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CEVRO was established in 1999 in Prague, Czech Republic as a non-profit organization 

seeking to support democratic development home and abroad. Throughout the years 

CEVRO has developed number of programs of political education, democracy assistance 

and capacity building for democratic leaders, parties and CSOs from all around the 

world. 

Democracy Monitor would like to offer you a monthly overview of the major political 

events in every region of our planet.  

We focus on affairs that are related to democracy, human rights and good governance.  

       

Content 

1 

Africa ............................................................................................................................... 2 

Americas .......................................................................................................................... 3 

Asia and Pacific ................................................................................................................. 4 

Eurasia............................................................................................................................. 5 

Europe ............................................................................................................................. 6 

Middle East and North Africa ............................................................................................... 7 

 

 

  



Democracy Monitor   

                                              January 2016 

© CEVRO, z.s.  

www.cevro.cz, info@cevro.cz   

  

Africa 
Central African Republic (CAR) presidential election has no winner after the first run 

On January 7, the results of the first run of the presidential election in CAR were announced. 

Unfortunately, no candidate received an absolute majority. The first was former Prime Minister 

Anicet George Dologuele, who won 23.78 percent of the vote, followed by Faustin Archange 

Touadera, also a former Prime Minister, with 19.42 percent of the vote. Second run was set on 

January 31. For three years the Central African Republic has been struggling with religious 

conflict, in which thousands of people were killed. However, the roots of the conflict are even 

deeper in 2004 when the civil war between rebel groups and government forces, supported by 

the then President François Bozizé, began. In 2007 and 2011 peace treaties were signed but in 

2013 fighting broke out again because the rebel groups, formed into the Muslim coalition known 

as Séléka, accused President of violating the terms of the peace agreement. Since then the 

country has been confronted with ethnic and religious fight between Muslims and Christians. New 

presidential election promises to restore order in the country.  
READ MORE: http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52957#.Vrj9EFMrKSM 

  

Businessman Sebestien Ajavon announced his candidacy for Benin's presidential 

election 

At the beginning of January, a well-known Benin's businessman in food industry announced he 

would run for president this year. The presidential election is scheduled for February. Current 

president Thomas Boni Yayi has been in office since 2006. Ajavon does not represent any political 

party; he will run as an independent candidate. However, various political parties are to give him 

their support.  
READ MORE: http://www.reuters.com/article/us-benin-politics-idUSKBN0UH0OJ20160103 

 

Australian couple kidnapped in Burkina Faso 

On January 15, Australian citizens, elderly married couple, were kidnapped by jihadists linked to 

the Al-Qaeda in Burkina Faso near the border with Mali. Almost immediately Burkina and Niger 

authorities started to act together. Fortunately, due to their efforts the woman was released three 

weeks later. Niger negotiators have been successful in dealing with kidnapers before. They 

manage to secure the release of four French, who were kidnapped in northern Niger in 2010. 

They helped freeing further hostages from captivity in cooperation with France and Mali in 2014.  
READ MORE: http://www.nation.co.ke/news/africa/Australian-woman-kidnapped-Burkina-Faso-released/-
/1066/3066894/-/10mt2bx/-/index.html 

 
Central African Republic legislative election cancelled 

On January 25, Central African Republic's Constitutional Court annulled the results of the 

legislative election of 30 December 2015. The court's president Zacharie Ndouba said it was 

annulled because of more than 400 complaints against the election outcome. Also some of the 

candidates were accused of a cheating. Nevertheless, as Mr Ndouba pointed out, it has to be kept 

in mind it is a suspicion only. The election will be rescheduled but the exact date has not been 

announced yet.  
READ MORE: http://www.reuters.com/article/us-centralafrica-election-idUSKCN0V412C  

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52957#.Vrj9EFMrKSM
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Americas 

Colombia asks US for policy tweaks in aftermath of Farc conflict 

The Colombian president Juan Emanuel Santos wants the US to remove the Revolutionary Armed 

