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CEVRO was established in 1999 in Prague, Czech Republic as a non-profit organization 

seeking to support democratic development at home and abroad. Throughout the years 

CEVRO has developed a number of programs in political education, democracy 

assistance and capacity building for democratic leaders, parties and CSOs from all 

around the world. 

Democracy Monitor would like to offer you a monthly overview of the major political 

events in every region of our planet. 
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Africa 

Ethiopian ethnic protests 

Ethiopian athlete Feyisa Lilesa drew world attention to protests in his country by crossing his 

arms in an “X” sign as he finished second in the Olympic marathon race. The X is seen during 

rallies organized by Oromos, the biggest ethnic group in Ethiopia (34.4% of the population). They 

protest against what they see as underrepresentation within the government. Since the protests 

began in November 2015, 400 people have been reportedly killed. The government downplays 

the protests, saying they are engineered by foreign enemies of the state. 

READ MORE: https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/08/21/this-ethiopian-runner-just-won-silver-

in-the-marathon-and-then-he-led-a-protest-of-his-government-that-could-land-him-in-jail/; http://goo.gl/Cv8ncP   

South Africa local election 

On August 8, the South African republic held a local election. The ruling African National Congress 

Party, to which Nelson Mandela once belonged, received only 55.33% of the vote. It is the first 

time since 1994 that the party´s support dropped below 60%. The party has been losing support 

as the country faces high unemployment and poor services. Furthermore, corruption scandals 

have hit the party, including President Zuma. 

READ MORE: http://goo.gl/hqpkQl ; http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/06/world/africa/south-africa-election-anc.html  

Peacekeeping forces in South Sudan 

In July, the African union put forward a proposal for deploying additional peacekeeping troops in 

South Sudan. At that time, there were over twelve thousand soldiers in the country to protect 

civilians. However, they were repeatedly accused of inaction in the wake of the violence the 

country has been facing recently. One of these incidents occurred on July 11. South Sudanese 

soldiers went on the rampage, celebrating their victory over opposition forces in Juba. They 

raped, tortured, and killed civilians, including aid workers, in an area mostly populated by 

foreigners. UN forces nearby refused to take action. 

READ MORE: http://europe.newsweek.com/south-sudan-african-union-backs-intervention-force-says-un-troops-

inadequate-481732?rm=eu; http://goo.gl/wXnCsk   

Zambian election 

On August 11, Zambia held a parliamentary and presidential election. Edgar Lungu (the Patriotic 

Front, PF) was re-elected president with 50.36% of the vote. Hakainde Hichilema (the United 

Party for National Development, UPND) in second place came with 47.63%. A month before the 

election, the campaigns were suspended for 10 days by the Electoral Commission due to clashes 

between supporters of the HF and UPND. After the results were released, the UNPD submitted a 

petition to the constitutional court to annul the results due to alleged irregularities. The results of 

the parliamentary election have not yet been released. International observers praised the 

peaceful course of the election, even though they pointed out that the state media were not 

neutral, as they were obviously in favor of the ruling party. 
READ MORE: http://goo.gl/DzRWll; http://www.reuters.com/article/us-zambia-politics-idUSKCN1001QS; 

http://www.dw.com/en/zambia-votes-amid-concerns-over-violence/a-19465291; http://goo.gl/LWW10e  

Tanzania banning political activity 

On August 24, Tanzanian police banned internal meetings of political parties until further notice. 

The action came a day after four policemen were killed while guarding a bank in the capital, Dar 

es Salaam. Police said that then ban is necessary as the parties stir up violence. The ban came a 

month after public political meetings were banned. The main opposition party CHADEMA accused 

the government of unconstitutional steps and planned a rally for September 1. 
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/live/world-africa-36883540; http://allafrica.com/stories/201608250175.html; 

http://allafrica.com/stories/201608240868.html  
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Americas 

Justin Trudeau at the Vancouver Pride Parade 

On July 4, Justin Trudeau became the first Prime Minister to participate in Pride Parade, which 

took place in Toronto, Canada. He had already participated several times, twice as a leader of the 

Liberal Party. Canadian´s Prime Minister also announced that the government was planning to 

introduce gender–neutral identity cards. During the parade people paid homage to the victims of 

the mass shooting at the gay nightclub in Orlando which had occurred only 3 weeks before. 
READ MORE: http://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/justin-trudeau-pride-parade-toronto-canada-2016-prime-

minister-first-a7119506.html , http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/justin-trudeau-vancouver-pride-parade-

1.3702613 

Venezuela and Colombia agree to gradual reopening of border 

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro and his Colombian counterpart Juan Manuel Santos agreed 

on a provisional border opening to allow Venezuelans to buy food and health supplies in 

