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CEVRO was established in 1999 in Prague, Czech Republic as a non-profit organization 

seeking to support democratic development home and abroad. Throughout the years 

CEVRO has developed number of programs of political education, democracy assistance 

and capacity building for democratic leaders, parties and CSOs from all around the 

world. 

Democracy Monitor would like to offer you a monthly overview of the major political 

events in every region of our planet. 

We focus on affairs that are related to democracy, human rights and good governance. 
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Africa 
New President of the Central African Republic Touadéra confirmed by the Constitutional 

Court 

At the beginning of March, new President of the Central African Republic Faustin-Archange 

Touadéra was confirmed by the Constitutional Court. Mr. Touadéra, who was sworn in on March 

30, won in the second round against former Prime Minister Dologuelé. Mr. Touadéra won 62% of 

the vote and his supporters hope he will fulfill promises proclaimed. In the second round Mr. 

Touadera got support of the majority of the defeated candidates which proves he has a strong 

position. During the campaign he promised to end the worst crisis in country's history, when the 

country faces religious violence between Christian and Muslim militias. Observers hope that Mr. 

Touadéra will take a chance to stop the violence and return the country to peace after three years 

of political and religious conflicts.  

READ MORE: http://www.reuters.com/article/us-centralafrica-election-idUSKCN0W34AF 

Zambia's main opposition leader was arrested  

On March 3, Vice-President of the United Party for National Development Geoffrey Mwamba was 

arrested. He is suspected of instigation to violence against incumbent President Edgar Lungu. On 

March 10, Mr. Mwamba and 21 other party members appeared in court, but they denied all the 

accusations. Because of August parliamentary, presidential, and communal elections, the tension 

between opposition and ruling parties is growing. It is anticipated that incumbent President Lungu 

and Hakainde Hichilema of the United Party for National Development will be the main runners in 

the upcoming presidential elections. 
READ MORE: http://www.euronews.com/newswires/3162059-zambia-opposition-leader-arrested-for-inciting-violence-

police/  

Angola's President dos Santos might resign in 2018 

In the middle of March, Angola's President Jose Eduardo dos Santos said he would step down and 

leave politics in 2018. Dos Santos is one of Africa's longest-ruling leaders; he has been in office 

since 1979. Dos Santos did not explain his decision, nor did he mention his successor, which is 

common on African continent. However, many doubt that he will really keep his word as he has 

many similar announcements before. Another matter to be mentioned is that next presidential 

elections will be held in 2017; therefore, some Angolan citizens and foreign observers wonder 

why he had decide not to step down before these elections. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-35784066  

President Issoufou won Niger presidential re-election 

On March 20, the second round of presidential elections in Niger took place. There were two main 

candidates running for presidency who got most votes in the first round, which was held in 

February. Current President Issoufou got 48.7 % of the vote. Second came Mr. Amadou with 

almost 18% of the vote, who was at that time imprisoned on charges of child trafficking which he 

denied. The second round was a triumph for Mr. Issoufou who gained 92% of the vote. Mr. 

Amadou got 7%. Opposition boycotted the second round accusing the state of treating their 

candidate unfairly. They have also announced they would not acknowledge the election result. 

READ MORE: http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/03/niger-president-issoufou-scores-landslide-election-win-

160323053403939.html, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-35876692  

http://www.euronews.com/newswires/3162059-zambia-opposition-leader-arrested-for-inciting-violence-police/
http://www.euronews.com/newswires/3162059-zambia-opposition-leader-arrested-for-inciting-violence-police/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-35784066
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/03/niger-president-issoufou-scores-landslide-election-win-160323053403939.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/03/niger-president-issoufou-scores-landslide-election-win-160323053403939.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-35876692
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Americas 
Farc peace talks in Cuba miss deadline for final deal 

Colombian peace negotiators, the Colombian government and leftist rebels, have been holding 

talks since 2002. Last year they set a deadline for a final peace agreement for 23 March 2016. 

Even though the parties have agreed on key issues such as demobilization and disarmament of 

the Farc, an insurgent army, the final agreement has not been reached yet. The Farc is most 

concerned about their safety. Once they are disarmed, they could be attacked by other 

paramilitary groups. Despite the failure to meet the deadline, progress has been made within last 

six month as both sides showed their desire to establish an agreement which will put an end to 

the longest internal conflict in Latin America which started in 1964.  

