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CEVRO was established in 1999 in Prague, Czech Republic as a non-profit organization 

seeking to support democratic development home and abroad. Throughout the years 

CEVRO has developed number of programs of political education, democracy assistance 

and capacity building for democratic leaders, parties and CSOs from all around the 

world. 

Democracy Monitor would like to offer you a monthly overview of the major political 

events in every region of our planet. 

We focus on affairs that are related to democracy, human rights and good governance. 
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Africa 

Congo has a new Prime Minister 

On April 24 state TV announced that President Sassou Nguesso appointed a new Prime Minister 

Clement Mouamba. Mr Mouamba used to be an opposition leader. He was a member of the Pan-

African Union for Social democracy; however, he was expelled last autumn over participation in 

consultation on referendum which later enabled the incumbent president to get reelected. 

READ MORE: http://cctv-africa.com/2016/04/24/president-sassou-nguesso-appoints-former-opposition-leader-as-pm/; 

http://www.africanews.com/2016/04/24/congo-president-names-ex-opposition-member-as-prime-minister/  

Presidential election in Chad 

On April 10, Chad held a presidential election. It had been preceded by protests against President 

Idriss Déby running for a fifth time. The state authorities banned anti-president protest organized 

for April 5 and detained three human rights groups' leaders to avoid unrest. The official results 

were declared on April 21. The winner was incumbent president Déby, who got 61.56 % of the 

vote. Chad an important ally of the West in the region as it has significantly strong army which 

backs the West in fight with al Qaeda and Boko Haram fighters. 
READ MORE: http://www.africanews-direct.bce.lu/2016/04/05/chad-bans-anti-deby-protest-march-by-civil-society-

activists/; http://www.reuters.com/article/us-chad-election-idUSKCN0XI2XY    

Drought in southern Africa 

The region of southern Africa has been facing a drought. According to South African officials it is 

the worst drought in a century. Lesotho, Zambia, Mozambique, and Zimbabwe were reported to 

be facing food shortages. Malawi even declared a state of national disaster on April 12 due to 

growing shortages of food caused by severe drop in maize production. According to Malawian 

president Peter Mutharika the country will not be able to cope by itself next year and will need 

humanitarian relief assistance. The drought is said to be blamed on El Nino phenomenon. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-36037414; http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/04/malawi-

declares-state-emergency-drought-160413144707560.html 

Nigerian military action 

On April 16, a Nigerian official announced the army destroyed 12 terrorists’ camps which were 

close to the villages of Wulge and Walamari and killed about 40 Boko Haram militants. At the 

same time it managed to free 455 hostages militants had taken. 
READ MORE: http://www.dpa-international.com/news/sports2/nigeria-kills-dozens-of-boko-haram-militants-frees-455-

hostages-a-48985061.html 

South African President Zuma under pressure 

On April 1, President Zuma apologized for breaking the constitution. According to the South 

Africa's Constitutional Court ruling of March 31, the president violated fundamental law by using 

country's money to pay for his private home, which he refused to pay back. Opposition attempted 

to start an impeachment process; however, it was not able to push it through the parliament as 

they did not gather enough votes. Later in April the country's High Court ruled that corruption 

charges against President Zuma related to a 1999 arms deal were dropped “irrationally” and now 

it is up to the National Prosecution Authority whether the charges are reinstated. 
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-35941848; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-36169594    
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Americas 

The Panama Papers  

On April 3, world media published a story on so called Panama papers, documents that revealed 

names of offshore companies, which have their headquarters in tax heaven Panama, and their 

shareholders. Using offshore structures is legal; however, in some cases, clients of Mossack 

Fonseca avoided taxes and laundered their money. Links to 143 politicians have been already 

revealed, including 12 current or former heads of states like Vladimir Putin, president of Russia, 

Petro Poroshenko, president of Ukraine, and Alaa Mubarak, son of Egypt's former president. 

People whose names appeared in the Papers do not have to necessarily be involved in any kind of 

illegal activity as this is to be investigated yet. 

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-35954224 ; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-35918844 

Earthquake in Ecuador 

On April 16 around 7 p.m. a 7.8 magnitude earthquake stroked the Ecuador's Pacific Coast. There 

were many aftershocks, the biggest one at 5.6 magnitudes. Overall the earthquake killed 646 

people. Nearly 12 500 people were injured and many properties and homes were destroyed. 

