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CEVRO was established in 1999 in Prague, Czech Republic as a non-profit organization 

seeking to support democratic development home and abroad. Throughout the years 

CEVRO has developed number of programs of political education, democracy assistance 

and capacity building for democratic leaders, parties and CSOs from all around the 

world. 

Democracy Monitor would like to offer you a monthly overview of the major political 

events in every region of our planet. 

We focus on affairs that are related to democracy, human rights, and good governance. 
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Africa 

International Albinism Awareness Day 

On June 13 was the International Albinism Awareness Day. It was proclaimed in 2014 by the 

United Nations to draw attention to albinos, who are in danger in some parts of the world. On 

June 7, the Amnesty International published a report where it warned that intensity of attacks 

against albinos increased recently in Malawi as in April 2016 four people were killed. Albinos are 

assaulted because some people believe that their body parts can bring wealth and good luck to 

the owner. According to the UN albinos in Malawi are in danger of ―total extinction.‖ 

READ MORE: https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/06/malawi-killing-spree-of-people-with-albinism-fuelled-by-

ritual-practices-and-policing-failures/; http://www.un.org/en/events/albinismday/; 

http://edition.cnn.com/2016/06/07/africa/africa-albino-hunted-bones-malawi/   

Kenyan lawmakers detained 

On June 14, six Kenyan MPs (Aisha Jumwa, Timothy Bosire, Ferdinand Waititu, Junet Mohamed, 

Kimani Ngunjiri, Moses Kuria) and senator Johnstone Muthama were detained for hate speech 

and inciting violence. Politicians allegedly sought support based on tribal affiliation and thus 

stirred up emotions within the nation. The country has been facing protests recently. The tension 

all over the country has been growing as the election year 2017 is coming. 
READ MORE: http://www.africanews.com/2016/06/14/kenya-police-summons-7-lawmakers-over-hate-speech/; 

http://www.nation.co.ke/news/five-mps-arrested-over-hate-speech/-/1056/3250032/-/en1pxtz/-/index.html  

Violence in Central Africa 

On June 12, clashes between herders and local farmers broke out near Ngaouandaye in the 

Central African Republic (RCA). Four days later local official announced that at least ten people 

died in the clashes. During the first week, around 2000 people fled the country, most of them 

women and children, and headed to neighboring Cameroon and Chad. At the end of June, the 

UNHCR registered over 5 thousand people who fled the RCA because of the violence. Overall 

around 30,000 people were affected by the clashes according to the UNHCR. 

READ MORE: http://reliefweb.int/report/cameroon/west-and-central-africa-weekly-regional-humanitarian-snapshot-28-

june-4-july-2016; http://kora.unhcr.org/6000-flee-chad-cameroon-escape-car-violence/  

Civilians murdered by Congolese peacekeepers 

On June 7, the Human Rights Watch (HRW) released a statement saying that the HRW had 

documented death of 18 civilians, who were killed by Congolese soldiers, who had served in the 

UN peace mission MINUSCA and the African Union mission MISCA in the Central African Republic 

between December 2016 and June 2015. The HRW urged Congolese President Denis Sassou 

Nguesso to investigate the events. The MISCA and MINUSCA have already opened their internal 

investigation of the crimes. 
READ MORE: https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/06/07/central-african-republic-murder-peacekeepers  

Boko Haram attacks in Nigeria 

Boko Haram launched two big attacks at military positions in Bosso at the beginning of June. It 

caused death of at least 80 people, another dozens were injured and it made another 40,000 

people leave their homes in the area. According to the UN there are 155,00 people who fled 

Nigeria and 2,4 million internally displaced persons due to the conflict between Boko Haram and 

government forces which started in 2009. 
READ MORE: 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/NER_Attacks_and_population_movements_%20in_Diffa_region_200

62016_EN.pdf 
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Americas 

Colombia and FARC rebels sign historic ceasefire agreement 

On June 23, Colombian President Juan Manuel Santos and Rodrigo Londoño Echeverri, a leader of 

the FARC, Colombian guerrilla movements, signed a ceasefire deal. According to the president of 

Columbia, this could mean the end of 52-year armed conflict with the guerrilla group. Mr. 