READ MORE: http://colombiareports.com/colombia-peace-talks-miss-deadline-not-without-progress/ 

Brazil's biggest party quits ruling coalition 

On March 29, Brazilian Democratic Movement Party (PMDB) announced their decision to break up 

with the ruling coalition. As PMDB is the largest party, this poses a big problem. President of 

Brazil, Dilma Rousseff, is now leading a fragile minority government. Even if Ms. Rousseff is able 

to maintain stability in the government, it is not sure whether she will remain in office. The 

opposition wants to start a process of impeachment against her as they are accusing her of 

breaking budget laws to raise chances of winning presidential election. The lower house shall vote 

on the issue in mid-April. If MPs decide to back the impeachment, the Senate will decide whether 

to put Rousseff on trial. Once she is on trial, she has to be temporarily suspended and replaced 

by Vice President Michel Temer, a leader of the PMDB.  Leaders of six opposition parties had 

already announced that they are willing to support Mr. Temer's transitional government. 

READ MORE: http://www.reuters.com/article/us-brazil-politics-idUSKCN0WU1AC  

President Obama visited Cuba 

US President Barack Obama, who is in his last year in the White house, tries to accomplish his 

foreign policy legacy pledges, including the normalization of relations with Cuba. Between March 

20 and 22, he paid a visit to the island, which makes him the first sitting American president to 

travel to Cuba since 1928. During the visit Mr. Obama met President Raúl Castro. On a news 

conference they said that they had agreed that this visit is a new step in normalization of their 

relations; however, they admitted there are still great differences between the two countries. 

President Obama said also said he believed that the US embargo on Cuba would come to an end; 

nevertheless, he was not sure when. A week later, former Cuban leader Fidel Castro criticized the 

visit and accused Obama of sweet-talking. According to the White house it indicates a "significant 

impact of President Obama's visit to Cuba." 
READ MORE: http://goo.gl/pYGcZX; https://goo.gl/Su4uiP;http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/fidel-castro-barack-obama-

cuba-visit-1.3509837 

Mexico will not pay for a bigger border wall 

During his campaign Donald Trump, a possible republican candidate for presidential elections, has 

expressed his distaste for migrants coming from Mexico. He said they are the source of increasing 

crime rate. As a solution he wants to build a bigger border wall between Mexico and the USA, 

which should be paid according to him by Mexico itself. In an interview on March 2 Mexican 

Treasury Secretary Luis Videgaray flatly refused Mexico would pay for the wall and called the idea 

ignorant. It was the first direct government reaction to Trump's proposals. Furthermore, Mexican 

state official Francesco Guzman stated that Mexico would not want to involve in US presidential 

debates. However, it was announced Mexico would like to set up a campaign to improve a 

perception of Mexico in the USA. 
READ MORE: http://edition.cnn.com/2016/03/03/politics/mexico-treasury-secretary-trump-wall/; 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-election-mexico-idUSMTZSAPEC32E3I5AU  

http://colombiareports.com/colombia-peace-talks-miss-deadline-not-without-progress/
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Asia and Pacific 
New president of Myanmar 

On March 15, Myanmar's parliament elected Htin Kyaw president of the country. Mr. Kyaw is a 

close ally of Suu Kyi, a leader of the National League for Democracy (NLD), who could not be 

elected to the office due to constitutional limits. After November parliamentary election, NLD has 

a strong majority in the parliament holding 390 seats in both chambers. Mr. Kyaw won the 

election getting 360 of 652 votes. Mr. Myint Swe, nominated by the military, placed second with 

123 votes. Henry Van Thio, who received 79 votes, came third. They will hold offices of vice-

presidents. Mr. Kyaw is the first civilian president of Myanmar after more than 50 years of 

military rule. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-35808921 

New law against child sexual abuse in Pakistan 

Pakistani parliament passed a new law criminalizing sexual violence, child trafficking, and 

pornography. Now, the bill waits for president’s signature to come into force. Sexual assault or 

child trafficking had not been illegal before. Last summer a big case related to child pornography 

hit Pakistan; however, culprits could not be punished as they did not act against the law, because 

at that time only rape and sodomy were illegal.  

READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/pakistan-parliament-passes-law-against-child-sexual-abuse/27606028.html 

Two Vietnamese bloggers sent to prison 

A court in Vietnam sentenced two bloggers to five and three years in prison. The trial took place 

on March 23, which was almost two years since they were detained. They were convicted of 

abusing “the rights to freedom and democracy to infringe upon the interest of state”. Nguyen Huu 

Vinh, a former police officer and party member, founded the blog Ba Sam in 2007. The second 

convict was his assistant Thi Minh Thuy. The blog published articles and commentaries based on 

official Vietnamese media as well translated articles from English or French speaking sources. Its 

purpose was to provide the readers with variety of sources and views on political, social or 

economic topics. 
READ MORE: https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/03/22/vietnam-drop-charges-against-prominent-bloggers; 

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/world/article/Vietnam-jails-prominent-blogger-for-anti-state-6975866.php  

Mass killings in Lahore during Easter 

On March 27, more than 70 people were killed in a suicide attack in Pakistani city of Lahore. 

