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CEVRO was established in 1999 in Prague, Czech Republic as a non-profit organization 

seeking to support democratic development home and abroad. Throughout the years 

CEVRO has developed number of programs of political education, democracy assistance 

and capacity building for democratic leaders, parties and CSOs from all around the 

world. 

Democracy Monitor would like to offer you a monthly overview of the major political 

events in every region of our planet.  

We focus on affairs that are related to democracy, human rights and good governance.  
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Africa 
Ugandan women's rights groups monitored violence during elections 

At the beginning of February, a monitoring center was set up in a hotel in Kampala by Ugandan 

women's rights groups. It was to monitor violence against women during presidential and 

parliamentary elections. Both elections took place on February 18; thus, the center was in 

operation from February 15 until February 20. Besides the center in Kampala, there were 

observers deployed in hotspots in 15 out of 111 Ugandan districts to report on the elections. 

Overall, during the elections two people were killed and about twenty citizens injured in riots. 

Furthermore, some opposition candidates were arrested – presidential candidates Kizza Besigye 

and Amama Mbabazi. The first round of the presidential election won current president Yoweri 

Museveni with almost 61% of the vote, second came Besigye with 35% of the vote. Results of the 

parliamentary election have not been announced yet. 

READ MORE: http://www.reuters.com/article/us-uganda-women-violence-idUSKCN0VE23H 

Chad president intends to change constitutional limits 

In February, Chadian president Idriss Deby said he would change presidential term limits 

enshrined in the constitution in case he won a fifth term in the upcoming election, which are 

scheduled for April. Mr. Deby has been in office since 1990 when he seized power in coup. The 

constitutional presidential term limits were already changed in 2004 in order to enable Deby to 

run for president for the third time.  

READ MORE: http://goo.gl/yPZBca 

Senegal's president will finish his seven-year term 

On February 16, Senegal's President Macky Sall said he would complete his seven-year mandate 

on advice of the country's constitutional council. Originally he promised to cut his mandate to five 

years during his campaign in 2012. Although, there will be a referendum on constitutional 

matters in March including the shorter presidential mandate, the changes will take effect after 

current presidential term is over. 

READ MORE: http://www.businessinsider.com/r-senegals-president-says-wi ll-stick-to-seven-year-mandate-2016-2 

Angola proposed an arms embargo on South Sudan 

At the end of February, Angola called up on the United Nations Security Council to impose an 

arms embargo on South Sudan. The situation in South Sudan has been critical for last two years 

at least. Thousands of people were killed as a consequence of political violence between President 

Salva Kiir and former Vice-President Riek Machar. It is evident that almost half of the South 

Sudanese population needs humanitarian help. Recent escalation of violence and worsening 

condition of the people are main reasons why Angola, as an elected member of the Security 

Council, sent a proposal for the embargo. South Sudan was established in 2011 when Sudan split 

up into two countries. Thus South Sudan became one of the youngest countries in the world. 

Since then the United Nations peacekeepers have been helping over 200 thousand citizens who 

lost their home and many others who were displaced.   

READ MORE: http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article58148 

General and presidential elections in Niger 

On February 21, Presidential and parliamentary elections took place in Niger. There were two 

main candidates running for presidency, incumbent President Mahamadou Issoufou and Hama 

Amadou of Nigerian Democratic Movement for an African Federation. Results of the first round 

were released on February 26. The winner was Mr. Issoufou, who got 48, 7 % of the vote. Mr. 

Amadou came second with almost 18% of the vote. The second round will be held in March. 

Currently, Mr. Amadou candidate is being held in prison. Parliamentary election won left-wing 

Nigerien Party for Democracy and Socialism-Tarayya with 44% of the vote. 

READ MORE: http://www.ibtimes.com/niger-elections-2016-live-updates-results-delayed-votings-extended-presidential-

2317332  

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-uganda-women-violence-idUSKCN0VE23H
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Americas 

Bolivian president fends off corruption claims 

Bolivian president Morales has been recently accused of influence-peddling. He allegedly used his 

position to get his then girlfriend a job in a Chinese construction company. Also, the company has 

received millions in state contracts. In order to prove his innocence he wants congress to call an 

investigative committee. 