President Rafael Correas declared a state of emergency and announced temporary tax increase to 

get funds to rebuild the country. Strong earthquakes are not uncommon in Ecuador as it is 

located on the “Ring-of-fire”, which is an area of high seismic activity. Opposition accused the 

government of taking advantage of the catastrophe to pass laws that tighten control over the 

country. 
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-36065551; 

http://www.nydailynews.com/news/world/ecuador-earthquake-death-toll-rises-640-article-1.2612532 

Colombia legalized same-sex marriage 

Colombia's highest court has authorized marriages between people of the same sex, thus 

becoming the fourth state of Latin America to do so. Before that it was only possible in Brazil, 

Argentine, and Uruguay. It was already allowed for gay couples in Colombia to formalize their 

relationships before notaries and judges. But now, as they are recognized as family, they can 

obtain the same rights as heterosexual couples. The judge Alberto Rojas, who presented the 

motion, said to reporters that about 70 couples that had been registered would automatically 

become married due to the new law. 
READ MORE: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-04-29/colombia-legalises-same-sex-marriage/7371962 

Hundreds of anti-corruption protesters arrested in the USA 

Democracy Spring is a campaign in which people protest against "big money corruption and voter 

suppression." On April 2, it started by a march from Philadelphia to Washington DC, where a 

week-long sit-in protest took place from April 10. The protesters want the Congress to pass 

several laws, which aim at restricting "the influence of money in politics" or expanding and 

protecting voters' rights. According to the organizers, more than 3,500 people from 33 different 

states have been involved in the protests in front of the U.S. Capitol. The Capitol Police 

announced that more than 400 protesters had been arrested for "unlawful demonstration activity" 

and they are to be charged with "crowding, obstructing, and incommoding." 

READ MORE: http://www.democracyspring.org/ ; http://edition.cnn.com/2016/04/11/politics/democracy-spring-arrests-

protests-washington/  
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Asia and Pacific 

Parliamentary election in South Korea 

The legislative election held on April 13 in South Korea ended up with a surprising victory of the 

main opposition Minjoo Party, of liberal-democratic orientation, which gained 123 seats in the 

300-seat National Assembly. Current ruling liberal-conservative Saenuri Party won 122 seats and 

the People's Party came third with 38 seats. The turnout was 58%. It is expected that the 

election results will bring stronger political pressure to bear on the incumbent president Park 

Geun-hye, especially ahead of the presidential election in 2017. 

READ MORE: http://www.reuters.com/article/us-southkorea-election-idUSKCN0XA2LC; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-

asia-36033773; http://moderndiplomacy.eu/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=1363:legislative-elections-in-

south-korea&Itemid=868 

Former Thailand's minister arrested for criticizing draft constitution  

On April 18, Thailand's ruling junta detained Watana Muatong, who was a minister of social 

development and human security from 2005 to 2006. Mr Watana publicly opposed the draft 

constitution on which a referendum is scheduled for August this year. According to junta's 

representatives no one has right to criticize the draft publicly. “They have no rights to say that 

they disagree [with the draft constitution]. (…) I don't allow anyone to debate or hold a press 

conference about the draft constitution”, said Gen. Prayut Chan-ocha in an interview on April 19. 
READ MORE: https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/04/20/thailand-ex-minister-detained-rejecting-draft-charter 

Taliban's Qatar rejects the possibility of peace talks 

Taliban's Qatar office denied that its delegation went to Pakistan to inquire about possible peace 

talks between Afghan government and Taliban. This speculation was reported by several media 

with reference to an Afghan Taliban source. However, in his speech to the parliament on April 25 

Afghan president Ashraf Ghani expressed his doubts over possibility of opening negotiation with 

Taliban. It was only a week after a Taliban attack in Kabul killed 64 and injured another 340 

people. 

READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/afghan-taliban-claims-ready-for-peace-talks-but-kabul-is-

cool/27700504.html?ltflags=mailer 

China imposes a stricter regulation of foreign NGOs 

On April 28, the Chinese National People's Congress passed a law limiting foreign NGOs operating 

in the country. According to the new law, the groups must be sponsored by Chinese government 

and registered with police. Moreover, police have stronger competencies to restrict the groups, 

including a power to ban the activities of a respective organization permanently. The law comes 

into force in January 2017. "If foreign NGOs have carried out acts that are seen by the authorities 

as „splitting the state, damaging national unity, or subverting state power,‟ police can hand down 

administrative detentions," Human Rights Watch reports. 
READ MORE: https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/04/28/china-new-law-escalates-repression-groups 
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Eurasia 

Nagorno-Karabakh conflict escalation 

At the beginning of April, the conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh, a disputed territory between 

Azerbaijan and Armenia, escalated. Since the ceasefire in 1994 it has been the most intensive 

fighting, during which more than 60 people were killed. Both sides were accusing each other of 

unleashing the violence. The ceasefire was renewed after four days of fighting on April 5. 

Nagorno-Karabakh is an enclave on territory of Azerbaijan; however, 95% inhabitants there are 

ethnic Armenians.  

READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-35964213; 

http://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/18594/why-nagorno-karabakh-s-conflict-turned-hot-and-could-again; 

http://www.economist.com/blogs/economist-explains/2016/04/economist-explains-9   

Yatsenyuk resigns 

Ukrainian Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk announced his resignation on April 10.  Parliamentary 

speaker Volodymyr Groysman was nominated to be his successor and he was approved in the 

office by the parliament four days later. Overall 257 MPs supported his appointment, compared to 

50 opposing it. Mr Groysman is considered an ally of Ukraine's president Petro Poroshenko. Mr 

Yatsenyuk has been in the office since February 2014 when the then pro-Russia president Viktor 

Yanukovych was ousted. His cabinet has been struggling with the lack of political and public 

support during proceeding months. The main reason was the inability to implement necessary 

reforms, especially to combat corruption. 
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36043967 

Azerbaijani human-rights defenders left the country 

Leyla and Arif Yunus, prominent Azerbaijani human-rights defenders, landed in Amsterdam on 

April 19, welcomed by their daughter Dinara Yunus. Ms and Mr Yunus were released from prison 

due to their poor health at the end of last year. They were detained in summer 2014 and 

sentenced to 7 and 8 ½ years in prison in August 2015. In March 2016, the court in Baku refused 

to allow them to travel; thus, it came as a surprise they obtained a permission from Azerbaijani 

officials to leave the country a month later. 

READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/azerbaijan-yunus-couple-leave-country/27683955.html 

Anti-government protests in Moldova continue 

Thousands of protesters demonstrated against government in Moldova's capital Chisinau on April 

24. Around 1000 of them clashed with riot police. The protest, organized by the pro-European 

Dignity and Truth party, ventilated the mass public dissatisfaction with political elites in the 

country which had fully erupted after 1 billion dollars had disappeared from banks last year. Also 

the current government was accused of corruption ties by its opponents. Even the decision from 

March to elect the next president directly in autumn this year did not prevent the protest.  

READ MORE: http://www.rferl.org/content/moldova-antigovernment-protest/27693857.html?ltflags=mailer; 

http://in.reuters.com/article/moldova-protests-idINL5N17R0OY 

Presidential election in Kazakhstan 

As expected, the presidential election in Kazakhstan held on April 26 won incumbent president 

Nursultan Nazarbayev. According to the official results, he received 97.7% of votes, and so he 

will serve his fifth term in the office. International observers and human rights organizations 

criticised that there is no political competition in the county. Only two other candidates were 

allowed to participate in the election, but both were considered pro-government. Mr Nazarbayev 

has been leading the country since 1991. 
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-32471428; OSCE’S ELECTION OBSERVATION REPORT: 

http://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/kazakhstan/174811?download=true   
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Europe 
Presidential election in Austria 

On April 24, first round of presidential election was held in Austria. There were six candidates. It 

came as a surprise that none of the main parties' candidates, social democrats (SPÖ) and 

Christian democrats (ÖVP), who were dominating Austrian politics for decades, did get significant 

support. The most votes (35%) got Norbert Hofer, member of a far right Freedom party of 

Austria.  Alexander van der Bellen placed second, when got 21% of the vote. It is said to be the 

first time since 1945 when a president is not from a center-right or center-left party.  

READ MORE: http://www.reuters.com/article/us-austria-election-idUSKCN0XQ0YA; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-

europe-36124256   

Panama papers resignations 

There were names of former or active European politicians and celebrities listed in the Panama 

papers. In some cases it led to public outreach that caused pressure which made some political 

figures resign. Among them was Icelandic Prime Minister Sigmund Davío Gunnlaugsson or 

Spanish minister for industry José Manuel Soria. 
READ MORE: http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/16/world/europe/panama-papers-

spain.html?_r=0;http://www.cnn.com/2016/04/05/europe/panama-papers-iceland-pm/index.html; 

https://panamapapers.icij.org/graphs/methodology/  

 

EU-Turkey deal in operation 

At the beginning of April there were organizational problems in functioning of the EU-Turkey deal; 

however, overall the countries managed to make it work which led to decline in migrants coming 

to Europe. Turkey should get money and vise-free access to the Schengen states in return for the 

deaů. During April, Turkish representatives repeatedly warned the EU that in case the visa 

liberation would not happen Ankara would stop respecting the deal. Turkey has to meet 72 

criteria to get the visa free access as agreed in the deal; nevertheless, at the end of the month 

they had satisfied only a half of them. European commission should decide at the beginning of 

May whether to recommend the European parliament and member states to approve the visa 

liberation or not. 
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-35854413;  http://frontex.europa.eu/news/number-of-migrants-

arriving-in-greece-dropped-90-in-april-6e7oBw 

Polish Constitution Court Crisis 

On April 26, Polish Supreme Court announced it is to recognize the rulings of the Constitutional 

Court, even in case the government would not recognize them. The government is ready to do so 

once the Constitutional court complies with the new rules. However, the Constitutional court 

voted them illegal. The rules are also criticized from within the European Union. According to 

critics, the rules make it more difficult for constitutional judges to review or challenge legislation.  