Columbia. Due to the recent crisis in Venezuela, which hit the country this year, people have 

started crossing the border between Venezuela and Colombia illegally to obtain basic goods. The 

borders are open for pedestrians at five crossing points in the cities of Tachira, Apure, Zulia and 

Amazonas – after almost a year of closure. They should be opened for 15 hours a day. In July, 

during three openings, about 150,000 people from Venezuela crossed the border.  
READ MORE: http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/08/venezuelans-flock-colombia-buy-supplies-160814042335562.html 

Brazil President Dilma Rousseff removed from office by Senate 

At the beginning of August, the Brazilian Senate voted 59 to 21 in favour of an impeachment trial 

for President Dilma Rousseff. The process, which started this May with her suspension, ended on 

31 August with a dismissal of the president. Only 20 of 81 senators voted against the 

impeachment. The first female president of Brazil, Dilma Rousseff was accused of forging funds 

and taking out unauthorised loans from the state bank. Michel Termer took office after Dilma 

Rousseff and he will remain in office until the next election on 1 January 2019. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-37028096 , http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-

37237513 

FARC-Colombia peace deal finalized 

On August 24, negotiators from the guerrilla group Farc and the Columbian government reached 

a final agreement which should put an end to an over 50 year long armed conflict. Over 220,000 

Columbians have been killed during the conflict. The negotiations started four years ago. In June 

2016, the parties eventually concluded a deal on the disarmament of Farc. The final agreement 

also permits leaving camps in the jungle and works toward the inclusion of soldiers from Farc into 

Columbian society. To ease this process, a special workshop for former soldiers will be conducted. 

In the upcoming months Columbians will vote on the agreement in a referendum. But measures 

that allow Farc soldiers to confess their crimes without being put on trial could make Columbians 

vote against the deal.  
READ MORE: http://edition.cnn.com/2016/08/24/americas/farc-colombia-final-peace-deal/ , http://colombiapeace.org/  
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Asia and Pacific 

Parliamentary election in Australia 

On July 2, parliamentary elections took place in Australia. Over 15.6 million registered voters 

could elect members of the House of Representatives (150 seats) and the Senate (76 seats). The 

turnout reached 86%, and 84%, respectively. The Liberal/National Coalition consisting of 4 

parties won 76 seats in the House of Representatives and thus lost 14 representatives compared 

to the previous election. The Labour Party came second with 69 seats (55 in 2013). In the 

Senate, the Liberal Coalition won 30 seats, whereas the Australian Labour Party won 26. Seven 

other parties or independent candidates entered the Senate. Malcolm Thurnbull from the 

Liberal/National Coalition, who became Prime Minister of Australia in September 2015, was sworn 

in for the second time on July 19.  
READ MORE: http://www.electionguide.org/elections/id/2923/; http://www.electionguide.org/elections/id/2924/; 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/malcolm-turnbull-and-his-ministers-sworn-in-by-governor-general-at-

government-house/news-story/379d3190a780cd087ce3e32a0315eb79  

Elections to upper house in Japan 

Elections in the upper house of the Japanese Diet were held on July 10. It was the first national 

election since the voting age was lowed from 20 to 18. 121 out of 242 seats were at stake in this 

election. The coalition of Prime Minister Shinzo Abe gained a two-thirds super majority in the 

upper chamber. This has opened the way for a revision of the constitution supported by Prime 

Minister Abe. The most controversial point being considered is an amendment of the pacifist 

Article 9 which prohibits Japan from engaging in war. The election was also seen as a referendum 

regarding so called Abenomics, Abe’s economic policy seeking to boost Japanese exports and with 

them the Japanese economy as a whole.  

READ MORE: http://www.electionguide.org/elections/id/2609/; http://www.reuters.com/article/us-japan-election-

idUSKCN0ZQ010; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-36757872     

Papua New Guinea prime minister survived no-confidence vote 

After months of protests against Papua New Guinea Prime Minister Peter O’Neill, the parliament 

held a session for a vote of no-confidence on July 22. Mr O’Neill has been accused of corruption. 

Student protests demanding his resignation ended with police opening fire on protesters in June. 

Several students were injured. Thereafter, aviation, maritime and public transport workers also 

went on strike. The parliament had been forced by the Supreme Court to hold the vote.  

Nevertheless, the parliament voted against the no-confidence proposal. 85 members of the 

parliament were in favour of the prime minister, whereas 21 against him.      