He is the first indigenous president of Bolivia after centuries of discrimination. However, during 

his governance he has been accused of corruption several times. President Morales has been in 

power since 2002. In the referendum, which took place on 24 February, 2016, the motion to 

allow him to serve his fourth term was rejected by voters. 

READ MORE: http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/feb/11/bolivia-president-evo-morales-corruption-investigation 

Human rights groups sue US over immigration payments to Mexico 

In order to stop migrants and refugees reaching the border between Mexico and the United 

States, the US State Department has been paying an unspecified amount of money to the 

Mexican government. In September 2015, the Center for Human Rights & Constitutional Law filed 

a freedom of information act request to find out the amount of money and its use. On February 

12 the Courthouse News Service published an article where it is said that the Center with four 

other human rights groups brought a lawsuit against the department to make it reveal the 

amount as the center has not gotten a timely response to its request. 

According to official figures, Mexico detained 190,366 people last year, which is 120% more than 

in 2013. In addition, it deported over 155 thousand people last year, compared to 80,902 in 

2013. Mexico has deployed its armed forces to work alongside immigration officers to help them 

to control and limit the immigration which comes mostly from Honduras, El Salvador, and 

Guatemala.  

READ MORE: http://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/feb/12/human-rights-group-sue-immigration-mexico; 

http://www.courthousenews.com/2016/02/12/are-u-s-mexico-in-cahoots-against-refugees.htm  

United States Presidential Primary 

As the 2016 presidential election is approaching, primaries, in which voters indicate their 

preferences for nominees for president of the USA, take place. In February there were rounds, in 

Iowa, New Hampshire, Nevada, and South Carolina. The Republican field was dominated by 

Donald Trump, who won in New Hampshire, South Carolina and Nevada, and came second in 

Iowa. On the other side of the political spectrum, Democrat Hillary Clinton won in all states 

mentioned above but New Hampshire, where she got second place. 

READ MORE: http://edition.cnn.com/specials/politics/2016-election 

The general elections in Jamaica 

On 25 February, a general election in Jamaica took place. The winner was the Jamaica Labor 

Party, which won narrowly with 32 seats in the 63-seat parliament. The second came the People's 

National Party of present Prime Minister Portia Simpson-Miller. Other parties, such as Marcus 

Garvey People’s Progressive Party, the National Democratic Movement, or the People’s 

Progressive Party, haven't taken any seat in government. The results were a bit surprising as 

polls predicted Ms. Simpson-Miller to win after she had brought economic growth to heavily 

indebted Jamaica. It was the closest election Jamaica has ever seen.  

READ MORE:  http://jamaica-elections.com/general/2016/; http://www.reuters.com/article/us-jamaica-election-

idUSKCN0VZ09C; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-35666321   

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/feb/11/bolivia-president-evo-morales-corruption-investigation
http://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/feb/12/human-rights-group-sue-immigration-mexico
http://edition.cnn.com/specials/politics/2016-election
http://jamaica-elections.com/general/2016/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-jamaica-election-idUSKCN0VZ09C
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-jamaica-election-idUSKCN0VZ09C
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Asia and Pacific 

Myanmar's democratically elected parliament starts to act 

On February 1, nearly three months after the election, the Myanmar’s newly elected democratic 

parliament held its first session, during which the members sworn in. Even if 25% of the 

members are appointed by the military, the National League for Democracy has a strong 

majority. One of the first tasks of the parliament is to elect a new president. The vote was 

originally scheduled for March 17, but was postponed to March 10. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-35456982; http://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-politics-

idUSKCN0W21BS; http://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/myanmars-parliament-moves-up-date-for-presidential-

nominations-03012016151858.html 

China confirmed detention of missing Hong Kong booksellers 

On February 4, Guangdong policy confirmed that 3 Hong Kong booksellers missing since last 

October are suspected of being engaged in illegal activities. The men worked for the Hong Kong 

based publishing house, Mighty Current Company, which is known for publishing books on 

Chinese political scandals. Two other booksellers went missing in the autumn of 2015.  The case 

has been shrouded in mystery from the beginning. The experts on local situation suspect Chinese 

authorities from kidnapping them and their illegal detention. 