Londono also said the FARC wants to get into politics to continue its fight by ―legal and peaceful 

means.‖ The negotiation has been going on since November 2012. It is believed negotiators 

would agree on a final deal by July 20. After that, Colombians will vote on the agreement in a 

referendum. Nevertheless, the deal does not include other guerrilla groups.  
READ MORE: http://edition.cnn.com/2016/06/23/americas/colombia-farc-ceasefire/ 

Assisted death to be allowed in Canada 

A bill that allows doctors to help incurably ill patients to die has been approved by Canadian 

Senate on June 17. Therefore, to become a law it needed only a formal consent from the 

governor-general. The proposal had been submitted after Supreme Court ruling from 2015 which 

repealed laws banning physician-assisted suicide. Critics say that the new law is too restrictive 

and the guidelines are not clear. However, government official admitted it may be further 

extended later. Assisted death is already legal in some countries such as Switzerland, Albania, 

Colombia, and some US states like Washington, California, Oregon, Vermont, and New Mexico. 
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-36566214 

Mexican elections accompanied by violence 

On June 5, 12 of 31 states of Mexico voted for their governors and 14 of them elected their local 

officials. The elections were considered to be an indicator of voters' preference before 2018 

presidential election. The Ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) lost significantly losing 

their position in seven states, which was worse than had been anticipated. It is vied as an 

expression of voters’ discontent with ailing economy and widespread violence and corruption 

under PRI rule. The elections were accompanied by violence, including vehicles and houses of 

opposition candidates being burned, or gasoline bombs thrown at party headquarters.  
READ MORE: http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mexico-election-idUSKCN0YS27Z, 

http://www.latimes.com/world/mexico-americas/la-fg-mexico-elections-20160605-snap-story.html 

Peru presidential election 

Peru held the second round of its presidential election on June 5. In a tight race, Pedro Pablo 

Kuczynski won getting 50.1% of the vote. The second went Keiko Fujimori, a daughter of former 

president Alberto Fujimori, who was found guilty of human rights abuses and sentenced to 25 

years in prison. A president in Peru is a head of the government; however, the two opponents will 

have to find a way to work together as Mr. Fujimori's party won the majority (73 of 130 seats) in 

the last parliamentary election. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-36505027; http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/06/peru-

election-keiko-fujimori-concedes-defeat-160610185216975.html  

Florida shooting 

On June 12, an Islamic terrorist killed 49 and injured other 53 people in a LGBT night club in 

Orlando, Florida. It was the deadliest attack against LGBT community in US history. It made 

many business venues to increase their security measures. It also opened a new discussion on a 

Food and Drug Administration ban on men who have sex with men blood donation which was 

introduced in 1985 as local officials called urgently for blood donations after the attack and gay 

and bisexual men were no allowed to donate. 
READ MORE: http://goo.gl/bhzifF; http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/democrats-blood-donations-

gay_us_575ed49ce4b0ced23ca8b4b3; http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/pulse-orlando-nightclub-shooting/os-

orlando-nightclub-task-force-meeting-20160726-story.html   
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Asia and Pacific 

Police shot into anti-government students protest in Papua New Guinea   

More than 20 university students were injured after police opened fire on an anti-government 

march in Port Moresby on June 8. The students had been protesting for 5 weeks already against 

Prime Minister Peter O’Neill, who was accused of corruption, demanding his resignation. After the 

shooting, Mr O’Neill announced that an inquiry would be needed to ―determine the underlying 

reasons for continued student unrest promoted by individuals outside the student body … [and] to 

uncover the source of external funding that has underwritten student protest in recent weeks.‖ 

However, the police intervention during the student march boosted resistance against the prime 

minister and public protests demanding PM's resignation continued the whole month. 