READ MORE: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-07-15/peter-o'neill-to-face-no-confidence-motion/7631146; 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-07-22/papua-new-guinea-prime-minister-wins-no-confidence-vote/7651404; 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-papua-protests-idUSKCN102095 

New constitution approved by referendum in Thailand 

On August 7, Thailand held a referendum on a constitution drafted by an army-appointed 

committee. The referendum also considered whether the senate would be involved in electing 

prime minister. It is important to note that according to the new constitution the senate will be 

fully appointed by the army officials. Both proposals were approved in the referendum with 

turnout of 58%. The constitution was supported by 61% of the voters, the amendment on the 

election of prime minister by 58%. Thailand has been without a constitution since 2014 when the 

military took power. 
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-36972396; http://www.electionguide.org/elections/id/2966/  
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Eurasia 

Putin signed controversial counterterror law 

On July 7, Russian president Vladimir Putin signed a law officially aiming to fight terrorism and 

extremism. The new legislation strengthens surveillance capacities of the state and is therefore 

garnering criticism from human rights advocates. Measures include forcing telecom companies to 

store all telephone communications for six months and make these data accessible to authorities. 

Critics of the legislation warn that the policy will be used for persecution of Kremlin’s opposition. 
READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/a/russia-putin-signs-antiterror-law/27844555.html?ltflags=mailer  

Coup attempt followed by purges in Turkey 

In the evening of July 17, a fraction of the Turkish army attempted to overthrow the government. 

The military blocked streets and administrative buildings in Ankara and announced the intention 

to prepare a new constitution. However, supporters of President Erdogan filled the streets. 

Practically overnight, the coup was suppressed. Mr Erdogan publicly accused the followers of 

Fethullah Gulen, an Islamic cleric living in exile in the US since 1999, of organizing the putsch. 

Right after the failed coup, President Erdogan’s began purges in army, administration as well as 

in civil sector. Tens of thousands soldiers, members of judiciary, police, intelligence services or 

ministries were arrested, detained or dismissed from their jobs. Thousands of teachers at private 

schools have lost their licences and more than one thousand university deans have had to resign. 

Also many journalists were arrested and some media outlets were shut down. According to some 

sources the purges have affected almost 90,000 people so far. The size and immediacy of the 

purge has led lead many analysts and observers to conclude that the lists of people to be purged 

must have been prepared before the coup attempt. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36816045; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36835340; 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/08/05/turkey-judges-prosecutors-unfairly-jailed; 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/07/28/turkey-media-shut-down-journalists-detained; http://turkeypurge.com/        

Arbitrary detentions and torture on both sides of Ukrainian conflict 

On July 21, Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch released a joint report showing that 

arbitrary prolonged detentions are occurring on both sides of the Ukrainian conflict. Russia-

backed separatist as well as Ukrainian authorities detain civilians who they suspect of spying for 

the other side. One case from the report describes the story of a man who was initially detained 

by the Ukrainian authorities and who was then captured by the separatists after his release. 

Moreover, on August 28, both rights organisations released a letter addressed to the Ukrainian 

chief military prosecutor describing the cases of 13 people who were released from secret 

detention facilities run by Ukraine’s domestic security service in late July and August. Amnesty 

International and HRW call for immediate investigation.      
READ MORE: file:///C:/Users/CEVRO/Downloads/EUR5044552016ENGLISH.PDF; 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur50/4455/2016/en/%C3%82%C2%A0/; http://www.rferl.org/content/rights-

groups-13-released-from-ukrainian-secret-jails-tortured/27951657.html?ltflags=mailer; 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/08/29/joint-hrw-and-ai-letter-anatoly-matios 

Tajikistan to fine journalists for using too complicated words 

News agencies reported on August 1 that Tajikistan was to fine reporters for using “words that 

regular readers don’t understand”. Individual reporters face a fine of 75 to 100 U.S. dollars, and 

companies 150 to 200 dollars.  

READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/a/tajjikistan-complicated-words-journalists-fined/27895418.html?ltflags=mailer 
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Europe 
Austrian president 

On July 8, Austrian President Heinz Fischer left office as his mandate expired. It is not clear who 

will be his successor as result of presidential election has been annulled. The Austrian 

Constitutional Court found that the election rules had been broken, even though no manipulation 

with the vote count had been indicated. The new election will be held on October 2. In the 

meantime, presidential powers devolve upon the presidents of the National Council.  
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36681475   

Chilcot report on Iraq released 

On July 6, the Chilcot report was released. The report states that the British government did not 

exhaust every possible option before starting a war with Iraq. However, it also said that neither 

the government, nor the then PM Tony Blair deliberately provided false information to the public 

or the Parliament. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-36721645  

Europe attacks 

Several deadly attacks were carried out in July and August within the EU, leaving almost 100 

people dead. The deadliest attack took place in Nice, France where a man attacked people 

celebrating Bastille Day, killing 84. Reportedly, some attackers were mentally ill; however, the 

authorities consider some of the assaults to be terrorist attacks carried out by Islamist 

extremists. European authorities tightened their security measures. The attacks have also 

stimulated anti-immigrant voices in Europe as some attackers were immigrants. 
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36801671; http://edition.cnn.com/2016/07/23/europe/germany-

munich-shooting/; http://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/19/world/europe/ax-attack-germany-wurzburg.html?_r=0;   

First convicted in the New Year's Eve sexual assaults case 

On July 7, two young men in Germany were sentenced to a one-year suspended sentence for 

sexual coercion. They were involved in sexual attacks that had taken place in the night of 

December 31 in some German cities. They were the first to be convicted for sexual assault. On 

the same day, the German parliament passed a law which makes it easier to sentence sexual 

attackers. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36726095; http://www.reuters.com/article/us-germany-women-

law-idUSKCN0ZN135 

UK new Prime Minister 

On July 13, Therese May succeeded David Cameron as Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. 