READ MORE: https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/02/china-authorities-revelations-on-detained-hong-kong-

booksellers-smoke-and-mirrors/ 

ASEAN parliamentarians urged Obama to raise human rights issues during US-ASEAN 

summit 

Ahead of US-ASEAN summit scheduled for 15-16 February in Sunnylands (California), over 100 

current or former parliamentarians from Southeast Asian countries, from opposition as well as 

ruling parties, sent an open letter to President Obama demanding him to raise human rights 

questions during the summit. Signatories of the letters pointed out recent democracy struggle in 

several Southeast Asian countries. They called Mr. Obama to exert pressure on the leaders of 

ASEAN countries to respect basic rights as freedom of expression, association and assembly. 

Among other concerns over democracy in the region stated in the letter were on-going 

persecutions of political activists, land rights violations or denial of free elections. The summit 

adopted a declaration which committed the signatories to strengthen democracy, enhance good 

governance and rule of law, and promote human rights. As the ASEAN Parliamentarians for 

Human Rights alert, leaders of ASEAN countries have signed similar declarations many times 

before. Therefore, it is necessary to follow how the commitments are being respected.   

FIND THE OPEN LETTER HERE: http://aseanmp.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/APHR_Letter-to-Obama_US-ASEAN-

Summit.pdf; SUNNYLANDS DECLARATION: https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/02/16/joint-statement-us-

asean-special-leaders-summit-sunnylands-declaration; ASEAN PARLIAMENTARIANS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS: 

http://aseanmp.org/  

Delhi police arrested peaceful protesters 

Jawaharlal Nehru University Students’ Union President Kanhaiya Kumar and former Delhi 

University lecturer SAR Geelani were detained and accused of sedition, which is defined in section 

124A of the Indian Penal Code as any act “to bring into hatred or contempt, or…excite disaffection 

towards the government”. Amnesty International criticizes the law from colonial-era as it is used 

by the incumbent authorities to punish activists expressing views different from official ones.  

Infringement of the sedition law may lead to sentenced to life imprisonment. 

READ MORE: https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/02/india-crackdown-on-freedom-of-expression-must-end/ 
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Eurasia 
Central Asian rulers try to secure their families in power 

In Tajikistan, the constitutional court approved amendments enabling Mr. Rahmon to run for the 

office unlimitedly and dropping the age limit for candidacy from 35 to 30, so his oldest son could 

candidate in the next election in 2020, on February 4. After Tajikistan modified its constitution to 

secure that president Rahmon and his family may remain in power, also Turkmenistan announced 

that “a public debate” about constitutional changes had started. The Turkmen amendments 

should extend a presidential term or, similarly to Tajikistan, lower the age limit for presidential 

candidates.  Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty points out that this is a similar trend in several 

Central Asian countries. 

RFE/RL’S ROUNDTABLE ABOUT NEPOTISM IN CENTRAL ASIA: http://www.rferl.org/content/nepotism-dynasty-central-

asian-politics-roundtable/27538834.html; TAJIKISTAN: http://www.rferl.org/content/tajikistan-presidential-dynasty-

cleared/27532011.html; TURKMENISTAN: http://www.rferl.org/content/turkmenistan-extending-president-s-term-

gurbanguly/27553268.html 

EU abandons sanctions against Belarus 

On February 15, EU foreign ministers agreed on lifting most of the sanctions imposed against 

Belarus because of its human rights and democracy record. The decision comes into effect on 

March 1. The EU representatives believe that this step will lead to closer cooperation between the 

EU and Belarus. However, some restrictive measurements remain in force, for example an arms 

embargo. Critics say lifting most of the sanctions will strengthen Mr. Lukashenka's authoritative 

regime. 
READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/belarus-eu-drops-sanctions/27553686.html 

Yatsenyuk's cabinet survives vote of no-confidence 

After president Poroshenko's call for resignation of Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk, Ukrainian 

parliament held a vote of no-confidence in Mr. Yatsenyuk's government on February 16. To pass 

the motion, 226 votes were needed. The incumbent cabinet survived as only 194 out of 339 MPs 

voted for no-confidence. Surprisingly, some members of the president Poroshenko's party 

supported the government. The move was described by several commentators as a double play of 

Mr. Poroshenko. Soon afterwards Batkivshchyna (Fatherland) party and Samopomich (Self-

Reliance) party quitted the ruling coalition accusing Mr. Yatsenyuk and his allies of oligarchic 

ruling. The vote of no-confidence was preceded by resignation of economy minister Aivaras 

Abromavicius, who had been considered to be an important engine of reforms in the country. At 

the same time, reformist deputy prosecutor-general Vitaliy Kasko announced his resignation on 

February 15, accusing the prosecutor-general Viktor Shokin of covering up corruption cases. 