Jamaat-ur-Ahrar, a faction of Pakistan Taliban, claimed responsibility for the attack, targeted on 

Christians celebrating Easter. However, most of the killed were Muslims. Attacks against religious 

minorities have increased in Pakistan in recent years.  

READ MORE: http://www.reuters.com/article/us-pakistan-blast-factbox-

idUSKCN0WU0VA?mod=related&channelName=worldNews; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-35916578 

Human Rights Watch’s report on conditions of people with mental health disabilities 

Human Rights Watch published a report describing abuse which people with mental disabilities 

face in Indonesia. There are only 48 mental hospitals in the country of 250 million people; and 

one trained psychiatrist per 300,000 to 400,000 people. Thus, conditions even in specialized 

institutions are often critical. Moreover, it is widely believed in Indonesia that mental problems 

are caused by possession by evil spirits. Therefore, families usually look for help from traditional 

healers at first. People with psychosocial disabilities are often involuntarily detained under terrible 

conditions for many years and face sexual or psychical violence. Although the government have 

taken some steps to improve the state of people with mental health problems, the practice 

remains terrible. 

READ MORE: https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/03/21/living-hell/abuses-against-people-psychosocial-disabilities-

indonesia  

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-35808921
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Eurasia 
Bombing in Turkey 

Two deadly bombing attacks hit Turkey during the month. On March 13, at least 35 people were 

killed and 125 injured in an attack in Turkish capital Ankara. The Kurdish militant group TAK 

claimed to carry out the attack. Less than a week after, on March 19, another suicide bombing 

took place in Istanbul, causing at least 5 deaths and left 35 people injured. According to Turkish 

Interior Ministry, IS was behind the attack. In the past 5 months, Turkey experienced 5 bombing 

in Ankara or Istanbul. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34503388 

Ten political prisoners released on presidential amnesty in Azerbaijan 

On March 17, Azerbaijani president Ilham Aliyev signed a decree to release 148 people from 

prison, among them 10 prisoners of conscience. Later that month, human rights lawyer, Intigam 

Iliyev was also freed. However, several other human rights defenders remain behind the bars.  

READ MORE: https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/03/azerbaijan-pocs-release/; 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/press-releases/2016/03/azerbaijan-releases-human-rights-lawyer-intigam-aliyev/  

Election in Kazakhstan  

On March 20, Kazakhstan held an early parliamentary election, which should set a new grip for 

the country facing an economic crisis in. As after election in 2012, three parties have entered the 

parliament – the ruling Nur-Otan party with 82.15%, the Ak Zhol with 7.18%, and the 

Communist People’s Party of Kazakhstan with 7.14%. According to observation by the Office for 

Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR/OSCE), only slight progress in election 

organization was noted. In total six parties took part in the election. But only the Nationwide 

Social Democratic Party can be considered a genuine opposition party. Real political competition 

remains very limited. 
ANALYSIS OF THE RESULTS BY RFE/RL: http://www.rferl.org/content/qishloq-ovozi-kazakhstan-parliamentary-elections-

analysis/27626143.html; OSCE’S PRELIMINARY REPORT ON THE PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION: 

http://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/kazakhstan/229101?download=true  

Twenty-two years of prison for Nadia Savchenko 

On March 22, the Ukrainian military pilot Nadia Savchenko was sentenced to 22 years in prison 

and a fine of 30,000 rubles. Russian court convicted her of complicity in death of two Russian 

journalists and several civilians during the fighting in Eastern Ukraine in June 2014. Ms. 

Savchenko denies the charges and has undergone hunger strikes several times since she was 

detained in August 2014. According to her lawyers, she is planning to go on dry hunger strike 

soon. Even before the conviction, many world politicians, human rights organizations as well as 

activists had expressed their support for Ms. Savchenko demanding her immediate release.  

READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/russian-court-resumes-reading-savchenko-verdict/27627982.html; 

http://www.rferl.org/content/ukraine-savchenko-petition-letter-release/27594058.html  

Kadyrov appointed to acting head of Chechnya 

On March 25, Russian president Vladimir Putin signed a decree appointing present leader of 

Chechnya Ramzan Kadyrov the acting head of the republic until the election scheduled for 

September 2016. Kadyrov's second term should end on April 5. In February, he announced that 

he would not serve his third term. However, short after a public campaign in support of Mr. 