Forces of Colombia (Farc) from US list of terrorist organizations. He announced it in an interview 

few days before a visit to the White House planned for beginning of February. The Columbian 

guerrilla organization Farc, now involved in the peace talks which should bring to end Columbian 

civil war, has already renounced kidnapping and declared a unilateral truce. Any help of US is 

needed: “Any effort by the United States to allow us to apply transitional justice, for example by 

suspending the arrest warrants, would help us tremendously,” said president Santos. 
READ MORE: http://latino.foxnews.com/latino/news/2016/01/29/colombian-president-santos-asks-us-to-remove-farc-

from-terrorist-list/  

Haiti cancels presidential election as violence erupts 

The Provisional Electoral Council of Haiti decided to postpone the runoff of the presidential 

election, which should have been held on January 24, due to increasing violence in the country. 

The decision was taken only two days before the official start and after the opposition candidate 

had refused to take part in the vote of because considering the vote “riddled with fraud”. During 

the days ahead of the election, a number of election offices were burned and the capital 

experienced violent opposition protests. There are some unsolved question after the cancellation: 

new date for the elections; and remaining of the current president Michel Martelly in power until 

a replacement is elected or an interim government would take power after the official end of his 

term, so after 7th February.  

READ MORE: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/nationworld/world/americas/haiti/article56092280.html 

Honduras president launched international institution to fight corruption 

The president of Honduras, Juan Orlando Hernández, announced founding of a new international 

anti-corruption institution called The Mission to Support the Fight against Corruption and 

Impunity in Honduras (Maccih). This body, backed by the Organisation of American states, will 

have the capacity to conduct independent investigation of any corruption case (including 

politicians, judges or members of the security forces). In addition, it will gain unfettered access to 

official documents and archives. Honduras president came with this move after he had admitted 

that his election campaign benefited from 300milion dollars stolen from the country‟s social 

security institute. The sprawling corruption is one of the reasons for Honduras being the poorest 

country in the region.  The current step is generally appreciated, however some doubts also 

remain as Maccih should work with the attorney general‟s office which itself has been involved in 

corrupt criminal networks. 
READ MORE: http://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2016-01-19/honduras-oas-approve-international-team-to-

fight-corruption  

US to expand refugee admissions for Central Americans fleeing violence 

US Secretary of State, John Kerry announced that the government is going to broaden its refugee 

policy to help thousands of migrants coming from the violent triangle of Honduras, El Salvador 

and Guatemala. UNHCR has conducted initial screening to find out if those fleeing people are 

eligible to have the status of refugee so they could enter the US legally. Moreover, individuals and 

families without relatives in the US should be eligible, which is different from the current 

programme. The new program will be based upon referrals from organisations that work with 

vulnerable populations in the violent triangle. The eligibility criteria will be identical to those 

applied throughout the world under its existing refugee admissions programme. 

READ MORE: http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-refugees-centam-idUSKCN0UR29520160113   

http://latino.foxnews.com/latino/news/2016/01/29/colombian-president-santos-asks-us-to-remove-farc-from-terrorist-list/
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Asia and Pacific 

Kashmir leader dies 

After a short illness, Kashmir chief minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed died on January 7. Mr 

Sayeed founded the People‟s Democratic Party (PDP), which formed a government with India‟s 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi‟s BJP in Kashmir after the election in 2014. Mr Sayeed was head of 

the government. According to several commentators, forming the coalition of Muslim PDP and 

Hindu BJP was a historic moment. Mr Sayeed‟s daughter and PDP‟s leader, Mehbooda Mufti was 

believed to become the head of the Kashmir government. However, the new government has not 

been formed until the end of January as the negotiations were complicated. Ms Mufti conditioned 

the renewal of PDP and BJP coalition by clear assurance of fulfilling the Mr Sayeed‟s vision of 

Kasmir‟s development. 
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-35249179; http://www.firstpost.com/politics/modis-pre-

election-wish-returns-to-haunt-bjp-as-mufti-delays-formation-of-beti-ki-sarkar-in-kashmir-2605784.html    

Renewal of Afghan peace talks 

On January 11, government representatives of Afghanistan, Pakistan, the United States and 

China met in Islamabad, the capital of Pakistan, to discuss Afghan peace process. The aim of the 

meeting was to find mechanisms to include representatives of Taliban into the peace 

negotiations. Taliban‟s participation is crucial for securing stability in Afghanistan. The first talks 

between Afghan government and Taliban took place last summer. However, the process was 

disrupted by announcing that Taliban leader Mullah Mohammad Omar had been dead for two 

years. 

READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/afghanistan-pakistan-talks-china-us/27480460.html   

Taiwan has first female president 

On January 16, Taiwan held parliamentary and presidential elections, which ended with historic a 

result. Ms Tsai Ing-wen, a leader of the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), won the presidential 

poll and became the first female president of the country. Moreover, the 70-years ruling 

Kuomintang (KMT) party lost its majority in parliament for the first time. Ms Tsai Ing-wen 

promised to maintain the status-quo in relationship between Taiwan and China, in other words 

backing Taiwan‟s democracy and independence. 
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-35333647; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-35192142 

Congress of the Communist Party of Vietnam 

The Communist Party of Vietnam held its annual national congress from January 20 to January 

28. The supreme organ of the party meets every five years to elect a central committee. The 

central committee then elect the politburo from which one member is named the general 

secretary. The incumbent general secretary Nguyen Phu Trong gained another five-year term in 

this position. Nevertheless, several commentators pointed on an unusual power struggle between 

incumbent Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung and Mr Trong. Mr Dung, who is considered as a pro-

reform communist, sought for the position of general secretary. But when he saw he would not 

get sufficient support he withdrew. 

READ MORE: http://www.dw.com/en/power-struggle-in-vietnam-concludes/a-19004854; 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/01/27/vietnam-communist-party-chooses-stay--course-leader-over-

reformer/79397734/ 
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Eurasia 

EU-Ukraine trade deal in effect 

On January 1, a free trade agreement between the European Union and Ukraine came into effect. 

At the same time, Russian food embargo against Ukraine came into effect as a response to 

strengthening its relations to the EU. The free trade deal, which is a part of the Association 

Agreement, allows Ukraine tariff-free access to the EU‟s market. It should reduce the country‟s 

dependence on Russia and help to overcome poor economic situation. 

READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/eu-ukraine-free-trade-deal-comes-in-effect/27461508.html 

Azerbaijani people protest over worsening economic situation 

For several days and in several districts of Azerbaijan, people were gathering to protest over 

growing unemployment and increasing prises of staples like bread or flour. Oil-rich Azerbaijan 

suffers from falling of oil prices. Some of the demonstrators were detained or fined. The police 

even used water cannon and tear gas to disperse the protest.  
READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/azerbaijan-protests-unemployment-price-hikes/27485740.html; 

http://www.rferl.org/content/azerbaijan-protests-increased-security-popular-discontent/27489831.html 

Russian State Duma committee against anti-LGBT law 

The Committee on Constitutional Legislation and State-Building voted against a draft law which 

would allow publicly expressed „non-traditional sexual orientation‟ to be punished. The bill drafted 

by the Communist party would introduce fines or arrests. The committee, which discussed the law 

after it had been approved in the first reading, recommended rejecting it „for formal reasons‟. 

There is already a gay-propaganda law from 2013 in Russia that bans „propaganda of non-

traditional sexual relations‟.  
READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/russia-parliament-rejects-antihomosexual-expression-bill/27494613.html 

Moldova has a new government, but protests continue 

On January 20, Moldovan parliament approved a new cabinet led by new Prime Minister Pavel 

Filip, who is a member of the ruling Democratic Party. The appointment was accompanied by 

protests of opposition parties and movements who are wowing for new election. They protest 

against corruption and criticise Mr Filip for being controlled by oligarch Vlad Plahotnius. It is 

interesting that the opposition unites pro-Russian as well as pro-EU parties. The protests 

attended by thousands of people have continued for several days.  

READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/moldovan-protesters-keep-up-pressure-for-early-elections/27504121.html; 

http://www.rferl.org/content/moldova-protests-new-government-filip/27507631.html 

Tajikistan changes constitution on behalf of Rahmon’s dynasty 

Tajikistani parliament approved constitutional changes which secure the power of President 

Emomali Rahmon. Already last year, Mr Rahmon gained the title “leader of nation”, which allows 

him to stay a leader of the country after 2020 when his seven-year term of presidential office 

ends. However, among the constitutional changes there is also decrease of the age limit for the 

office from 35 to 30. This could allow Mr Rahmon‟s son Rustam Emomali to candidate in the 2020 

presidential election. Rahmon‟s family controls many public and business positions in the country. 

Rustam Emomali is a head of the state anti-corruption agency. Ozoda Rahmon, daughter of the 

president, was appointed a chief of president‟s staff in January. Her husband is a deputy head of 

the central bank. The constitutional changes must be approved by the court and then in a 

referendum.  

READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/tajikistan-rahmon-daughter-chief-of-staff-consolidate-power/27514819.html; 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jan/22/tajikistan-parliament-approves-constitutional-changes-presidential-

term-emomali-rahmon 
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Europe 

Sexual assaults in Germany 

Numerous attacks on women were reported to take place during the night of 31 December. More 

than 800 people have filled a criminal complaint, including almost 500 women, who alleged to be 

victims of sexual assaults. At least one woman claimed to be raped. Aggressors were usually 

described as of North African or Arab origin. The attacks came just hours after Angela Merkel‟s 

New Year‟s address where she assured her fellow citizens that Germany can handle the influx of 

migrants. Similar attacks were reported from Hamburg, Salzburg (A), Helsinki (FIN) or Curych 

(CHE). Two weeks later the first person, of Algerian origin, was arrested in connection with New 

Year‟s Eve events. Another 20 people has been accused. On January 12, German minister of 

interior Thomas de Maziére announced that the government intended to make the process of 

expulsion of foreigners committing crimes easier. 

READ MORE: http://www.economist.com/news/europe/21688418-ultimate-victim-sexual-assaults-migrants-could-be-

angela-merkels-liberal-refugee; http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jan/18/cologne-attacks-algerian-asylum-

seeker-arrested-new-years-eve-assaults;  

European refugees' crisis 

Since January 1 Germany has cancelled the exception for refugees from Syria, Iraq and Eritrea, 

which enabled them to get an asylum in Germany almost automatically. From then on they have 

to undergo the same procedure as others. In January, stricter rules for asylum seekers were 

adopted in Austria, Denmark, Norway or Serbia as well. The adoption of the new rules is a 

reaction to November Paris attacks as well as growing criticism among population. 

READ MORE: http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jan/19/norway-criticised-over-deportation-of-asylum-seekers-to-

russia; http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/austria/12111426/Austria-to-reduce-its-cap-on-refugees-

entering-the-country.html; http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/3cd3f6f0-afa3-11e5-993b-c425a3d2b65a.html 

Presidential election in Portugal 

On January 25 a presidential election was held in Portugal. The first was a right-wing candidate 

Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa, a law teacher at the University of Lisbon and journalist, who got  52% 

of the vote. He won against 9 other candidates. The second came socialist Antonio Sampanio de 

Novoa. The outcome is explained as a step to a political balance after a new socialist government 

got to power as a result of October parliamentary election. President is merely a ceremonial post, 

but as it is expected by several political analyst that the government will not be able to serve a 

full four-year term, president, who can dissolve parliament and call new elections, could play a 

significant role. 