However, on February 19, president's office confirmed Mr. Shokin's resignation, of which several 

media reported already four days ago.  
READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/ukraine-poroshenko-yatsenyuk-shokhin-resign/27555646.html; 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-35591605; http://www.rferl.org/content/ukrainian-kasko-deputy-prosecutor-

resigns/27553205.html ; http://www.rferl.org/content/tymoshenko-party-quits-ukraine-ruling-coalition/27557371.html; 

http://www.rferl.org/content/ukraine-yatsenyuk-no-confidence-poroshenko-commentary/27558052.html; 

http://www.rferl.org/content/ukraine-another-party-quits-coalition/27560070.html 

Head of Kazakh Journalist Union detained 

Seitqazy Mataev, the head of the Kazakh Journalist Union and the Chairman of National Press 

Club, was detained together with his son Aset Mataev, director of KazTAG news agency, on 

February 22. The son was released soon after. Seitgazy Mataev was put under house arrest on 

February 24. He is suspected of embezzlement and tax evasion, an accusation often used in 

Central Asian countries against inconvenient journalist and activists.  
READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/kazakhstan-journalist-union-head-house-arrest/27571993.html 
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Europe 

Parliamentary election in Ireland 

On February 26, a general election was held in Ireland. First came Fine Geal of incumbent prime 

Minister Enda Kenny with 36,1 % of the vote, thus winning 50 seats in Dáil Éireann, the Irish 

lower house consisting of 158 members. The results prevent him from renewing its current 

coalition with the Labour Party which got only 7 seats in the parliament. Second came Fianna Fáil 

with 27,8 % of votes and 44 seats. Since 1990 these two parties have dominated the Irish 

politics, however, they have never formed a government together. According to experts, it is 

highly unlikely they would actually be able to agree on a coalition. Therefore, it is expected an 

early parliamentary election will be held. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-35715359; http://www.independent.ie/irish-news/election-

2016/the-people-have-spoken-what-happens-next-34493390.html 

Presidential election in Kosovo 

On February 26, a presidential election was held in Kosovo. Former Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi 

won the vote in the third round when he got 71 out of 81votes of present MPs. The debate before 

voting was interrupted by teargas released by the opposition. At the same time protesters 

gathered in front of the protesting against Hashim Thaçi to get elected. The opposition accused 

Thaçi of corruption and damaging of Kosovan interests by concluding an agreement with Serbia. 

Furthermore, in 2011 he was identified by the Council of Europe as one a leader of a group that 

had been involved in war crimes against Serbian population during the Kosovo war in 1990s. H. 

Thaçi has denied all the accusation. 

READ MORE: http://english.albeu.com/news/news/first-round-to-elect-the-president-fails/234225/; 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-kosovo-parliament-idUSKCN0VZ26F   

Protests in Poland 

At the end of February 80 thousand people gathered in Warsaw to express their disapproval of 

steps the Polish government has taken since it took power in November 2015.  The day after the 

big demonstration, there was a demonstration in Gdaňsk in support of Lech Walesa, a leader of 

Solidarita movement that was in front of opposition to the communist regime in 1980s. Mr. 

Walesa was recently accused of being a spy for Polish Secret police in 1970s. Lech Walesa has 

denied the accusations and said he is to defend himself in court. At the same day, February 28, a 

draft of a report of the Council of Europe on Poland was published. It says that the changes 

concerning the constitutional court from the autumn of 2015 pose a threat to the rule of law. The 

final version of the report shall be approved in mid-March. Polish government has stated it is to 

take the outcomes of the report into consideration. 