A day later on April 27 the Supreme Administrative Court of Poland release a statement where it 

said that constitutional court's rulings are binding even if not published and urged the 

government to acknowledge them. It also called for independent judicial system to be preserved. 

The ruling party, Law and Justice, said the reform is necessary to adjust the balance of power to 

the situation after the last election. The Party's spokesperson called the Supreme Court "team of 

cronies who got together to defend the previous government's status quo." 
READ MORE: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-35766482; http://www.reuters.com/article/us-poland-

constitution-court-idUSKCN0XO2C3; http://www.reuters.com/article/us-poland-constitution-court-idUSKCN0XO2C3   
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Middle East and North Africa 
New Libyan Government gets support from Tripoli 

On April 5 it was announced that that the Tripoli unofficial government, an alternative power 

center of Libya, is going to step aside and to cede power to Fayes al-Sarraj government of 

National Accord backed by the United Nations. However, the news was almost immediately 

denied. The turn is blamed on a split within the Tripoli authority. Nevertheless, Mr. Sarraj and his 

government were seeking wider support. On April 18 it was announced that the National Accord 

managed to take administrative control over seven ministries in Tripoli, including Ministry for 

foreign affairs. 
READ MORE: http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/04/libya-tripoli-authority-rejects-backed-government-

160407041526033.html; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-36072826; http://www.reuters.com/article/us-libya-

security-politics-idUSKCN0XM23B  

Syrian peace talks 

On April 13, a new round of peace talks in Geneva concerning the situation in Syria started. Two 

weeks later most of the opposition parties left the talks calling for a “pause” as the situation in 

Syria had escalated, even though the truce introduced in February was still in effect. Meanwhile, 

Syria held a parliamentary election on April 13. Because of the fighting, not all the regions of 

Syria could join the vote. Furthermore, pressure by authorities on people to vote for the ruling 

party was reported. When the results came out, the ruling party Baas was announced to win 80% 

of votes thus getting 200 seats in a 250-seat parliament. French and U.S. representatives said 

they did not find the election fair or credible. 

READ MORE: http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-idUSKCN0XJ1JC; 

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/14/world/middleeast/syrian-parliamentary-elections-highlight-divisions-and-

uncertainty.html; http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-france-idUSKCN0XA15G     

Yemen truce and peace talks 

It has been more than a year since a civil war in Yemen broke out, where Houthi forces in alliance 

with former president Ali Abdulahh Saleh have been fighting against forces loyal to President Abd 

Radduh Mansur Hadi. On April 11, a ceasefire which was negotiated with support of the UN came 

into effect. It should not only lead to cessation of hostilities, but also enable access for relief aid 

to affected areas as almost half of the country was on the verge of famine. A week later peace 

talks started; however, there has not been any result yet as both sides are accusing each other of 

ceasefire violence. UN special envoy for Yemen Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed acknowledged that the 

truce is respected between 70 to 80% only and that both sides are to be blamed for its violations. 

READ MORE: http://www.reuters.com/article/us-yemen-security-idUSKCN0X80OP; 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/05/yemen-peace-talks-overshadowed-truce-violations-160505184908962.html; 

http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-foes-hold-new-talks-under-pressure-firm-truce   

OIC summit 

On April 10, Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) started its 13th summit in Istanbul, 

Turkey. On the agenda there were question of Palestine and Arab-Israeli conflict, humanitarian 

situation in the Muslim world or combating terrorism, extremism and Islamophobia. In the final 

communiqué OIC besides other things stated that: it was emphasized that OIC supports 

Palestinians people and their right to establish and independent and sovereign Palestinian state 

and appreciated actions that members undergo to achieve the goal; it condemned Armenian 

actions in Nagorno-Karabakh and demanded withdrawal of its forces from disputed areas; it 

expressed its supports to the Turkish Cypriot State; and it condemned "Iran's interference in the 

internal affairs of the States of the region and other Member States…and its continued support for 

terrorism." In his speech Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who will chair OIS for the next 

two years, called for greater unity among Muslim countries. 

READ MORE: http://www.oic-oci.org/oicv3/upload/conferences/is/13/en/13_is_final_com_en.pdf; 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-turkey-summit-idUSKCN0XB22F  
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