Rousseff was suspended by the Senate and will be put on 

trial. After an all-night session 55 senators to 22 voted to suspend her due to the accusation of 

illegal manipulation of finances in order to hide a growing deficit in state finances. For the time 

the trial is taking place, which might be as long as 180 days, Vice-President Michel Temer 

assumes control of Brazil. He promised to lead Brazil in more free market-friendly direction, 

improve its poor economic situation, and thus win favor among Brazilians. Ms. Rousseff called the 

situation to be a coup and said she felt like a victim in this case. She claimed: "I have made 

mistakes, but I have not committed any crimes. I am being judged unjustly, because I have 

followed the law to the letter." 
READ MORE: http://edition.cnn.com/2016/05/12/americas/brazil-rousseff-impeachment-vote/; 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-36273916 

Venezuela's economic crisis is getting worse 

Venezuela is now suffering from the biggest crisis in its history. Overall 95% of export earnings of 

the country comes from oil; therefore, as price of oil have slumped worldwide, Venezuelan debts 

have gotten bigger, currency has devalued, and a high inflation has caused that people cannot 

buy enough stuff. Due to the lack of raw materials, on May 24 Coca-Cola announced it is cutting 

down their production in Venezuela, they will only continue to make non-sugar drinks. At the end 

of the month, the government engaged in a dialogue with opposition; however, the opposition 

remains skeptical and wants the current President to be removed. That is way on May 2 a petition 

with 1.8 million signatures was submitted calling for a referendum on President Nicolás Maduro.  

READ MORE: http://abcnews.go.com/International/venezuelas-economic-crisis-requires-foreign-intervention-

expert/story?id=40017947; http://www.bbc.com/news/business-36365336, http://www.reuters.com/article/us-

venezuela-politics-idUSKCN0YJ0GT 

US raids 

In May, media reported that the US administration was planning another round of raids against 

immigrants. They should be focused on people who had illegally entered the country since 2015 

from Central American countries. According to the US Border Patrol, more than 32 thousand 

families crossed illegally the borders of the United States from October 2015 to March 2016, 

which is 28 thousand more than in the same period the year before. A similar operation was 

carried out in January. During the operation, officials arrested 121, mainly mothers with children, 

who had been ordered by court to leave the country. The raids were criticized by immigration 

advocates and some Democrats, even by Hilary Clinton, who is running for a president. Observers 

say that raids, carried by Democratic government, could negatively affect Latino turnout at the 

upcoming election. It could mainly hurt the Democratic Party as Latinos are expected to vote for 

them. 

READ MORE: http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-immigration-deportation-exclusive-idUSKCN0Y32J1; 

http://www.politico.com/story/2016/05/immigration-raids-latinos-sanders-clinton-223671 

Mexican president proposes legalizing same-sex marriage 

On May 17, Mexican National Day against Homophobia, President Enrique Peña Niet met with 

LGBT right groups. On that occasion, the president announced he is to back the Supreme Court 

ruling from 2015 recommending all Mexican states to allow same-sex marriages. Some Mexican 

states, such as Coahuila, Jalisco, Mexico City, have already allowed it. The president also said he 

wanted this to be amended to the Constitution. 
READ MORE: http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2016/05/mexico-gay-marriage/483201/, 

http://www.latimes.com/world/mexico-americas/la-fg-mexico-same-sex-marriage-20160517-snap-story.html 
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Asia and Pacific 

Congress of Workers’ Party of North Korea 

On May 6, the 7th Congress of North Korean Workers Party took place. It was the first party 

congress since 1980. Analysts interpreted it as a step of Kim Jong Un to consolidate his power 

and to streghten the central role of the party at the expense of military. As a result, Kim gained a 

new title of the party chairman. He also announced North Korea's plan to extend its nuclear 

arsenal. A group of 128 foreign journalists was allowed to cover the congress. Human Rights 

Watch reported it was a tightly controlled trip. Three BBC correspondents, who were not 

members of the congress group but covered a trip of three Nobel Prize laureates, were detained 

in Pyongyang. 