READ MORE: http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/feb/27/protest-warsaw-polish-government-undermining-

constitution; http://www.reuters.com/article/poland-factors-idUSL8N165448  

European refugees' crisis 

On February 6 anti-migrant demonstrations took place in 14 cities across Europe organized by the 

Pegida movement. As the concern over migrant grew, several European governments introduced 

measures tightening their asylum policy and border control in February. The European Union has 

been trying to reach a deal with Turkey to ease the impact of the migrant crisis on Europe; 

however, they have not agreed on a final solution yet. 
PEGIDA DEMOSNTRATIONS: https://www.rt.com/news/331586-pegida-anti-migrant-demonstrations-europe/; AUSTRIA 

MEASUREMENTS: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3444084/Austria-foreign-minister-says-stop-migrants-border-

reaching-maximum-intake.html; EU-TURKEY: http://www.pappaspost.com/shocking-revelations-in-leaked-eu-turkey-

negotiations-reveal-erdogans-threats-to-flood-europe-with-refugees/; http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/02/turkey-

refugee-crisis-time-europe-action-160210115931274.html 
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Middle East and North Africa 

Iranian parliamentary election 

On February 26, Iran held a parliamentary election. At the same time Iranians voted for new 

members of Assembly of Experts, who can chose a new supreme leader, which is not unlikely 

considering the history of health problems of current supreme leader Sayyed Ali Khamenei. As 

the results came out it became clear that reformist and moderate candidates managed to 

strengthen their position in the parliament by receiving approximately one third of seats. It did 

not make the conservative section in the parliament powerless; however, their mandate is 

weaker than it used to be. The election is not over yet as there are 64 seats remaining to be 

contested in a second round which is scheduled for April 2016. Also, some influential reformists 

succeeded in getting to the Assembly of Expert, for instance President Hassan Rouhani. This was 

the first election after the Iranian nuclear deal was signed and western sanctions on Iran lifted. 

Iranian economy has improved since, which is considered to be the reason why pro-government 

reformists got noticeable voters' support.   

READ MORE: http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/feb/28/iranian-elections-deal-blow-to-hardliners-as-reformists-

make-gains; http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/02/iran-elections-parliamentary-poll-test-rouhani-

160226041517683.html 

Syrian cessation of hostilities 

A deal on a two week cessation of hostilities came into effect on February 27 in Syria. It was 

arranged by President Barack Obama and Vladimir Putin earlier that week. The deal was accepted 

by the Syrian government and almost 100 rebel groups. However, the Islamic state and other 

organizations marked as terrorists by the UN Security Council were excluded from the deal. So far 

the truce has had mixed results. The level of violence decreased substantially; on the other hand, 

there are still problems in delivering of humanitarian aid. The situation could possibly lead to a 

renewal of peace talks in Geneva which were interrupted at the beginning of February.  
READ MORE: http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/feb/26/syria-airstrikes-rebel-damascus-douma-us-russian-

fighting; http://goo.gl/BTRzGN; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-35766464  

Libya's new government 

In mid-February Libyan presidential council, which was established in December 2015 with the 

assistance of the UN, approved a list of members of a new government, which should bring unity 

to the country and replace two rival governments which the country has had since 2014. The 

government must be approved by internationally recognized parliament in Tobruk, which has not 

held the vote on it yet. It is not certain that the government will be accepted as the situation in 

Libya is highly complicated since there are several groups fighting for power including the Islamic 

state. On February 25 a UN report on Libya was published. The report says that all the sides of 

the Libyan conflict commit crimes, including torture, rape or beheadings, which in many cases 

amount to war crimes. UN high commissioner for human rights Zeid Raad al-Hussein in reaction 

to the report released a statement where he called for an international intervention in Libya. 
LIBYAN GOVERNMENT: http://goo.gl/UjKqHC; http://goo.gl/gQh0Ob; UN: http://www.dw.com/en/un-human-rights-chief-

calls-for-international-action-on-libya-war-crimes/a-19072183; IS IN LIBYA: http://goo.gl/dIti1b   

Mohammad al-Qiq top be released 

On February 26 Palestinian journalist Mohammad al-Qiq agreed to end his hunger strike. It is part 

of a deal with Israeli authorities according to which he was then sent to a hospital from which he 

will be released in May. He was arrested in 2015 on suspicion of association with Hamas. Soon 

afterwards he began his hunger strike to protest against being imprisoned without any charge. 

The law in Israel enables authorities to keep people in prison up to 60 days without a charge and 

it can be prolong with court approval. 
READ MORE: https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2016/2/4/suspending-detention-is-murder-family-of-palestinian-

hunger-striker; http://www.reuters.com/article/us-israel-palestinians-hungerstriker-idUSKCN0VZ1L8 
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