READ MORE: http://www.reuters.com/article/us-portugal-president-election-idUSKCN0V211E; 

 http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/174a7474-c293-11e5-b3b1-7b2481276e45.html  

Polish new media law 

On January 7 Polish president Andrzej Duda signed a new law regulating media. The law 

strengthens government control of publicly owned media. Under the new law senior management 

of public media is appointed by government. The law is seen as a threat to media independence 

and has been criticized by European Union representatives like Martin Schulz, president of the 

European Parliament, or Franz Timmermans, European Commissioner for the portfolio of rule of 

law, the European Broadcasting Union, and Amnesty International. The Poles themselves have 

organized many protests since the adoption of the law. European Commission expressed concerns 

about the situation in the country and on January 13 launched a probe into changes introduced 

by Poland. 
READ MORE: http://www.euractiv.com/sections/justice-home-affairs/commission-launches-unprecedented-probe-polish-

judicial-reforms-320936; http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/poland/12081347/EU-warns-Poland-it-

could-be-subject-to-monitoring-over-media-crackdown.html 
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Middle East and North Africa 

Execution of Sheikh Nimr al-Nimr escalated the tension between Saudi Arabia and Iran  

On January 2, Saudi Arabia executed a popular Shia leader Sheikh Nimr al-Nimr who was 

arrested in 2012 and accused of terrorism. He was an outspoken cleric who supported the 

protests during spring 2011. The execution sparked protests of Shia communities not only in 

Sunni-led Saudi Arabia but also in Iran, Bahrain, Iraq or Yemen. Shia-led Iran officially 

condemned the execution. Moreover, the Saudi embassy in Iranian capital Teheran came under 

attack of protesters. This led Saudi Arabia to cut off diplomatic relations. On January 4, Saudi jets 

conducted airstrikes on Sanaa, the capital of Yemen which has been under an air campaign led by 

Saudi Arabia since March 2015. Iran then accused Saudi‟s of hitting Iranian embassy in Sanaa. 

SHEIKH NIMR AL-NIMR‟S PROFILE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-35214413; IRAN AND SAUDI ARABIA‟S 

RIVALRY EXPLAINED: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-35221569; YEMEN: 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-35251917 

Teacher-trainee protests in Morocco 

The National Coordination of Teacher Trainees at Regional Centres for Education and Training in 

Morocco called a nationwide protest. On January 7, the protest took place in six cities 

(Casablanca, Marrakesh, Inezgane, Tangiers, Fez, and Oujda). The teacher trainees protested 

against two new decrees cutting their stipends and job security. The gatherings at several places 

were violently dispersed by police. There were 100 people injured in Inezgane, 20 in Marrakesh, 8 

in Tangiers, and 40 in Casablanca as Moroccan Association for Human Rights reports.     

FIND OUT MORE: https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/01/18/morocco-protests-violently-dispersed-0 

First session of new Egyptian parliament    

The new Egyptian parliament, elected during autumn last year, met for the first session. On 

January 10, the new parliament members sworn in and elected Ali Abdelaal the speaker. This is a 

key position not only to manage the parliament. In case of president al-Sisi‟s death or his 

incapacity, Mr Abdelaal would lead the country until a new presidential election. Mr Abdelaal is a 

member of the “Egypt support” coalition loyal to the president al-Sisi. The parliament smoothly 

approved hundreds of laws imposed by Mr al-Sisi by presidential decree during the time when 

there was no parliament in Egypt (since 2013).  
READ MORE: http://www.reuters.com/article/us-egypt-politics-idUSKCN0UO06620160110 

24 Baha'is sentenced in Iran 

Iran‟s Golestan Province court sentenced 24 members of Baha‟is minority to prison in the length 

from 6 to 11 years. Baha‟i faith is banned in Iran and basic rights are constantly denied to 

members of this community. 
READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/iran-24-baha-i-jailed-golestan/27517477.html 

Syria peace talks started   

On January 29, talks which should bring ceasefire in Syria started in Geneva, Switzerland, 

mediated by the United Nations. Representatives of the Syrian opposition refused to participate in 

the meeting at first, demanding Bashar Assad to stop siege of Syrian cities controlled by rebel 

powers. Residents of these cities are suffering from starvation. On January 31, the opposition 

finally came to Geneva and joint the peace talks for the first time. The negotiation continued in 

February. 

READ MORE: http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-geneva-idUSKCN0V808D 
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