READ MORE: http://www.reuters.com/article/us-northkorea-congress-idUSKCN0Y02MH; 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/05/11/dispatches-north-koreas-idea-freedom-expression 

Young Chinese environmentalist dies in police custody 

On May 7, 29-year-old Lei Yang was arrested by local Beijing police for visiting a brothel. After 

two hours in custody, Mr. Lei died. The official authorities claimed that he had died because of 

heart attack. However, his family said there were bruises on Mr. Lei’s head and arms. The case 

drew wide attention to brutal procedures of Chinese police. Several petitions pointing out the case 

were raised. The Beijing police promised to investigate the case. 

READ MORE: http://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/13/world/asia/china-lei-yang-police-death.html; 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/05/27/dispatches-china-should-end-deaths-police-custody 

Philippines election 

On May 9, general election took place in Philippines. Overall 54 million registered voters could 

vote for president, vice-president, senators, and local officials. Mr. Rodrigo Duterte won the 

presidential race gaining nearly 39 percent of the vote, with over 6 million votes more than his 

nearest rival. He succeeded by making promises to change corrupt and criminal system of the 

country. However, several human rights organizations pointed out his alleged collaboration with 

death squads, which were allowed to murder criminals in the city of Davao, where he had been a 

mayor. Ms. Leni Robredo won the position of vice-president in a tight contest. She received 

14,418,817 votes while the second candidate, Mr. Bongbong Marcos, 14,155,344.  
READ MORE: http://cnnphilippines.com/news/2016/05/27/official-count-duterte-president-robredo-vp.html; 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-36253612 

Vietnamese activists stopped from candidacy and meeting with Obama 

On May 22, Vietnam held election to National Assembly, which has only limited power as the 

leading role of the Communist party and its politburo is guaranteed. There were 870 candidates 

approved for of the election to the 500-seat parliament, but only 11 of them were not members 

of the Communist Party. More than 100 independent candidates were prevented from candidacy. 

Moreover, some independent candidates reported they had been threatened to withdraw their 

candidacy. Only a day after the election, the US president Barack Obama visited the coutnry. For 

the US-Vietnam relations, the announcement of repelling the embargo on the sale of lethal arms 

to Vietnam was important. However, Mr. Obama also met representatives of six civic society 

organizations and in his speech broadcasted by the state television on May 24 he criticized the 

stand of political freedom, after some activists were prevented from attending the meeting 

mentioned above.  
READ MORE: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-05-20/vietnam-national-assembly-elections-plagued-by-bias/7430010; 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-36354740; http://edition.cnn.com/2016/05/24/politics/obama-vietnam-south-

china-sea/ 
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Eurasia 

Kyrgyz parliament rejected NGO law 

On May 12, Kyrgyz legislators voted against a law targeting foreign founded nongovernmental 

organizations. The original proposal was based on the Russian “foreign agent” law from 2012. 

Human rights activists criticized the proposal as it is in contradiction with international human 

rights standards.    

READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/kyrgyzstan-controversial-ngo-law-rejected/27731213.html?ltflags=mailer 

Referendum in Tajikistan 

On May 22, Tajikistan held a referendum on constitutional changes. The citizens voted whether 

they agree or not with a package of constitutional amendments. Among the 41 proposed 

amendments was a ban of religious parties. This is to target especially the Islamic Renaissance 

Party of Tajikistan which used to be perceived as a moderate opposition party; however, 

government labeled it as a terrorist group last year. Among proposed amendments there was one 

to lower the age limit for presidential office from 35 to 30 years. That would enable president 

Rahmon’s 29-year-old son to run for the office in 2020 election. President Emomali Rahmon has 

been ruling the country since 1992. 
READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/tajikistan-referendum-/27749878.html 

Nadia Savchenko released 

Ukrainian pilot Nadia Savchenko was released after two years of Russian imprisonment. On May 

25, she arrived to Kyiv. In March, Russian court sentenced her to 22 years of prison for 

involvement in death of two Russian journalists in Ukrainian conflict zone. Ms. Savchenko has 

been condemning this allegation and had held several hunger strikes during her detention. Her 

release was welcomed by many representatives of western countries and international 

organizations. 

READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/ukraine-savchenko-prisoner-swap-poroshenko/27756328.html 

Kadia Ismayilova released from prison 

Azerbaijani journalist Kadia Ismayilova was released from prison on May 25. She was detained in 

December 2014 and sentenced to 7 ½ years in prison in September 2015. However, the court 

released her after changing her sentence on suspended term of 3 ½ years. Ismayilova's release 

was welcomed by several representatives of European and international institutions, as well as 

human rights groups. Nevertheless, they pointed out that many prisoners detained for political 

reasons still remained in prison. Ms. Ismayilova was released only three days before Azerbaijan 

annual Republic Day. Azerbaijani first lady and lawmaker Mehriban Aliyeva proposed a mass 

amnesty to celebrate this occasion. Overall 3,500 prisoners should be released during next four 

months. It was not known by the end of May whether political prisoners would be among those 

who should be released. 

READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/azerbaijan-ismayilova-khadija-supreme-court-

appeal/27756276.html?ltflags=mailer; http://www.rferl.org/content/azerbaijan-other-political-

prisoners/27757458.html?ltflags=mailer; http://www.rferl.org/content/thousands-of-azerbaijanis-released-

amnesty/27747281.html?ltflags=mailer; https://iwpr.net/global-voices/azerbaijan-political-arrests-continue   
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Europe 

Presidential election in Austria 

On May 22, the second round of presidential election was held in Austria. The winner of the first 

round Norbert Hofer, nominee of a far right Freedom party of Austria, placed second getting 

49.7% of the vote. His opponent Alexander van der Bellen won with 50.3 % of votes. Mr. Hofer 

was strong in rural areas; meanwhile, Mr. Bellen won cities. The election showed a deep division 

within Austrian society and it will be up to a new president to overcome it. 
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36355615; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36362505    

Cyprus parliamentary election 

Cyprus held a parliamentary election on May 22 to elect 56 people to the House of 

Representatives. Other 24 members should be elected by Turkish inhabitants of the island; 

however, due to the partition of Cyprus in 1974, these remain vacant. The Democratic rally 

(DISY), currently a ruling party, won the election getting 30.69% of the vote. The Progressive 

Party of Working People (AKEL) came second with 25.67% of the vote. Only these two parties 

officially backed a proposed solution for reunification of the island by current President Nikos 

Anastasiadis, who had renewed negotiations with representatives of the northern (Turkish) part 

of the island last year. The election showed that DISY and AKEL's voters' support combined 

diminished in comparison with the last election. That is an important indicator as the final deal on 

reunification is to be approved in a referendum. 

READ MORE: http://greece.greekreporter.com/2016/05/22/cyprus-parliamentary-elections-final-results/; 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2016-05/23/c_135382283.htm    

 

Elections in the UK 

On May 5, the United Kingdom held a local election. At the same time, Britons elected new 

members of their parliaments. In Scotland, the biggest voters' support got the Scottish national 

Party (63 seats in 129-seat parliament). In Northern Ireland, the Democratic Unionist Party won 

the election, retaining all its 39 seats in 21-seat house of commoncs. In Wales, the Labour Party 

got 29 out of 60 seats in the parliament. 