READ MORE: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-06-08/shooting-on-papua-new-guinea-university-campus/7489416; 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/06/09/papua-new-guinea-police-shoot-student-protesters     

Parliamentary election in Mongolia 

On June 29, a parliamentary election was held in Mongolia. Out of 1.9 million registered voters 

73% participated in the election where 76 seats in the the Ulsyn Ikh Khural (State Great Hural) 

were at stake. The election took place amid an economic stagnation of the country and brought a 

landslide victory of opposition. The Mongolian People's Party came first with 45.9% of the vote 

(65 seats). The winner of the previous election, the Democratic Party, gained 33.7% which meant 

only 9 seats in the parliament. The Mongolian People's Revolutionary Party and an independent 

candidate gained the 2 remaining seats. 

READ MORE: http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mongolia-election-idUSKCN0ZF0PE;  

http://www.electionguide.org/elections/id/2655/ 

Pakistani clerics against “honour killings” 

The Sunni Ittehad Council, an influential group of Pakistani clerics, issued a fatwa declaring 

―honour killings‖ as heresy. Murders killing their relatives as they think their family honour was 

damaged are a common practise in the country of 190 million people. More than 500 people were 

murdered in this manner last year. The most often young women are killed because they want to 

marry men they choose on their own. The issued religious ruling says that ―honour killing‖ is 

against the teaching of Islam. 

READ MORE: http://in.reuters.com/article/pakistan-honourkillings-idINKCN0YZ10S 

New Philippine President 

On June 30 Rodrigo Duerte took the oath of office becoming 16th president of the Fifth Philippine 

Republic. Some people are excited because they see him as a pro-poor politician. Some observers 

are less enthusiastic as he was known for supporting extrajudicial killings of suspects when he 

served as a mayor of the Philippine city of Dayon. Human rights groups reported that over 1,000 

were killed without due process. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-36670012  

North Korean missiles tests 

Pyongyang successfully tested a long range missile on June 22. It is believed North Korea is 

therefore able to hit South Korea, Japan or US Guam. Their officials see that as a serious threat 

to their national security. It is to worsen tension in the region, as even mayor ally of the country, 

China, warned North Korean official to avoid another action. 
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-36595113   
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Eurasia 

Turkish officials angry about Germany's resolution on genocide of Armenians 

On June 2, German parliament passed a resolution recognizing killings of Armenian Christians by 

Ottoman forces during the World War I as genocide. The move provoked angry reactions from 

Ankara's officials including President Recep Tayyip Erdogan or Justice Minister Bekir Bozdag. 

President Erdogan said that the German parliamentarians of Turkish origins who voted for the 

resolution have tainted blood and they should undergo a test to prove what Turks they are. 

Furthermore, he labeled these MPs as ―mouthpiece for the PKK‖ (Kurdistan Workers’ Party). "I 

would not have thought it possible in the 21st century that a democratically elected head of state 

would criticize members of the German Bundestag by voicing doubts about their Turkish heritage, 

by labeling their blood as impure," President of the German Bundestag Norbert Lammert reacted. 
READ MORE: http://www.dw.com/en/threaten-one-mp-and-youre-attacking-the-whole-parliament-lammert-tells-

turkey/a-19317935; https://www.euractiv.com/section/global-europe/news/german-parliament-condemns-turkish-

threats-against-lawmakers/ 

Moldovan citizenship granted to former president of Romania 

As recognition of his affords to strengthen the relationships between Romania and Moldova, 

Moldova has granted citizenship to former Romanian president Traian Basescu and his wife. 

Basescu was president of Romania between 2004 and 2014. The citizenship was granted on basis 

of his request as a spokesperson of Moldovan president's office informed. 

READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/moldova-citizenship-basescu/27788768.html?ltflags=mailer 

Kyrgyz media law proposal under criticism 

On June 22, Kyrgyz parliament approved a media law proposal which should limit foreign funding 

of media. Foreign individuals or organizations will be prohibited from ownership and establishing 

media. Before coming into force, the bill needs to be approved in the second and third reading 

and signed by the president. Civil rights activists protest against the proposal saying it will limit 

press freedom in the country. According to Freedom House's ranking from 2016, Kyrgyzstan 

belongs to countries with ―not free‖ media, scoring 67 points out of 100, where 100 mean the 

worst situation. Reporters without borders place Kyrgyzstan among ―problematic‖ countries 

saying pluralism of media in the country is exceptional compared to other Central Asian countries. 