Kadyrov remaining in office has begun. Moreover, Mr. Putin said he hoped that Kadyrov would 

run in the September ballot. Therefore, it is expected he eventually would take part in the 

election. Mr. Kadyrov has ruled Chechnya since 2004. He has been widely accused of serious 

human rights violations. It is also believed he was involved in murder of Russian opposition 

politician Boris Nemtsov in February last year. 

READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/caucasus-report-putin-kadyrov-reelection/27637133.html  

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34503388
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/03/azerbaijan-pocs-release/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/press-releases/2016/03/azerbaijan-releases-human-rights-lawyer-intigam-aliyev/
http://www.rferl.org/content/qishloq-ovozi-kazakhstan-parliamentary-elections-analysis/27626143.html
http://www.rferl.org/content/qishloq-ovozi-kazakhstan-parliamentary-elections-analysis/27626143.html
http://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/kazakhstan/229101?download=true
http://www.rferl.org/content/russian-court-resumes-reading-savchenko-verdict/27627982.html
http://www.rferl.org/content/ukraine-savchenko-petition-letter-release/27594058.html
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Europe 
EU-Turkey deal on migrants 

On March 18, a summit of the EU and Turkey took place in Brussels. It was announced that on 

the summit it was agreed to conclude a new deal between the EU and Turkey as a solution to the 

migrant crisis Europe has been facing for months. Under the agreement, since March 20 Turkey is 

to take back every migrant which gets to Greece. For every Syrian migrant Turkey accepts from 

Greece, the EU is obliged to take one Syrian refugee from Turkey. Like this, the EU shall accept 

up to 72 thousands migrants, then the program will be stopped. In exchange for Turkish help, the 

EU will provide additional three billion euros to help Turkey in managing refugees (therefore, 

overall providing them with 6 billion euros) and under the Dutch presidency of the Council of the 

European Union Chapter 33 of the accession process shall be opened. Furthermore, EU promised 

to lift visa requirements at the latest by the end of June 2016. The deal was not welcomed by all 

EU representatives as it allegedly is contrary to international law. The deal was heavily criticized 

by human rights groups because they are of the opinion that the deal does not respect basic 

human and civil rights. 

READ MORE: http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/mar/18/eu-deal-turkey-migrants-refugees-q-and-a; 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-16-963_en.htm ; http://www.politico.eu/article/spain-rejects-eu-migration-

refugees-turkey-deal-jose-manuel-garcia-margallo-europe-migration-crisis-refugees/; 

http://commondreams.org/news/2016/03/18/critics-condemn-eu-turkey-deal-turned-refugees-bargaining-chips  

Legislative election in Slovakia 

There was a legislative election held in Slovakia on March 6. The social democratic Smer-SD of 

current Prime Minister Robert Fico won the election getting 28.3% of the vote; however, it had 

lost many voters as in previous election the party got 44.4%. The results did not enable Smer-SD 

to continue in previous majority government. It seemed that even though Mr Fico's party won the 

election, the party would not be a member of a new government as most of other parties had 

proclaimed they would not form a coalition with Smer-SD. Nevertheless, two weeks after the 

election a new government coalition was announced. It consists of Smer-SD, Slovak National 

Party (SNS), Most-Híd, and #Sieť that overall have 79 sets in 150-seat parliament, despite the 

fact that #Sieť and Most-Híd repeatedly said they would not join a coalition with Smer-SD. 
 READ MORE: http://www.reuters.com/article/us-slovakia-election-idUSKCN0W62PA; 

http://www.euractiv.com/section/elections/news/slovakias-fico-to-lead-his-third-government/  

Terrorist attack in Brussels 

In the morning of March 22, terrorists carried out two attacks in Brussels killing at least 35 people 

including three attackers and leaving more than 350 people injured. The attacks took place at 

Zaventem airport and at Maalbeek metro station. It is believed that the attacks were carried as a 

revenge for arrest of Salah Abdelsalam who is suspected of organizing terrorists responsible for 

terrorist attacks carried out in Paris in November 2015. This was the deadliest terror attack in 

Belgium history. Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant claimed responsibility for the attacks. 
READ MORE: http://www.latimes.com/world/europe/la-fg-brussels-airport-explosion-20160322-story.html; 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/brussels-attacks-death-toll-lowered_us_56facaa4e4b0a372181b27ed  