In the local election, the Labour Party won the most seats. The party has lost some support; 

however, it was less than expected. Therefore, it probably will not lead to serious calls for party 

leader Jeremy Corbyn’s resignation. On that day, London elected its first Muslim mayor Sadiq 

Khan (Labour Party). His opponent during the campaign made comments on Khan's religion and 

race, which probably backfired on him, as some Londoners said they were turned-off by Zac 

Goldsmith's personal attacks on Mr. Khan. 
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/election/2016/councils; http://www.wsj.com/articles/sadiq-khan-set-to-be-

elected-londons-first-muslim-mayor-1462574861; http://edition.cnn.com/2016/05/06/europe/uk-london-mayoral-race-

sadiq-khan/     

Polish Constitution Court Crisis 

The European Commission (EC) released a statement on May 18 where it announced Poland had 

one week to make a significant progress in dealing with its Constitutional Court crisis. The EC had 

been concerned for some time that rule of law is threatened in Poland and is has been undergoing 

steps under the Framework for addressing systemic threats to the Rule of Law. On May 24, First 

Vice-President of the EC Frans Timmermans visited Poland and held talks with Prime Minster 

Beata Szydlo. The EC is expected to release another statement on the issue at the beginning of 

June.  
READ MORE: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-16-2017_en.htm   
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Middle East and North Africa 

Libyan government 

On May 16, a meeting was held in Vienna between Libyan Government of National Accord (GNA) 

and representatives of European and Middle Eastern countries. GNA officially requested for 

exemption from the UN embargo. They want their forces to be able to receive training and 

weapons from abroad. The USA with other countries accepted it more or less positively; however, 

Russia strongly disagreed. Moscow wants the rival Libyan government based in Tobruk to 

recognize the GNA first. Furthermore, some experts expressed their concerns as they fear 

weapons would thus get easier to IS fighters. 
READ MORE: https://theglobalobservatory.org/2016/05/libya-arms-embargo-united-nations-gna-hor/;  

http://mediterraneanaffairs.com/libya-the-un-brokered-unity-government-between-skepticism-and-hope/   

Syrian civil war and peace talks 

Fighting in Syria intensified during May and frequent violations of the truce have been reported. 

The peace talks in Geneva, interrupted in April, were not resumed as major power did not 

succeed to agree on a new date of talks. Eventually, on May 30 the High Negotiations Committee, 

the main opposition body, announced it is suspending its involvement in the talks as it led to no 

result due to regime's unwillingness to do real compromises and repeated attacks on Syrian 

people. On the same day Mohammed Alloush, the chief negotiator of opposition, resigned as he 

regards the talks as failure. 
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-36410564; http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-

syria-idUSKCN0Y81G2    

Yemen peace talks 

Peace talks that started at the end of April still have not delivered any results. Parties have been 

struggling with agreeing on who should lead the country once peace is established. On May 17, 

representatives of Hadi government announced they were suspending their participation until the 

opposite site accepts their proposal. Some observers think that Hadi's aim might be to provoke its 

rival delegation and make them withdraw from the talks. 
READ MORE: http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/05/yemen-talks-kuwait-war-saudi-arabia-houthis-hadi-

government.html 

Local election in Lebanon 

Lebanon held a local election in April. It started on May 9 in Beirut and Bekaa Valley 

governorates. The last region voting was north Lebanon on May 29. It was expected people would 

express their (dis)satisfaction with the government as there has been numerous protests related 

to a recent garbage crisis and the fact that parliamentary election had been already postponed 

twice as the parliament voted to extend its term until June 2017. It was the first election since 

the migrant crisis hit the country. According to analytics, the election showed deep dissatisfaction 

of people with current elites and witnessed decrease of support of traditional parties. There were 

no serious security problems reported during the election; therefore, observers stated there 

should be no real security or logistical justification for postponing parliamentary election 

scheduled for 2017. They were to take place in 2013; however, the parliament was not able to 

agree on a new electoral law on time. Furthermore, Lebanon has been incapable of electing a new 

president since 2014. On May 10, it was the 38th attempt to elect a president; however, the 

quorum was not present; therefore, the election could not take place. 
READ MORE: https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/05/11/beiruts-election-was-surprisingly-

competitive-could-it-shake-up-lebanese-politics/; http://www.thearabweekly.com/?id=5333; http://www.al-

monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/06/lebanon-elections-iraq-protests-change-sectarian-politics.html; 
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