However, a strict self-censorship remains there. 

READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/kyrgyzstan-foreign-media-ban-bill-parliament/27813958.html; FREEDOM 

HOUSE’ ASSESSMENT OF KYRGYZSTAN:  https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-press/freedom-press-2016; 

REPORTERS WITHOUT BORDERS’ WORLD PRESS FREEDOM INDEX: https://rsf.org/en/kyrgyzstan  

New law limiting freedom of expression in Russia 

On June 24, the Russian State Duma passed a bill known as ―Yarovaya Law‖ which aims to fight 

extremism and terrorism. However, according to rights activists and organizations, the law opens 

a large space for misusing against opponents of authorities as the term extremism is defined very 

wagely; and it brings back some practices from the times of the Soviet Union. For example the 

law requires telecom companies to store all communications data for six months and metadata 

for three years and make them available for security services. Moreover, freedom of expression is 

being limited by several restrictions – ban on preaching, praying or disseminating religious 

materials outside officially recognized places.   

READ MORE: https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/06/23/draconian-law-rammed-through-russian-parliament; 

http://www.rferl.org/content/russia-yarovaya-law-religious-freedom-restrictions/27852531.html 
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Europe 

Polish constitutional crisis 

On June 1, the European Commission (EC) adopted a Rule of Law Opinion concerning situation in 

Poland. The Vice-President of the EC Frans Timmermans said that there was a constructive 

dialogue with Poland in previous weeks; however, Polish government did not take steps needed 

to achieve a significant progress. According to the EC Poland failed to solve the situation of 

constitutional judges’ appointments, new media laws, and constitutionality of some new laws. The 

government refused the criticism; nevertheless, it keeps the dialogue going. Also the Council of 

Europe expressed its concerns about the situation in Poland in a report released on June 15. 
READ MORE: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-2015_en.htm; http://www.politico.eu/article/pis-commission-

human-rights-warsaw-europe-struggles-to-solve-its-poland-problem; https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/erosion-of-

rule-of-law-threatens-human-rights-protection-in-poland 

Parliamentary election in Spain 

On June 26, Spain held an election to the Congress of Deputies (lower house). It was only six 

months after the previous election as the parliamentary parties had not been able to form a 

governing coalition. The first came again the People's party of current Prime Minister Mariano 

Rajoy gaining 33% of the vote, four percent more than in the previous election, but it is not 

enough for the party to form a government itself. The election did not change the political 

situation much; nevertheless, it is hoped that this time politicians would manage to reach some 

kind of compromise as the country has had a provisional government since December 2015. 
READ MORE: http://www.reuters.com/article/us-spain-election-idUSKCN0ZB0XY;  

British referendum on the EU 

On June 23, the United Kingdom held a referendum where 51.9% voters expressed their will to 

leave the European Union. The day the results were released, Prime Minister David Cameron 

announced his resignation. The results caused surprise and shock all over the EU. After the 

referendum, number of reported assault against migrants increased. Migrants from other EU 

states were one of the main arguments of the Leave campaign. 
READ MORE: http://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-britain-eu-poland-incidents-idUKKCN0ZD19V; 

http://edition.cnn.com/2016/06/27/europe/racist-attacks-post-brexit/; http://uk.businessinsider.com/eu-referendum-

results-brexit-exit-polls-analysis-vote-counting-2016-6 

Presidential election in Iceland 

On June 25, Iceland voted for its new president. Forty-seven-year-old historian Guoni Thorlacius 

Johannesson won the election with 39.7% of the vote becoming the youngest president elect. 