Mr. Cameron resigned when the results of the referendum on staying in the EU were announced 

showing Britons had decided to leave the EU. Even though 4.1 million people signed a petition to 

pass a law which would enable repeating the referendum, the government has refused such a 

possibility. 
READ MORE: http://www.reuters.com/article/us-britain-eu-petition-idUSKCN0ZP0D4; http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-

politics-36788782 

Poland crisis on-going 

On July 7 and July 22, Polish parliament passed new laws on the constitutional court annulling 

parts of the controversial laws; nevertheless, there are still many unresolved issues and the crisis 

is not over yet. At the same time, the New York Times reported that since the new media law, 

which also aroused controversy, was adopted over 160 people left or were forced to leave the 

state television because of their stance on news reporting. On July 27, the European Commission 

released a recommendation to Poland where it expressed its ongoing concerns and suggested 

steps to address them.  

READ MORE: goo.gl/VszV3u; http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-2643_en.htm;goo.gl/yHI60U   
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Middle East and North Africa 

9/11 report declassified, no Saudi involvement confirmed 

On July 15, the US Congress declassified part of a report on 9/11 terrorist attacks. White house 

spokesperson Josh Earnerst said that there is no inconvertible evidence of Saudi Arabia 

government being involved in the attacks. There were rumors Saudi government sponsored the 

attacks as most of the attackers were Saudi citizens. Saudi Arabia welcomed the release as it 

hopes it will squash the rumors damaging their reputation. 
READ MORE: http://www.reuters.com/article/us-saudi-usa-congress-idUSKCN0ZV1W0; 

http://edition.cnn.com/2016/07/15/politics/congress-releases-28-pages-saudis-9-11/  

Bahrain crackdown on opposition 

Bahrain’s highest court confirmed the suspension of the al-Wefaq party, the main opposition Shia 

party, which had led protests during the so-called Arab Spring in 2011. The party was accused of 

inciting sectarianism and hatred and having connections to terrorists overseas. Rights groups 

reported that the protesters and dissidents had been persecuted recently. Shia Muslims have 

repeatedly accused the sunny government of discrimination.  

READ MORE: https://www.ft.com/content/75defdaa-3234-11e6-ad39-3fee5ffe5b5b 

Tunisian PM dismissed 

Tunisian parliament voted to oust current Prime Minister Habib Eddis on July 30. He had been 

facing criticism that he had not been able to deliver economic reforms the country needed. In his 

defence, he accused the ruling party of pushing him to make changes within the government he 

did not want to do. Youssef Chahed became the new PM. It is said he is close to the family of 

President Beji Caid Essebsi. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-36934770  

Israeli controversial legislation 

On July 20, Israeli parliament passed a law that makes it possible to impeach MPs for incitement 

of violence or racism. According to critics, the law targets Arab MPs and is harming Israeli 

democracy. Just days before, the parliament passed another controversial law requiring NGOs, 

whose funding comes mostly from abroad, to provide the authorities with details of the donations. 

The EU criticized the law as it found it threatening for democracy. 
READ MORE: http://www.reuters.com/article/us-israel-politics-idUSKCN1000Q3  

Iranian opposition under pressure 

At the beginning of August, BBC reported it had been over 2,000 days since three opposition 

leaders were put under house arrest; however, no accusation has been brought against them. 

Two of them, Hossein Mousavi and Mehdi Karroubi, were candidates in presidential election in 

2009. They had also subsequently joined protests against the disputed results of the election. For 

that reason, a social campaign was launched using the hashtag #2000. Nevertheless, experts are 

skeptical about the effectiveness of such campaigns. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-trending-36957305 

Yemen peace talks disrupted 

On August 6, UN envoy for Yemen Ismalil Ould CHeik Ahmed announced the Yemen peace talks 

would be suspended for a month. It came right after Houthi rebels turned down a UN peace plan 

and appointed a new governing council. At first their Hadi opponents considered that to be the 

end of the negotiations. Nevertheless, both sides later announced they are to come back to the 

negotiating table. 

READ MORE: http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/08/yemen-peace-talks-collapse-fighting-intensifies-

160807042106210.html; http://goo.gl/ttyTYK  
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