Polish Constitution Court 

On March 9, Polish Constitutional Court announced it found the new rules imposed on it at the 

end of 2015 unconstitutional. Prime Minister Beata Szydlo from the Law and Justice Party which 

got parliamentary majority in the election in October 2015 said it did not recognize the validity of 

the court's judgment. Observers say the situation is heading towards a constitutional crisis. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-35766482  

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/mar/18/eu-deal-turkey-migrants-refugees-q-and-a
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-16-963_en.htm
http://www.politico.eu/article/spain-rejects-eu-migration-refugees-turkey-deal-jose-manuel-garcia-margallo-europe-migration-crisis-refugees/
http://www.politico.eu/article/spain-rejects-eu-migration-refugees-turkey-deal-jose-manuel-garcia-margallo-europe-migration-crisis-refugees/
http://commondreams.org/news/2016/03/18/critics-condemn-eu-turkey-deal-turned-refugees-bargaining-chips
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-slovakia-election-idUSKCN0W62PA
http://www.euractiv.com/section/elections/news/slovakias-fico-to-lead-his-third-government/
http://www.latimes.com/world/europe/la-fg-brussels-airport-explosion-20160322-story.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/brussels-attacks-death-toll-lowered_us_56facaa4e4b0a372181b27ed
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-35766482
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Middle East and North Africa 
New Libyan Government 

After months where Libyan political representatives were not able to agree on a new government, 

Presidential Council announced on March 12 that it had got enough support in the House of 

Representatives, one of the two rival assemblies, and from other important political figures for 

the new Government of National Accord. The Government was nominated by the Presidential 

Council which is supported by the UN. The very same day, the government called on public 

institutions to start communication with the new government and peacefully hand over power. 

READ MORE: http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/mar/13/libyan-unity-government-moves-to-take-power-as-sole-

ruling-authority;  

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/03/libya-backed-unity-government-arrives-tripoli-160330125804929.html 

Syrian peace talks 

As the cessation of hostilities came into effect, at the beginning of March Syrians in numerous 

Syrian cities were demonstrating against President Bashar Asad. The cessation of hostilities has 

been disrupted on several occasions; however, according to US secretary of state John Kerry the 

cessation is basically maintained. At the same time, the UN backed peace talks between 

representatives of Syrian government and opposition, which were renewed on March 14 in 

Geneva. Experts predict that the Geneva talks could finally end the war; nevertheless, it is 

expected the talks to be highly complicated and long. The round of peace talks ended on March 

24. Another one is to start on April 11. The hopes raised as Russian President Vladimir Putin 

announced it is withdrawing its military from Syria, nevertheless, it later turned out that not all 

the equipment and personnel are being removed from Syria. 
SYRIAN PROTESTS: http://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/05/world/middleeast/bashar-al-assad-protesters-syria-truce.html, 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/03/04/syria-cease-fire-anti-bashar-assad-protests/81320460/; PEACE 

RUSSIA WITHDRAWL: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/alastair-crooke/russia-withdraw-syria_b_9487262.html; TALKS: 

http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/03/us-russia-encouraged-syria-peace-talks-kerry-lavrov.html 

Iranian missile program 

On March 30, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, a supreme leader of Iran, held a speech where he declared 

Iran is not to abandon its missile program because it is essential for strengthening Iranian 

position in negotiations with world's major power. Iranian tests raised a serious concern among 

UN Security Council members and other countries. The USA and Israel criticized Iran for the tests 

as they see it a violation of a UN resolution. Iran thus escalates the tension in region as Israeli 

ambassador to the UN said that there was "Israel must be wiped off the face of the Earth" written 

on missiles. UN Secretary-general Ban Ki-mun called on Iran to act with moderation and caution 

and not to further "increase tensions through hasty actions." 
READ MORE: http://edition.cnn.com/2016/03/08/middleeast/iran-missile-test/; 

http://www.un.org/sg/spokesperson/highlights/?HighD=3/10/2016&d_month=3&d_year=2016; 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/mar/30/khamenei-defends-iran-missile-programme-un-concerns-mount   

Israeli secret relocation operation ended 

On March 2O, Israel transported 17 Yemeni Jews to Israel and later released an announcement 

where he annonced an end of secret airlifts which had overall brought to the country from Yemen 

more than 50,000 Jews. Israel had been relocating Jewish communities from neighboring 

countries since 1948 as they often found themselves in an unfriendly environment. 
READ MORE: http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/mar/21/israel-airlifts-19-of-last-remaining-yemeni-jews 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/mar/13/libyan-unity-government-moves-to-take-power-as-sole-ruling-authority
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