Presidents in Iceland are elected for four-year terms; number of terms one person can be elected 

for is not limited. Mr. Johannesson will be inaugurated on August 1. 
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36628444;  

EU-Turkey relations 

On June 3, Amnesty International appealed to the European Union for stopping returning 

migrants to Turkey. The EU does that on the basis of EU-Turkey deal to reduce pressure put on 

the EU by the migrant crisis. In return, Turkey should besides other things get visa-free access to 

the Schengen area; however, it was not able to meet all requirements on time and the access 

was not granted. Therefore, Turkish President Erdogan threatened to withdraw from the 

agreement. Due to unsuccessful negotiation with Turkey, head of EU mission to Turkey Hansjorg 

Haber resigned on June 13. 
READ MORE: https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/06/eus-reckless-refugee-returns-to-turkey-illegal/; 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-europe-turkey-envoy-idUSKCN0Z00U9  
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Middle East and North Africa 

Tel Aviv attack 

On June 9, two armored Palestinian men shot four people dead and wounded six others in a 

restaurant in Tel Aviv near Israeli Defense Ministry. The attackers had come from the West bank. 

Both of them were detained. It was the deadliest attack since 2014 Jerusalem synagogue killing 

where five people died. As a result, over 80,000 permits for Palestinians from West Bank to visit 

their relatives in Israel were rescinded. Israeli army also announced it was to deploy more troops 

in the West Bank. 

READ MORE: http://www.reuters.com/article/us-israel-palestinians-shooting-idUSKCN0YU2F1;   

Bahrain opposition party suspended 

On June 15, Bahrain police detained Nabeel Rajab, an anti—government and human rights 

activist, a year after his release from prison on account of his poor health. According to his wife, 

he was not charged with any offence yet.  He had played a key role during protests demanding 

government reforms in 2011. Just a day later, on June 16, a Bahrain court released a ruling 

suspending al-Wefaq party, the main Shite opposition party in the country, for allegedly 

―promoting sectarian tensions and securing legal cover for acts associated with extremism and 

terrorism.‖ The ruling also included freezing of party's assets. The Human Rights Watch 

condemned the act as it sees it as endangering for Bahrain's activist community. 

READ MORE: http://www.reuters.com/article/us-bahrain-rights-idUSKCN0YZ0R0; 
http://edition.cnn.com/2016/06/15/middleeast/bahrain-opposition-group-suspended/  

Red Sea islands 

On June 21, Egyptian court issued a judgment annulling a government decision on Tiran and 

Sanafir islands. It was decided in April that the islands would be handed over to Saudi Arabia. The 

islands are inhabited but strategically important as they command the Straits of Tiran. The 

government decision led to widespread criticism and demonstrations. Protesters accused the 

government of selling Egyptian territory for Saudi investments and aid packages. More than 150 

people were arrested in connection with the protests. It has been announced that the government 

is to challenge the ruling. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-36584812;  

Israel-Turkey relations normalized 

On June 27, Turkish Prime Minister Niali Yildrim announced that deal on the normalization of 

relations with Israel was signed. The deal ended a six-year long rupture caused by killing 10 

Turkish activists by Israeli navy enforcing a naval blockade on the part of Gaza Strip run by 

Hamas. Under the deal, countries exchange their ambassadors; Turkey is able to deliver 

humanitarian aid and non-military products to Gaza; and Israel promised to compensate families 

of the killed activists. In exchange it could enable Israel to sell its oil to Turkey and possible via 

Turkey to Europe. Moreover, it should contribute to easing tensions in the area. 

READ MORE: http://www.reuters.com/article/us-israel-turkey-erdogan-idUSKCN0ZD0DS 

Former President Morsi sentenced to life in prison 

On June 18, an Egyptian court sentenced Mohamed Morsi, Egyptian president from 2012 to 2013, 

to life in prison for leading an unlawful organization. Furthermore, the court sentenced him to 

another 15 years in prison for stealing confidential documents. At the trial, six other people were 

given a death penalty for handing secret document to Qatar. The Amnesty International (AI) 

called the death sentences ―appalling‖ and called for overturning them. At the same time, the AI 

called Egyptian justice system ―corrupted‖ and to be ―a handy tool for the authorities.‖ 
READ MORE: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-06-18/mohamed-morsi-sentenced-to-life-in-espionage-trial/7523326  
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